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SENATE BI LL 5740

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Morton, T. Shel don, Stevens, Swecker, Honeyford, Wnsl ey,
Hochstatter, Sheahan and Cke

Read first tinme 02/05/1999. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to bull trout; adding a new section to chapter
77.12 RCW creating new sections; and nmaki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the United States
fish and wildlife service has listed the Colunbia river population
segnent of bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) as a threatened species
under the endangered species act. A recovery plan for this species is
urgently needed to restore the bull trout popul ation to good health and
to renove the burden of federal regulation. However, an adequate
recovery plan depends on information about the status of the species
and a determnation of the strategies that will successfully recover
bull trout. The departnment of fish and wildlife has successfully
devel oped and i npl enent ed recovery projects on several stocks of sal non
and is well suited to undertake this project.

The legislature also finds that there is significant comunity
interest in helping the recovery process and that the recovery project
can benefit greatly from the involvenent of the local citizens and
or gani zat i ons.
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It is the legislature’s intent to create a bull trout recovery
project in northeastern Washi ngton to begin the restoration process for
this species, and to create a cooperative project utilizing the
scientific expertise of the departnent and the interest and ent husi asm
of the local community.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) There is established the northeastern WAshi ngton bull trout
recovery project for the purpose of devel oping a recovery plan for the
bull trout stocks in northeastern WAshi ngton. The recovery project
shal | :

(a) Focus its investigations on the bull trout stocks in the
nort heastern WAshington sal non recovery region, including primrily
Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille counties;

(b) Determne the historic and current range of these stocks of
bull trout and their abundance;

(c) Investigate and identify the factors that are responsible for
the decline in the abundance of these fish; and

(d) Devel op a plan for recovering this species that is adequate for
t he purposes of the endangered species act.

(2) The departnment shall adm nister the northeastern Washi ngton
bull trout recovery project, and shall <conduct the project in
partnership with the |ocal conservation districts. The depart nent
should coordinate the activities of the recovery project wth the
governor’s sal non recovery office, the United States fish and wildlife
service, and shall seek additional funding fromthat agency and ot her

appropriate sources. The local conservation districts should
coordinate local involvenent in the project, including volunteer
support.

(3) The departnment shall recomrend to the legislature those
remedi es that are needed to recover bull trout sufficiently that the
speci es can be renmoved fromthe federal |ist of threatened species.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The sumof forty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of fish
and wldlife for the purposes of this act.
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(2) The sumof forty thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
fromthe general fund to the departnent of fish and wldlife for the
pur poses of this act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1999, in the omni bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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