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S-1665.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5113

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Energy, Technology & Teleconmunications
(originally sponsored by Senator T. Shel don)

Read first tine 02/ 26/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the process for considering proposed water
conpany rate increases at the utilities and transportati on conm ssi on;
addi ng a new section to chapter 80.28 RCW creating a new section; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 80.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Notwithstanding the thirty-day tine Iimt in RCW 80.28. 060,
when the conmm ssion elects to consider a water conpany’s filing for a
proposed change in rates or charges at an open neeting in lieu of a
hearing, and receives public comment at the open neeting in opposition
to the recommended changes, the comm ssion shall suspend the proposed
changes for up to fourteen days fromthe date of the open neeting for
the limted purpose of:

(a) Receiving additional witten comments, which shall be due
wi thin seven days, in response to conm ssion staff recomrendations or
the conpany’s testinony presented at the open neeting; and
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(b) Considering public comment received at the open neeting and
filed within seven days after the open neeting, prior to taking final
action on the proposed changes.

(2) The comm ssion shall provide, upon request of a custoner
affected by a water conpany’s filing for a proposed change in rates or
charges, a custoner information docunent that explains the following in
a clear and conci se manner:

(a) The types of conplaints about a water conpany’s service over
whi ch the comm ssion does and does not have the authority to act;

(b) The standards by which the comm ssion nust determ ne whet her a
wat er conpany is entitled to a proposed change inits rates or charges;

(c) The process and tinelines in which the comm ssion nmust act on
a wat er conpany’s proposed change in its rates or charges, including:
(1) The ways in which a custoner can effectively participate in the
process prior to the commssionissuing its final order on the proposed
changes; and (ii) the process by which a custoner can appeal a final
order.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. (1) The wutilities and transportation
conmi ssi on shall prepare the custoner information docunent by Sept enber
1, 1999, with the participation of the office of the attorney general
public counsel and the departnent of health.

(2) This section expires January 1, 2000.

~-- END ---
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