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HOUSE BI LL 3024

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mtchell, Fisher, Buck, Haigh, G Chandler, Hurst,
Radcliff, Ogden, Fortunato and Wod

Read first time 01/26/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to wetl and preservation; and addi ng a new chapter
to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
pronote the use of wetland preservation as a conpensatory mtigation
option under appropriate circunstances, and to develop a state policy
regarding the preservation of existing wetlands for conpensatory
mtigation credit. Preservation of existing high-quality wetlands can
real i ze consi derable mtigation cost savings by reducing or elimnating
the need for site design work, site construction, plant materials and
installation, and intensive postconstruction nonitoring. Oten, nore
acres of existing, high-quality natural wetlands can be purchased for
preservation than could be created for the sanme anount of noney.

Preserving existing wetlands also elimnates the uncertainty of
success that acconpanies created wetl ands. Mat ure, functioning
wet | ands devel op over long periods of tinme, achieving a |evel of
quality that may be only attai ned by successful created wetl ands after
a period of decades. The tenporal loss of habitat while a created
wet | and matures is conpletely avoided with wetl and preservati on.
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The | egislature acknow edges that exclusive or excessive use of
wet | and preservation as mtigation mght |ead to an overall net | oss of
wet | ands in Washington state. Therefore, it is also the intent of the
| egislature to pronote preservation as but one mtigation option of
many, to be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, and used only to
preserve those wetl ands of the highest quality which may be t hreat ened
wi th degradation or destruction.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. For the purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Conpensatory mtigation" neans the act of replacing an
i npacted or destroyed wetland with a wetland of equal or greater
function and/or acreage, as required by state and federal regul ations
and gui del i nes; and

(2) "No net | oss" neans the bal ance achi eved when wetl and function
and acreage |ost due to developnent is replaced by a wetland anobunt
equal to that |lost, a one-to-one replacenent ratio.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnent of transportation shal
col ead the coordination of an interagency commttee to develop a state
policy for wetland preservation as conpensatory mtigation and a
menor andum of understanding to be signed by participating agencies.

(2) The departnent of transportation shall establish and cochair a
commttee of agencies involved in wetland protection, regulation, and
mtigation.

(3) The commttee shall include, but is not limted to, the state
departnment of transportation, department of ecology, departnment of
natural resources, departnent of fish and wldlife, parks and

recreation comm ssion, |local agencies, and tribes, and the federa
envi ronnent al protection agency, corps of engineers, fish and wildlife
service, highway adm nistration, and forest service.

(4) The commttee shall report to the legislature on an annua
basis as to the devel opnent of the state preservation policy and the
status of the nenorandum of under standi ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW
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