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SENATE BI LL 5636

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Finkbeiner, Brown, Patterson, Kline, Kohl-Wlles, ke,
Ei de, Rasnussen and McAuliffe

Read first tinme 02/01/1999. Referred to Committee on Energy,
Technol ogy & Tel ecommuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to conmerci al tel ephone solicitation; adding a new
section to chapter 19.158 RCW creating a new section; and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that: (1) Protecting
the well-being, tranquility, and privacy of the home is of significant
concern to many citizens; and (2) for many peopl e, unwanted comerci al
tel ephone solicitations constitute an invasion of the well-being,
tranquility, and privacy of the hone. The | egislature intends,
t heref ore, to assist citizens in protecting the well-being,
tranquility, and privacy of their homes by creating a process through
whi ch residential tel ephone subscribers can choose to be free from
unwant ed comrerci al tel ephone solicitations.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 19.158 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The attorney general shall mnmaintain a public listing of
residential tel ephone nunbers whose subscribers have affirmatively
requested not to receive commercial telephone solicitations. The
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attorney general and the utilities and transportati on comm ssion shal
make reasonable efforts, within existing resources, to publicize the
avai lability of the public listing and the nethod or nmethods by which
residential telephone subscribers may have their tel ephone nunbers
pl aced on the list. The listing shall be available for inspection by
the public in witten and electronic form The attorney general shall
periodically transmt the list to a national telephone preference
service for the purpose of renobving individuals from national
tel emarketing lists.

(2) No fee may be charged to residential tel ephone subscribers for
pl acing their nunbers on the list. A reasonable fee, as determ ned by
the attorney general, may be charged to inspect the list in witten or
el ectronic form

(3) It is unlawful and a violation of this section for any person
to make a commercial telephone solicitation call to any residentia
t el ephone nunber that: (a) |Is contained on the public listing under
subsection (1) of this section; and (b) has been on the list for at
| east ten business days prior to the making of the commerci al tel ephone
solicitation.

(4) In addition to any other penalties or renedi es avail abl e under
this chapter or chapter 19.86 RCW a person injured by a violation of
subsection (3) of this section may bring an action for recovery of
I i qui dat ed damages i n the anmount of one hundred doll ars per violation,
pl us court costs and attorneys’ fees.

~-- END ---
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