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HOUSE BI LL 3025

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mtchell, Fisher, Radcliff, Linville and Wod

Read first time 01/26/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to environnmental permtting; and adding a new
section to Title 81 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to Title 81 RCWto
read as foll ows:

The | egislature recogni zes that use of programmati c approaches to
nat ural resource regul ati on benefits agenci es and applicants by permt
streanl i ni ng and i nproves environnental resource protection by all ow ng
staff and resources to focus on coordi nati ng conpl ex i ssues rather than
routi ne docunentati on.

The legislature encourages the developnent of progranmatic
approaches and general permtting with state and federal agencies. The
Washi ngton state departnents of fish and wildlife, ecol ogy, conmunity,
trade, and economc developnent, and transportation shall work
col | aboratively to assess where the devel opnent of programmatic permts
can inprove coordination anong regul atory agencies and the regul ated
community and to inplenent programmtic approaches to project
permtting. This assessnment should focus on coordination required by
the federal endangered species act and cl ean water act.
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A programmatic approach to environnental permtting is one that
consi ders general categories of activities and outlines neans by which
t hese general activities or prograns can be acconplished in conpliance
with regul ations. This reduces the degree of project analysis and
permt coordination by adopting general recommendations, mnethods, and
paranmeters which mnimze or elimnate inpacts. This is nost
appropriate for routine activities with relatively m nor environnental
i npacts.

These agencies shall report their findings to the |egislature by
January 1, 2001.

~-- END ---
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