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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON 4438

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schoesler, Milliken, Buck, Koster, Sunp, G ant,
M el ke, Doumt, G Chandler, Dunn and Benson

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

WHEREAS, The Washington State Legi sl ature passes | aws that govern
agriculture, fish and wldlife, and the ownership and use of animals
within the state; and

VWHEREAS, Those |aws should pronote public understanding of, and
appreciation for, the wise use of donestic aninmals, fish and wildlife
for scientific purposes, economc benefit, service, enjoynent, and
conpani onshi p; and

VWHEREAS, The state is responsible for wldlife nmanagenent and sport
regul ation, ensuring the health and safety of the public, and ensuring
the health and benefit of wildlife; and

WHEREAS, The responsi ble breeding and care of all fish and ani mals
is essential to the efficient and profitable production of food, fiber,
and ot her ani mal uses and products; and

VWHEREAS, The protection of those engaging in aninal enterprise is
essential tothe intrinsic interdependence of humans and animals and to
t he personal and public benefit of that relationship; and

WHEREAS, The use of scientific and ecological principles is
essential to conserving and managing wildlife and wildlife habitats in
a manner that fosters long-termsurvival and a bal ance between wi | d and
donestic animals; and
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WHEREAS, Research utilizing animals is necessary to ensure the
effective nedical treatnent of humans and ani mal s;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, By the House of Representatives of
the state of Washington, the Senate concurring, that the Legislature
supports properly researched and industry tested |livestock practices
and accepted ani mal husbandry practices that pronote proper ani mal care
and provide consunmers with whol esone food, a choice of fiber products,
and aninmals for service, sport, and conpani onshi p; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That those practices should incl ude:

(1) The pronotion and protection of public safety and health;

(2) Conpliance with and enforcenent of wldlife | aws;

(3) Conpliance with accepted ani mal husbandry standards for ani mal
heal th and the managenent of |ivestock and conpani on ani mal s;

(4) The use of transportation and handling facilities that provide
for livestock health and safety;

(5) Consultation with [icensed veterinarians and i ndustry experts
concerning livestock health needs, |ivestock health care practices, and
the use of |ivestock health products; and

(6) The protection of individuals and public or private entities
t hat engage in ani mal enterprises and adhere to properly researched and
industry tested livestock practices and accepted aninmal husbandry
practices; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the Legi sl ature supports:

(1) Public and private education prograns that present the facts of
ani mal production, use, service, and conpanionship to the genera
public;

(2) Research that inproves scientific know edge, human and ani na
health and productivity and the quality of animal products, and the
devel opnment of practical nethods for inplenenting the findings of that
research; and

(3) WIldlife managenent practices, based on scientific research
that ensure the security of healthy, viable wildlife populations so
t hat those popul ati ons can be properly used and enj oyed by present and
future generations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature shall support and
preserve

(1) Lawful animal practices that increase public awareness of
animals and the inportance of animals in nodern life as sources of
food, fiber, scientific know edge, service, and conpani onshi p; and
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(2) Efforts to protect donestic animal, wldlife, and fish
popul ations by prohibiting transactions involving threatened or
endanger ed speci es without a valid governnment permt, introductions of
fish and wldlife that are contradicted by wildlife rules and | aws and
of fenses conm tted agai nst animals, and by encouragi ng the responsi bl e
pl acenment by shelters of conpanion animals into appropriate adoptive
homes; and

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the Legi sl ature opposes:

(1) The expenditure of public funds to pronote animal rights and
the use of educational materials in public schools that di scourage the
use and enjoynent of animals and ani mal products; and

(2) Legislation and regulations that would prohibit or unduly
restrict the use of animals in research or for food, fiber, or service
or restrict the responsible breeding and sale of animals as pets or
conpani ons or for hobby, |awful sport, display, or exhibition.

~-- END ---
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