HOUSE RESOLUTION NO.  99-4704, by Representatives Kenney,
Vel oria, Van Luven, Dunn, Ruderman, Linville, Keiser, Stensen,
Edwar ds, Ronero, Boldt, Mel ke, O Brien, Santos, Schual -Berke, Ogden,
D ckerson, McIntire, Wod, Kagi, Skinner, Hankins, Buck, Ball asiotes
and K. Schm dt

WHEREAS, It is the policy of the Washington State Legislature to
support econom ¢ devel opnent throughout our state, which in turn
creates jobs for our citizens and el evates the standards of I|iving,
especially for those in distressed areas; and

VWHEREAS, There are twenty-seven federally recognized Indian
tribes located in Washington State, each using their governnenta
authority and responsibility to encourage econom ¢ devel opment within
tribal reservations; and

WHEREAS, The Governor and tribal |eaders undertook the "Tri bal
Economic Vitality Initiative" which resulted in the report on the
Econom c Contri butions of Indian Tribes to the Econonmy of Washi ngton
State"; and

WHEREAS, Washington tribes contribute one billion dollars
annually to the state’'s overall econony and in 1997, spent 865
mllion dollars for supplies, equipnment, and services; and

WHEREAS, President Cinton signed a directive in 1998 ordering
the developnment of a strategic plan for coordinating economc
devel opnent in American I ndian conmunities recognizing its inportance
due to the fact that many tribes are economcally I|agging behind
mai n- stream Ameri can communities; and

VWHEREAS, Econom c devel opnent has been a |l ong-termagoal for the
tribes in Washington, because like rural and distressed counties,
t hey suffer from high unenpl oynent and | ack of infrastructure; and

VWHEREAS, The aver age annual wages for tribal enpl oynent anount ed
to 18,000 dollars, which is about forty percent | ower than the state-
wi de average of 32,400 dollars; and

VWHEREAS, Tribal enterprises currently enploy 14, 375 WAshi ngt on
citizens full time, including nontribal enployees, and i nfuse noneys
into the surroundi ng regi onal econom es;

NOW  THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, That the House of
Representatives recogni ze the cooperative effort of Governor Locke
and the Washington tribes in the "Tribal Economc Vitality
Initiative" and the report on the "Econom c Contributions of Indian
Tribes to the Econony of Washington State"; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives
recogni ze the econom c contri bution of the Washi ngton tri bes and t hat
their tribal enterprises conprise a vital sector of Wshington's
econony; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives
encourage state agencies to support econom c devel opnent efforts of
Washi ngton tri bes.

~-- END ---



