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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4026

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Doumt, Buck, Anderson, Sunp, Eicknmeyer, Hatfield
and Schoesl er

Read first tinme 01/24/2000. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resour ces.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UNI TED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COWM TTEE ON RESOURCES, AND TO THE UN TED
STATES SENATE COWMM TTEE ON COMMERCE, SCI ENCE, AND TRANSPORTATI ON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The state of Washington has enbarked on a nmmjor sal non
recovery effort as reflected in significant |egislationenacted in 1998
and 1999; and

VWHEREAS, The state of Wshington has fornulated a state-w de
strategy to recover sal non; and

WHEREAS, The state of Washi ngton has spent and i s prepared to spend
mllions of dollars to protect and restore sal non popul ati ons; and

WHEREAS, The state of Washington is aggressively pursuing sal non
recovery through a conprehensive undertaking in partnerships wth
federal agencies, Indian tribal nations, |ocal governnments, nonprofit
or gani zati ons, and others; and
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WHEREAS, The national marine fisheries service has |isted under the
f ederal endangered species act a nunber of sal non species that live in
evolutionarily significant units wthin Washington state; and

WHEREAS, Predation by certain mgratory birds such as the Caspian
Tern is wdely viewed as a significant issue for recovery of |isted
fish species throughout Washi ngton inland and coastal waters; and

WHEREAS, The federal mgratory bird treaty act of 1918, 16 U S. C A
Sec. 703 et seq., has proven ineffective in managing mgratory bird
predati on on sal noni ds; and

WHEREAS, Washington’s efforts toward salnon recovery, while
addressing nearly all the factors that have led to the decline of
sal non, cannot currently, because of federal |aw, effectively address
predation by these mgratory birds; and

WHEREAS, Public confidence and support of Wshington's salnon
recovery efforts will be dimnished unless the interaction anong
m gratory birds and sal noni d popul ations i s better understood and site-
specific conflicts are addressed;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
pass | egislation that anends the federal mgratory bird treaty act of
1918, 16 U.S.C A Sec. 703 et seqg., to provide a nore effective neans
to allow for the protection and restoration of sal nonid popul ati ons.

Congress is further urged to:

(1) Fund joint federal and state research on mgratory bird
interactions with sal noni ds, especially site-specificinvestigationsto
determne the significance of mgratory bird predation on adult and
juvenile salnonids for stock recovery, and to develop a cohesive
conservation plan that bal ances protection of both mgratory birds and
sal noni ds;

(2) Gant at least |imted managenent authority for state and
federal agencies to renove those mgratory birds preying on listed fish
stocks at areas of restricted fish passage.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the United States House of Representatives Conmttee on
Resources, the United States Senate Comm ttee on Cormerce, Science, and
Transportation, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
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1 of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe
2 State of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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