HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 99-4651, by Representatives Van Luven,
Vel oria, Dunn, Eickneyer, Radcliff, Ballasiotes, MIloscia, Mrris,
D. Sommers, Wl fe and Gonbosky

VWHEREAS, The agricultural crops produced in the state of
Washi ngton during World War Il proved to be a critical difference
bet ween w nning the war or |osing the war; and

VWHEREAS, Washi ngton farnmers faced a dual chall enge during Wrld
War Il to produce food for donestic consunption and for our arned
forces and our allies abroad; and

WHEREAS, An award wi nni ng book, Mexican Labor in Wrld War |
by Washi ngton State author Dr. Erasno Ganboa has now brought to |igh
the major contributions made by Mexican agricultural |aborers i
Washi ngton State during the war; and

VWHEREAS, Between 1943 and 1947 the nation’s acute | abor shortage
necessitated the recruitnent of approximately 15,200 workers from
Mexi co, called Braceros, to save our state’s crops and stabilize our
agricultural industry; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate and deserving to bring recognitionto
the untold sacrifices and contributions by the Mexican nen who
traveled far from their honmeland to cone to Washington State as
unsung heros to harvest the food that graced our tables at hone and
sustai ned our fighting nen and wonen on the war front; and

VWHEREAS, The Mexi can wor ker now st ands as an i nportant synbol of
dedi cation, discipline, courage, hard work, perseverance, and
patriotism and

WHEREAS, The historical contributions of Mexican farm |l aborers
during World War |11 now stands as an inportant part of our state's
proud history;

NOW  THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED, That the House of
Representatives of the state of Washington recognize and honor the
| egacy and the critical role that Mexican farm | aborers played and
continue to play in mking our state’'s inportant agricultural
i ndustry successful; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
imredi ately transmtted by the Co-Chief Cerks of the House of
Representatives to the Consul General of Mexico, the Washington State
Hi storical Society, the Washington State Apple Conm ssion, and the
Washi ngton State Farm Bureau.
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