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SENATE BI LL 5126

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Welles, Hargrove, Thi baudeau, Long, Deccio, Prentice,
Wnsley, MAuliffe, Oke and Costa

Read first time 01/13/1999. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to protection of persons placed in state-operated
or state-funded boardi ng hones; creating new sections; and decl ari ng an
enmer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the placenent of
adults in state-operated or state-funded boardi ng hones nust be done in
such a manner as to protect persons who are vulnerable to sexual
victim zation fromadults who are sexual |y aggressive. To achieve this
purpose, the legislature intends that the departnent of social and
health services develop a policy for assessing sexual aggressiveness
and vul nerability to sexual victimzation of persons who are placed in
st ate-operated or state-funded boardi ng hones.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of social and health
services shall inplement a policy for protecting persons placed in
state-operated or state-funded boarding hones who are vulnerable to
sexual victimzation by other adults placed in those facilities who are
sexual | y aggressi ve. The policy shall include, at a mninum the
foll ow ng el enents:
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(a) Devel opnent and use of an assessnment process for identifying
adults, prior to placenent, who present a noderate or high risk of
sexual |y aggressive behavior for the purposes of this section. The
assessment process need not require that every person who is
adj udi cated or convicted of a sex offense as defined in RCW9. 94A 030
be determined to be sexually aggressive, nor shall a sex offense
adj udi cation or conviction be required in order to determne that a
person is sexually aggressive. Instead, the assessnent process shal
consi der the individual circunstances of the person, including his or
her age, physical size, sexual abuse history, nental and enotiona
condition, and other factors relevant to sexual aggressiveness;

(b) Devel opnment and use of an assessnment process for identifying
persons, prior to placenent, who may be vulnerable to victim zation by
adults identified under (a) of this subsection as presenting a noderate
or high risk of sexually aggressive behavior. The assessnent process
shal | consider the individual circunstances of the person, including
his or her age, physical size, sexual abuse history, nental and
enotional condition, and other factors relevant to vulnerability;

(c) Devel opnent and use of placenent criteria to avoid assigning
adults who present a noderate or high risk of sexually aggressive
behavior to the sane sleeping quarters as persons assessed as
vul nerabl e to sexual victim zation, except that they nay be assigned to
the sanme nultipl e-person sleeping quarters if those sleeping quarters
are reqgqularly nonitored by visual surveillance equipnent or staff
checks;

(d) Devel opnent and use of procedures for mnimzing, wthin
avai | abl e funds, unsupervi sed contact in state-operated or state-funded
boardi ng hones between adults presenting noderate to high risk of
sexual |y aggressive behavior and persons assessed as vulnerable to
sexual victimzation. The procedures shall include taking reasonable
steps to prohibit any person placed in a state-operated or state-funded
boardi ng hone who presents a noderate to high risk of sexually
aggressi ve behavior fromentering any sl eeping quarters other than the
one to which the person is assigned, unless acconpanied by an
authorized adult, and increased twenty-four hour supervision of
sexual |y aggressive adults.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the followi ng terns have the
fol | ow ng neani ngs:
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(a) "Sleeping quarters” neans the bedroons or other roonms within a
boar di ng honme desi gnated for sl eeping.

(b) "Unsupervised contact" neans contact occurring outside the
sight or hearing of a responsible adult for nore than a reasonable
period of time under the circunstances.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnent of social and health services
shall report to the |l egislature by Decenber 1, 1999, on the foll ow ng:
(1) Devel opnent of the assessnent process for identifying adults who
present a noderate to high risk of sexually aggressive behavior for the
pur poses of sections 1 through 6 of this act; (2) devel opnent of the
assessnment process for determ ning when a person may be vul nerable to
victim zation by an adult who presents a noderate to high risk of
sexual | y aggressive behavior for the purposes of sections 1 through 6
of this act; and (3) developnent of the placenent criteria and
procedures required under section 2 of this act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. The policy devel oped under section 2 of this
act shall be inplemented within the department of social and health
services by January 1, 2000.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The departnment of social and health services
shal | provide an eval uation of the i npl enmentation of sections 1 through
6 of this act to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2000. The eval uation
shal |l identify: (1) The nunber of adults assessed as presenting a
noderate to high risk of sexually aggressive behavior; (2) the nunber
of adults assessed as being vulnerable to victimzation; (3) the
ef fecti veness of avoiding assigning adults who present a noderate or
hi gh ri sk of sexual |y aggressi ve behavi or to the sane sl eeping quarters
as adults assessed as being vulnerable to sexual victimzation by
utilizing the assessnent and pl acenent process set forth in section 2
of this act; (4) the effectiveness of mnimzing, within available
funds, unsupervised contact between adults who present a noderate or
hi gh risk of sexually aggressive behavior and adults assessed as bei ng
vul nerable to sexual victimzation utilizing the procedures set forth
in section 2 of this act; and (5) the nunber of adults identified as
nmoderate to high risk of sexually aggressive behavior who were pl aced
in state-operated or state-funded boardi ng homes with an adult who has
been identified as sexually vul nerable. The departnent shall identify
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the resources necessary to provide separate placenents for persons
identified in this subsection and shall identify alternative
adm ni strative processes for managi ng the placenent of these persons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. For each person placed in a state-operated
or state-funded boarding hone the secretary of social and health
services or the secretary’s designee shall:

(1) Conduct assessnents to determne the risk of: (a) Sexually
aggressive behavior as provided in section 2 of this act; and (b)
vul nerability to sexually aggressive behavior as provided in section 2
of this act;

(2) Develop placenent criteria to avoid assigning persons who
present a noderate or high risk of sexually aggressive behavior to the
sane sleeping quarters as persons assessed as vulnerable to sexua
victim zation.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. The policy devel oped under section 6 of this
act shall be inplenmented by July 1, 2000.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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