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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4202

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Quall, Carlson, Keiser, Ednonds, Linville, Haigh,
Stensen, Doumt, Hatfield, Cooper, D ckerson, Regala, O Brien, Reardon,
Lantz, Edwards, Kenney, Dunshee, Lovick, Scott, Hurst, H Sommers,
Gonbosky, Morris, Conway, Ogden, Wl fe, Kagi, Schual-Berke, Mirray,
Radcliff, D. Schmdt, Cody, Wwod, Santos, Mlintire and Poul sen; by
request of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Read first tine 01/19/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEAQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anmendnment to
Article VI, section 2; and an anendnment to Article VIII, section 6 of
the Constitution of the state of Washington to read as foll ows:

Article VIlI, section 2. Except as hereinafter provided and
not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of this Constitution, the aggregate
of all tax |evies upon real and personal property by the state and al
taxing districts now existing or hereafter created, shall not in any
year exceed one percent of the true and fair value of such property in
nmoney: Provi ded, however, That nothing herein shall prevent |evies at
the rates now provided by law by or for any port or public utility
district. The term"taxing district” for the purposes of this section
shal | nmean any political subdivision, municipal corporation, district,
or other governnental agency authorized by lawto | evy, or have | evied
for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other than a port or public
utility district. Such aggregate limtation or any specific limtation
i nposed by lawin conformty therewith may be exceeded only as fol |l ows:
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(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by
a mpjority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the taxing
district voting on the proposition to levy such additional tax
submtted not nore than twelve nonths prior to the date on which the
proposed initial levy is to be nade and not oftener than twi ce in such
twelve nonth period, either at a special election or at the regular
el ection of such taxing district, at which election the nunber of
voters voting "yes" on the proposition shall constitute three-fifths of
a nunber equal to forty percent of the total nunber of voters voting in
such taxing district at the |ast preceding general election when the
nunber of voters voting on the proposition does not exceed forty
percent of the total nunmber of voters voting in such taxing district in
the last preceding general election; or by a mgjority of at |east
three-fifths of the voters of the taxing district voting on the
proposition to | evy when t he nunber of voters voting on the proposition
exceeds forty percent of the nunmber of voters voting in such taxing
district in the last preceding general election: Provi ded, That
notwi thstanding any other provision of this Constitution, any
proposition pursuant to this subsection to | evy additional tax for the
support of the conmmon schools may provide such support for a period of
up to four years and any proposition to levy an additional tax to
support the construction, nodernization, or renodeling of school
facilities may provide such support for a period not exceeding siXx
years: PROVI DED FURTHER, That a proposition under this subsection to
|l evy an additional tax for a school district shall be authorized by a
majority of the voters voting on the proposition;

(b) By any taxing district otherwi se authorized by |law to issue
general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sol e purpose of
making the required paynents of principal and interest on genera
obligation bonds issued solely for capital purposes, other than the
repl acenent of equipnment, when authorized so to do by mpjority of at
| east three-fifths of the voters of the taxing district voting on the
proposition to i ssue such bonds and to pay the principal and interest
thereon by annual tax levies in excess of the limtation herein
provided during the term of such bonds, submtted not oftener than
tw ce in any cal endar year, at an election held in the nmanner provi ded
by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election
the total nunber of voters voting on the proposition shall constitute
not less than forty percent of the total nunber of voters voting in
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such taxing district at the | ast precedi ng general el ection: Provided,
That any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of its
governi ng body to refund any general obligation bonds of said district
i ssued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the interest
t hereon and anortization thereof by annual |evies in excess of the tax
[imtation provided for herein((+)): PROVI DED FURTHER, That a
proposition by a school district to issue bonds, and to pay the
principal and interest on the bonds by an annual tax levy during the
termof the bonds in excess of the limtation provided in this section,
shall be authorized by a majority of the voters voting on the
proposition: And provided further, That the provisions of this section
shall also be subject to the limtations contained in Article VIII
Section 6, of this Constitution;

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of
preventing the inpairnment of the obligation of a contract when ordered
so to do by a court of l|last resort.

Article WVIII, section 6. No county, city, town, ((secheel
eist+i+et5-)) or ot her munici pal corporation shall for any purpose becone
i ndebted in any manner to an anount exceeding one and one-half per
centum of the taxable property in such county, city, town, ((secheel
eist++et5)) or other nunicipal corporation, wthout the assent of
three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an election to be held for
that purpose, nor in cases requiring such assent shall the total
i ndebt edness at any tinme exceed five per centum on the value of the
t axabl e property therein, to be ascertained by the | ast assessnent for
state and county purposes previous to the incurring of such
i ndebt edness, except that in incorporated cities the assessnment shal
be taken fromthe | ast assessnent for city purposes: Provided, That
the assent necessary to authorize a school district to incur such debt
shall be a mmjority vote: PROVI DED FURTHER, That no part of the
i ndebt edness allowed in this section shall be incurred for any purpose
other than strictly county, city, town, school district, or other
muni ci pal purposes: Provided further, That (a) any city or town, wth
such assent, may be all owed to becone indebted to a | arger anount, but
not exceeding five per centum additional for supplying such city or
town with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the works for
suppl yi ng such water, light, and sewers shall be owned and controlled
by the municipality and (b) any school district with ((sueh)) majority
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assent, may be allowed to becone indebted to a |arger anount but not
exceeding five per centum additional for capital outlays.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
tinmes during the four weeks next preceding the election in every |egal
newspaper in the state.

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the foregoing anmendnent shall be
construed as a single anmendnent within the nmeaning of Article XX II
section 1 of the state Constitution.

The legislature finds that the changes contained in the foregoing
amendnent constitute a single integrated plan providing for a sinple
majority of voters voting to authorize school district levies and
bonds. If the foregoing anmendnent is held to be separate anmendnents,
this joint resolution shall be void inits entirety and shall be of no
further force and effect.

~-- END ---
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