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HOUSE BI LL 3125

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Linville, Ericksen, Mrris and Qual l

Read first time 02/07/2000. Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot program of assertive comunity
treatnment; creating new sections; making appropriations; and providi ng
an expiration date.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the program of

assertive conmmunity treatnment is an effective service delivery nodel of
conprehensi ve comunity treatnent, rehabilitation, and support services

for people with severe and persistent nental illness. The intensive
nature of the services conbined with a team approach has proven
effective in reducing inpatient psychi atric hospi talization,

honel essness, and incarceration for hard-to-serve popul ati ons.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. Recogni zing that other states have
denonstrated program of assertive community treatnent effectiveness
through pilot projects, the legislature directs the secretary of the
departnment of social and health services to contract one mllion
dollars for a pilot program of assertive comunity treatnment to be
adm nistered by a county wth: (1) A wlling provider who has
facilities and services appropriate for the project; (2) an estinmated
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popul ati on of approximately one hundred sixty-one thousand as of Apri
1, 1999; and (3) estimated involuntary treatnent act commtnent

i nvestigations of seven hundred one for 1999. This contract is
contingent upon the explicit allocation of matching funds by the county
of an additional one mllion dollars.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The Washington institute for public policy
is directed to conplete a study of the effectiveness of the pilot
proj ect of programof assertive community treatnment adm ni stered by the
county designated under section 2 of this act. The study shall track
t he peopl e recei ving programof assertive community treatnent services,
conparing their usage of inpatient psychiatric hospital bed days,
honel essness, incarceration, and other neasures to be devel oped, prior
to receiving program of assertive community treatnent services and
after receiving programof assertive community treatnent services for
one year. The study nust be submitted to the appropriate commttees of
the legislature by Decenber 1, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof one mllion dollars, or as much
t hereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund to
the nmental health division of the departnent of social and health
services for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sumof two hundred thousand dollars, or
as nmuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general
fund to the Washington institute for public policy for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2001, to carry out the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 3 of this act expire
Decenber 31, 2001.

~-- END ---
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