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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4019

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Reardon, Cooper, Lovick, Thomas, G ant, Kessler,
Hatfield, O Brien, Cody, Conway, Tokuda, Wlfe, Ogden, Rudernman,
Murray, Schual - Ber ke, Stensen, Ednonds, Santos, Lantz, Linville, Pflug,
Rockefel |l er, Whod and Hur st

Read first time 01/13/2000. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONCGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATI ON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Ensuring the safety of citizens residing near pipelines
carrying hazardous substances and protecting the surrounding
environnent fromthe deleterious effects of pipeline spills are vital
state and local responsibilities, yet the oversight of interstate
pi pel i nes has been | argely preenpted by federal |aw, and

WHEREAS, Several significant pipeline spills have occurred in
Washi ngton State in recent years, including a major petroleumspill in
the Gty of Bellingham resulting in a fire which killed three people
and destroyed nuch of a city park; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton Governor Gary Locke thereafter fornmed a study
team of |ocal and state fuel accident response agencies, which in the
course of numerous neetings, briefings, and public hearings |earned
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that current federal oversight of pipeline safety is i nadequate i n many
respects; and

WHEREAS, Washi ngton State through its Legislature and Governor are
devel opi ng a strong, coordinated program of state and | ocal oversi ght
of pipeline safety that will be well integrated with concurrent federal
oversight; and

WHEREAS, Such a program cannot be fully inplemented without action
by the Congress and the President to nodify existing statutes and
provi de necessary adm ni strative and budgetary support;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that:

(1) The Congress enact |egislation anending the federal Pipeline
Safety Act (49 U S.C. Section 60101, et seq.) to allow states to adopt
and enforce standards stricter than federal standards where to do so
would not interfere with interstate comerce;

(2) Such Act be further anended to allow states at their option to
seek authority to admnister and enforce federal pipeline safety
st andar ds;

(3) As an interim neasure pending congressional consideration of
such |l egislative enactnents the President direct the federal Ofice of
Pipeline Safety to grant authority to states that qualify to enforce
federal standards; and

(4) The Congress increase funding to allow states to inplenent
pi pel i ne saf ety neasures, to support states with del egated authority to
enforce federal standards, and to the Ofice of Pipeline Safety for
addi tional research and devel opnent of technol ogies for testing, |eak
detection, and oversight operations.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the Secretary of the United States Departnent of
Transportation, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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