HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 99- 4648, by Representatives Wod, Cooper,
DeBol t, Gombosky, Benson, Tokuda, Conway and Sullivan

VWHEREAS, Suicide is the eighth |eading cause of death in
Washi ngton and the second-listed cause of death for those between
ages fifteen and thirty-four, claimng seven hundred eighty-five
lives in Washington in 1996, as reported by Washington State Vital
Statistics (1996) and the Washington State Departnent of Health
Center for Health Statistics (1997); and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Survey of Adolescent Health
Behavi ors (1988-1992) indicates that one Washington youth in ten
attenpts suicide and one in five seriously contenpl ates suicide; and

WHEREAS, The suicide conpletion rate, according to the Center
for Health Statistics, has increased in the fifteen to thirty-five
age group by four hundred thirty-five percent from 1960 to 1996,
whil e total deaths increased only one hundred fifty-four percent; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Health’s Youth Suicide reported that,
anong youth, nonfatal suicide attenpts outnunber suicide deaths by
approxi mately seven to one, and according to An Assessnent of Suicide
in Washington State (June 1994), nonfatal suicide attenpts often
result in significant nedical and econom c costs, and in physical,
enotional, and psychological danmages, and acute care hospital
treatment of nonfatal suicide patients from21990 t hrough 1992 total ed
forty-three mllion dollars, not including physician’s fees; and

WHEREAS, The stigma associated with nmental illness hinders
suicide prevention by keeping persons at risk from seeking
assi stance, and the stigma associated with conpleted suicides may
prevent famly nmenbers fromregai ning neaningful |ives; and

VWHEREAS, Suicide is a conplex and nultifaceted biological,
soci ol ogi cal, psychological, and societal problem and deaths from
sui ci de inpose massive econom c burdens on the state through | ost
potential, lost work tinme by those affected, and nedical costs; and

VWHEREAS, Suicide is preventable, and prevention opportunities
are increasing through advanced clinical research, preventive
treatments, and neuroscience, all of which need assistance in
overcom ng the nyths, stigmas, and taboos that have created a sil ence
in our state that may adversely affect suicide prevention education;
and

WHEREAS, The State of Washington has a nationally renowned
suicide prevention program that needs the participation and the
resol ve of the people;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, That the House of
Represent ati ves recogni ze sui cide as a state probl em declare suicide
prevention a priority, and acknow edge that no single program or
effort wwll be appropriate for all comunities; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
imredi ately transmtted by the Co-Chief Cerks of the House of
Representatives to the Director of the Washi ngton St ate Departnment of
Health and to the manager of the Washington State Youth Suicide
Prevention Program

~-- END ---



