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St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Milliken, Kessler, Cox, Fortunato, DeBolt, Doumt,
McMorris, Linville, B. Chandl er, Al exander, Boldt, O enents, Canpbell,
Crouse, Sunp, Ericksen, Schindler, Melke, Schoesler, G Chandler,
Del vin, Lisk, Hankins, Skinner, Thomas, D. Schm dt, Hatfield, Koster,
Mastin, Parlette and Mtchel

Read first time 02/02/1999. Referred to Comnmttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UNI TED STATES
ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY, THE UNI TED STATES FI SH AND W LDLI FE
SERVI CE, THE NATI ONAL MARI NE FI SHERIES SERVICE, THE UN TED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF COWERCE, AND THE UN TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE
| NTERI OR:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, Many rural areas of this country are experiencing poor
econom ¢ heal th, evidenced by high unenpl oynent and | ow wages; and

VWHEREAS, | n Washington state, the econom c disparity between urban
and rural areas is severe, with a lowrate of business growmh in rural
areas and an erosion of natural resource-based industries; and

WHEREAS, Strong rural economes not only allow rural citizens to
prosper, but also increase the economc well-being of the entire
country in which they are | ocated; and
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VWHEREAS, The success of rural econom c devel opnment neasures depends
upon a rural county’s ability to attract new busi nesses and i ndustries
and to facilitate expansi on of existing businesses and industries; and

WHEREAS, During 1998, a legislative Joint Task Force on Rural Land
Use and Econom c Developnment in Washington State heard extensive
testinmony around the state regarding the inpact of conpliance wth
federal environmental |aws on rural econom c devel opnent; and

VWHEREAS, Rural econom c devel opnent efforts may be inpeded by the

regul atory burdens associated wth federal environnental | aws,
including the Cean Water Act, the Cean Air Act, and the Endangered
Speci es Act;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
St ates Congress reviewthe i npact of federal environnental nandates on
rural areas and consider how to mtigate the inpact on the [ ocal
governnments and residents of these areas.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the United States Environnental Protection Agency, the
United States Fish and Wldlife Service, the National Mrine Fisheries
Service, the United States Departnment of Commerce, the United States
Departnent of the Interior, the President of the United States Senate,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of
Congress fromthe State of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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