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St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Murray, Ronero and Anderson

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

TO THE WASHI NGTON STATE | NVESTMENT BOARD:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in | egislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The people of the state of Wshington have a |ong
tradition of concern for human rights, both in our communities and
around the world; and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Constitution is founded upon the
princi pals of popular sovereignty, due process, and the rule of |aw
and

WHEREAS, The state of Washington is part and parcel of the United
States of Anerica, which has signed and pl edged to uphold the United
Nati ons’ Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and t he Geneva Protocol
whi ch guarantee the right to self-determnation of all people and
prohibit torture, extrajudicial killing, and arbitrary detention; and

WHEREAS, Qur state’'s ties with the Pacific R m Region, including
trade, investnent, agriculture, industry, and tourismare increasingly
significant to the econony of the state of Washi ngton and the countries
of the Pacific Rm and
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WHEREAS, People hailing from the Pacific R m Region nmake up an
i ncreasing percentage of the citizens of the state of Wshington,
i ncreasing our ethnic and cultural connections to the region; and

WHEREAS, The increased economc ties between the state of
Washington and the Pacific R m Region bring with them greater
i nt er dependence; and

VWHEREAS, This increased interdependence brings with it a greater
mut ual responsibility to exam ne the inpact that our relationship has
upon the people and environnent of both regions; and

VWHEREAS, Since its invasion on Decenber 7, 1975, the governnent of
| ndonesia has illegally occupied the fornmer Portuguese col ony of East
Tinmor in violation of the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and eight separate United Nations General Assenbly
resol uti ons condemi ng the I ndonesi an occupation; and

WHEREAS, This violent and illegal occupation has caused the death
of over 200,000 East Tinorese, approximately one-third of the
prei nvasi on popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, The extrajudicial executions continue in East Tinor to
this day, including the Novenber 1998 massacre of over 50 civilians in
the southern region of Alas, East Tinor; and

WHEREAS, During this occupation the governnent of |ndonesia has
pronoted the forced sterilization of many East Ti norese wonen and has
banned the use of indigenous East Tinorese |anguages, W ping out a
nunber of themin the process; and

WHEREAS, During this occupation, the people of East Ti nor have been
denied the right to determ ne their own political status, as guaranteed
under the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and

WHEREAS, AlIl of these abuses have been extensively docunented by
i ndependent human ri ghts organi zati ons i ncl udi ng Amesty I nternational,
the United States Catholic Bi shops’ Conference, and Human R ghts Wat ch-
Asi a; and

WHEREAS, Many of these abuses have been corroborated by the United
States Departnent of State; and

WHEREAS, The state of Washington is currently investing in many
corporations which, in turn, are obtaining their resources from
illegally occupied East Tinor, in partnership with the |ndonesian
government and the mlitary; and
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WHEREAS, This constitutes a violation of international |aw that
shoul d no | onger be encouraged by the state of Washi ngton i nvest nent of
citizen tax dollars;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that until the
government of Indonesia allows a United Nations’ supervised referendum
in East Tinor concerning its political future, preceded by the conplete
wi t hdrawal of | ndonesian troops from East Tinor, the Washington State
| nvestment Board shall imrediately divest itself from any bank,
financial institution, or other corporation which directly or
indirectly has outstanding | oans to any i ndividual or corporation doing
busi ness within the geographi cal boundaries or coastal waters of East
Ti mor; and

That the state of Washi ngton not sell, rent, or dispose of any real
property or purchase services, including but not limted to granting
the right to lay, construct, maintain, or operate pipelines through,
over, across, or under |and, water, park, reservation, or highway of
the state of Washington, its agencies, or political subdivisions to any
person or private corporation doing business within the geographical
boundari es or coastal waters of East Tinor.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to each nenber of the WAshington State |Investnent Board.

~-- END ---
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