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SENATE BI LL 5738

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Horn, Benton, MDonal d, Fi nkbeiner, Cke, Johnson and Rossi

Read first time 02/05/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to highway inprovenent priority progranm ng
criteria; and anmendi ng RCW 47. 05. 051.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.05.051 and 1998 ¢ 175 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

The conprehensi ve six-year investnment program shall be based upon
the needs identified in the state-owned hi ghway conponent of the state-
wi de nul ti nodal transportation plan as defined in RCW47.01.071(3) and
priority selection systens that incorporate the followng criteria:

(1) Priority programm ng for the preservation program shall take
into account the follow ng, not necessarily in order of inportance:

(a) Extending the service life of the existing highway system

(b) Ensuring the structural ability to carry |oads inposed upon
hi ghways and bri dges; and

(c) Mnimzing life cycle costs. The transportation conmm ssion in
carrying out the provisions of this section my delegate to the
departnment of transportation the authority to select preservation
projects to be included in the six-year program
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(2) Priority programmng for the inprovenent program nust give
first consideration to increased capacity projects that, consistent
with accident and accident risk reduction considerations, increase
nobility and decrease congestion. Those projects nust be eval uated by
neans of a systemusing data and net hodol ogy |i ke that devel oped by the
Texas Transportation Institute wth the intent of creating a
substantive, objective basis for ranking and selecting projects. 1In
addition, priority progranm ng for the inprovenent programshall take
into account the follow ng:

(a) Support for the state’ s econony, including job creation and job
preservati on;

(b) The cost-effective novenent of people and goods;

(c) Accident and accident risk reduction;

(d) Protection of the state’s natural environnent;

(e) Continuity and systenmatic developnment of the highway
transportati on network;

(f) Consistency with |ocal conprehensive plans devel oped under
chapter 36. 70A RCW

(g) Consistency with regional transportation plans devel oped under
chapter 47.80 RCW

(h) Public views concerning proposed inprovenents;

(1) The conservation of energy resources;

(j) Feasibility of financing the full proposed inprovenent;

(k) Commtnents established in previous |egislative sessions;

(') Relative costs and benefits of candi date prograns;

(m Major projects addressing capacity deficiencies which
prioritize allowng for prelimnary engineering shall be reprioritized
during the succeeding biennium based upon updated project data.
Reprioritized projects may be del ayed or cancel ed by the transportation
commi ssion if higher priority projects are awaiting funding; and

(n) Major project approvals which significantly increase a
project’s scope or cost fromoriginal prioritization estinmates shal
include a review of the project’s estimated revised priority rank and
the |l evel of funding provided. Projects nay be del ayed or cancel ed by
the transportation comm ssion if higher priority projects are awaiting
f undi ng.

(3) The commission may depart from the priority programmng
establ i shed under subsections (1) and (2) of this section: (a) To the
extent that otherwi se funds cannot be utilized feasibly within the
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program (b) as may be required by a court judgnent, legally binding
agreenent, or state and federal laws and regulations; (c) as may be
required to coordinate wth federal, local, or other state agency
construction projects; (d) to take advantage of sone substanti al
financial benefit that nay be available; (e) for continuity of route
devel opnent; or (f) because of changed financial or physical conditions
of an unforeseen or enmergent nature. The conm ssion or secretary of
transportation shall maintain in its files information sufficient to
show the extent to which the commssion has departed from the
established priority.

(4) The comm ssion shall identify those projects that yield freight
mobility benefits or that alleviate the inpacts of freight nobility
upon affected communiti es.

~-- END ---
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