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Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Regala, Sunp, Linville, G Chandler and Hai gh

Read first tinme 02/01/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The introduction of aquatic nui sance species, such as the
zebra nussel, European green crab, and the mtten crab have the
potential to cause significant environnental and econom c damage to our
state and nation; and

WHEREAS, Aquati c nui sance species can spread fromany state within
our nation causing harmto all; and

WHEREAS, The Noni ndi genous Aquati ¢ Nui sance Prevention and Control
Act of 1990 authorizes the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force to
approve aquati c nui sance speci es managenent plans that are submtted by
state governors, and authorizes the United States Fish and WIldlife
Service to fund up to seventy-five percent of the inplenmentation cost
of approved pl ans; and
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VWHEREAS, An inportant function of aquatic nuisance species
managenent plans is to encourage state and regional jurisdictions to
respond to aquati c nui sance speci es probl ens; and

WHEREAS, Congress has authorized four mllion dollars annually to
fund the inplenentation of state nmanagenent plans to mnimze the
envi ronnent al and econom ¢ damage caused by aquati c nui sance species to
our state and nation; and

WHEREAS, | n recent years only two hundred t housand dol | ars has been
appropriated annually to fund the inplenmentation of aquatic nuisance
speci es managenent pl ans; and

VWHEREAS, The WaAshi ngton State Aquatic Nui sance Speci es Managenent
Plan alone identified one mllion seven hundred thousand dollars in
addi tional fundi ng needed to address aquati c nui sance speci es probl ens;
and

WHEREAS, Two hundred t housand dollars is inadequate to allowfifty
states, as well as interstate organizations, to inplenent effective
prograns identified in aquatic nuisance speci es nmanagenent pl ans; and

WHEREAS, The appropriation of the full four mllion dollars
authorized to fund aquatic nui sance species nanagenent plans would
encourage devel opnent of plans, and thereby serve to reduce the
destructive i npact of aquatic nui sance species and mnim ze the risk of
their spread to other states;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Presi dent and Congress should recognize the destructive potential of
aquatic nuisance species and act to mnimze this destruction by
supporting appropriation of the four mllion dollars authorizedto fund
state aquati c nui sance speci es managenent plans in fiscal year 2000 and
future years.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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