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HOUSE BI LL 2997

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Linville and G Chandl er

Read first time 01/25/2000. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Rel ating to del egation of authority for water well tagging,
seal i ng, and deconm ssi oni ng; anmendi ng RCW18. 104. 043; anendi ng 1996 c
12 s 1 (uncodified); and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. 1996 ¢ 12 s 1 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:
The legislature finds that experinental del egation of portions of

the well drilling admnistration and enforcenent authority of the
departnent of ecology to willing and able | ocal governnents has been
successful to date. Del egation has provided a nore effective and
ef ficient means of assuring pr oper wel | construction and
deconm ssi oni ng and protection of public health and safety than could
be acconplished by the departnent of ecology acting alone. The

| egislature further finds that wthout |I|egislative action, the
authority for such delegation will expire June 30, 1996. Therefore, it

is the intent of the legislature to ((extend—the—authortty—For))
permanent |y authorize del egati on ((an—-additienal—four—years)).

Sec. 2. RCW18.104.043 and 1996 ¢ 12 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) If requested in witing by the governing body of a |ocal health
district or county, the departnment by nmenorandum of agreenent may
del egate to the governing body the authority to adm ni ster and enforce
the well tagging, sealing, and deconm ssioning portions of the water
wel | construction program

(2) The departnent shall determ ne whether a |ocal health district
or county that seeks del egation under this section has the resources,
capability, and expertise, including qualified field inspectors, to

adm ni ster the del egated program | f the departnent determ nes the
| ocal governnment has these resources, it shall notify well contractors,
consultants, and operators of the proposal. The departnent shal

accept witten comments on the proposal for sixty days after the notice
is mailed.

(3) If the departnment determ nes that a del egation of authority to
a local health district or county to adm nister and enforce the well
sealing and decomm ssioning portions of the water well construction
programw || enhance the public health and safety and the environnent,
t he departnent and the | ocal governing body may enter into a nenorandum
of agreenent setting forth the specific authorities del egated by the
departnent to the | ocal governing body. The nenorandum of agreenent
shall provide for an initial review of the delegation within one year
and for periodic review thereafter.

(4) Wth regard to the portions of the water well construction
program del egat ed under this section, the | ocal governing agency shal
exercise only the authority delegated to it under this section. |If,
after a public hearing, the departnent determnes that a | ocal
governi ng body i s not adm ni stering the programin accordance with this
chapter, it shall notify the | ocal governing body of the deficiencies.
If corrective action is not taken within a reasonable tine, not to
exceed sixty days, the departnment by order shall wthdraw the
del egation of authority.

(5) The departnent shall pronptly furnish the | ocal governing body
with a copy of each water well report and notification of start cards
received in the area covered by a del egated program

(6) The departnent and the | ocal governi ng body shall coordinate to
reduce duplication of effort and shall share all appropriate
i nformation including technical reports, violations, and well reports.

(7) Any person aggrieved by a decision of a local health district
or county under a delegated program may appeal the decision to the

HB 2997 p. 2



N o 0ok W0ODN R

10
11

depart nment. The departnent’s decision is subject to review by the
pol lution control hearings board as provided in RCW43. 21B. 110.

(8) The departnent shall not del egate the authority to |icense well
contractors, renew licenses, receive notices of intent to comrence
constructing a well, receive well reports, or collect state fees
provided for in this chapter.

((9)—Fhis—section—exptres—June—30,—2000-))

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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