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HOUSE BI LL 2978

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ruderman, Van Luven, Hatfield, Stensen, Qgden,
Kessl er, Wod, Conway, Lantz, Keiser and Santos

Read first tinme 01/25/2000. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to training for high technol ogy job opportunities;
addi ng a new chapter to Title 28B RCW and nmaki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that Washi ngton’s
boom ng hi gh technol ogy i ndustries are unabl e to hire enough Washi ngt on
residents to neet their needs for highly skilled enployees. At the
sane tinme, many Washi ngton residents are interested in high technol ogy
fields, but access to progranms in institutions of higher education that
woul d prepare them to take well-paying positions in information
technol ogy and other high technology fields is constrained by the
i nsufficient nunber of available enrollnment slots at the institutions.

(2) The | egi sl ature recogni zes that students, workers, institutions
of higher education, high technology industries, and our state’s
econony as a whole depend upon inproving the state’'s capacity to
prepare nore Washington residents to enter and succeed in the grow ng
hi gh technol ogy sector of the econony.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The information technol ogy enroll nent
grant program is created and shall be adm nistered by the higher
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education coordi nating board. The purpose of this grant programis to
provi de additional opportunities to enroll at public baccal aureate
institutions in prograns that lead to degrees and other recognized
credentials in informati on technol ogy.

(2) The board shall award grants through a conpetitive sel ection
process. In order to be eligible for grants under this chapter, the
grant application nust denonstrate that the proposed project is
supported by at least afifty-percent matching contribution of nonstate
cash or donations fromnonstate sources. State funds awarded through
this program may be used to pay for faculty, staff, or equipnent for
conputer science, conputer engineering, or related disciplines. The
maxi mum grant any institution may receive under this programis one
mllion dollars.

(3) The board shall report to the governor and the legislature
annual |y by Decenber 15th on the inplenentation of this program and
shal | include any recommendati ons t he board may have for changes to the
program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The information technol ogy partnership
grant programis created and shall be adm nistered by the state board
for community and techni cal colleges. The purpose of the programis to
i nprove opportunities to enroll in information technol ogy and conputer
science prograns at the comunity and technical coll eges.

(2) The board shall award grants through a conpetitive sel ection
pr ocess. Col | eges, partnerships of colleges, or partnerships of
coll eges and K-12 school districts may apply for grants under this
program In order to be eligible for a grant under this chapter, the
grant application nust denonstrate that the proposed project is
supported by at least afifty-percent matching contribution of nonstate
cash or donations from nonstate sources.

(3) Priority shall be given to proposed prograns that prepare
students to neet industry standards, achieve industry skil
certificates, or to continue upper division conputer science or
conput er engi neering studies. The maxi numgrant that may be awarded to
any applicant under this programis three hundred thousand doll ars.

(4) The board shall report to the governor and the legislature
annual |y by Decenber 15th on the inplenentation of this program and
shal | include any recommendati ons t he board may have for changes to the
program
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28B RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sumof one mllion tw hundred t housand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, from the general fund to the
hi gher education coordinating board for the purposes of section 2 of
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The sumof one mllion tw hundred t housand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, from the general fund to the
state board for community and technical colleges for the purposes of
section 3 of this act.

~-- END ---
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