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Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lisk, Kenney, Radcliff, MDonald, WIlfe, Haigh,
Qgden, Kessler, Santos, Conway, Linville and Lantz

Read first tinme 03/05/1999.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Anti-Terrorismand Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996
(AEDPA) and the Illegal Imm gration Reformand | mm grant Responsibility
Act of 1996 (I 1 RIRA) represent the nost dramati c changes in inmmgration
law in nore than 30 years; and

WHEREAS, These acts nmandate that the I mm gration and Naturalization
Service (INS) arrest, detain, and deport |arge segnents of the United
States imm grant popul ation and the inplenentation of these | aws has
had far-reaching effects, including unnecessary financial burdens on
the state’s legal, social, and wel fare systens; and

VWHEREAS, The United States has |ong been known as a nation of
imm grants, as a chanpion of human rights for all peoples, and as a
country that holds justice and equality under the | aw anong its hi ghest
i deal s, especially equal justice under |aw, and
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VWHEREAS, |Immgrant detainees may have been |legal pernmanent
residents who have lived alnost their entire lives in the United
States, served in the United States mlitary, have a United States
citizen spouse, or have United States citizen children; and

WHEREAS, Det ai nees, includi ng wonen and children, are frequently in
INS custody for periods longer than seventy-two hours and are
especially vulnerable within the INS system and

WHEREAS, Families consisting of both legal and illegal famly
menbers are often divided causing not only enotional and psychol ogi cal
hardship when nothers are separated from their children, but also
financial difficulties resulting in increased welfare rolls when
primry wage earners are renoved fromtheir jobs;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Presi dent, the Congress, and the appropriate agencies continue to | ook
closely at current immgration | aw and I NS policies and practices, and
t hat necessary changes be nade so that probl ens surroundi ng i nm gration
may be resol ved as soon as possible; and

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, each nenber of Congress fromthe State
of Washington, Doris Meissner, Comm ssioner of the Inmgration and
Nat ural i zation Service, and Gary Locke, the Governor of the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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