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H 4264. 2

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4219

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Fisher, Radcliff, O Brien and Ogden

Read first time 02/02/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEAQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anmendnment to
Article VI1, section ... of the Constitution of the state of Washi ngton
to read as foll ows:

Article VI, section. . .. Notw thstanding any provision of this
Constitution, the legislature may by general I|aw authorize the
| egi sl ative authority of any county, city, or town to create boundaries
within its jurisdiction, containing only real property which wll
increase in true and fair value by reason of specified transportation
i nprovenents within those boundaries, and may provide that all or a
portion of the ad valoremtaxes |levied within those boundari es agai nst
increases in the true and fair value of the real property as a result
of the transportation i nprovenents nmay be used to pay for the specified
transportation inprovenents or to pay public obligations incurred to
fund the specified transportation inprovenents. Public obligations
incurred for these transportation i nprovenents and payabl e solely from
revenues from these transportation inprovenents and any ad val orem
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taxes levied against the increases in real property value shall not
constitute general indebtedness.

For the purposes of this section, "ad val oremtaxes" neans:

(1) Ad valorem taxes subject to the aggregate limtation on tax
levies by the state and all taxing districts in section 2 of this
Article; and

(2) Ad valoremtaxes levied by port districts and public utility
districts, except for ad valorem taxes levied specifically for the
purpose of nmeking required paynents of principal and interest on
general indebtedness.

Not hing in this section authorizes the provision of transportation
i nprovenents which counties, cities, and towns may not otherw se
provi de.

Nothing in this section authorizes a county, city, or town to
exerci se powers of em nent domain contrary to the provisions of Article
|, section 16 of this Constitution.

Nothing in this section authorizes a county, city, or town to
pl edge all or part of its full faith and credit or any other tax
revenues without conplying with the laws relating to the incurring of
general indebtedness, including Article VIIl, section 1 and section 6
of this Constitution, or to aggregate tax levies in excess of the
[imtation on levies in section 2 of this Article. However, no bonds
that constitute general indebtedness and which use the funding
mechani sm contained in this section shall be issued to fund all or a
portion of the specified transportation inprovenents unless a public
hearing on the issue of the bonds is held prior to the time boundaries
are created pursuant to this section. The notice for a public hearing
shal | incl ude: (1) A statenent that the county, city, or town nust
pledge its full faith and credit toward the paynent of any genera
i ndebt edness whi ch uses the fundi ng mechani smcontai ned i n the section;
(2) a statenment that in the absence of sufficient revenues under this
fundi ng mechanism the debt service nust be made from then existing
taxes or other revenues, which may result in an increase in taxes or
reduction in existing prograns; and (3) an estimate of the dollar
anount of debt service on the bonds per year, and an estimate of the
total principal and interest paynments required for the full termof the
bonds. The use of the funding nechani smcontained in this section to
pay principal and interest on general indebtedness, which is not
required to be approved by the voters pursuant to Article VIII, section
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6 of this Constitution, is subject to potential referendum approval by
sinple majority vote of the voters of the county, city, or town.

After the initial adoption of a law by the | egislature authorizing
the use of ad valorem taxes |levied against increases in the true and
fair value of real property to finance specified transportation
i nprovenents, no anendnment to the act which expands the nature of the
areas within which ad valorem taxes |evied against increases in the
true and fair value of real property may be used to finance specified
transportation inprovenents, or adds to the purposes and types of
transportation i nprovenents that may be financed wth these revenues,
or reduces the requirenents which nust be net if public obligations are
incurred to fund the specified transportation inprovenents, shall be
valid unless the anmendnent is enacted by a favorable vote of three-
fifths of the nenbers el ected to each house of the legislature and is
subj ect to referendum petition.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of the foregoing constitutional amendnent to be published at
| east four times during the four weeks next preceding the election in
every |l egal newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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