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HOUSE BI LL 2864

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Skinner, Fisher, Mtchell, Ogden, Hankins and Hur st

Read first time 01/21/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to traffic safety inprovenent; anending RCW
46. 63. 110 and 46. 68. 041; reenacting and anendi ng RCW43. 59. 150; addi ng
a new section to chapter 43.59 RCW adding a new section to chapter
46. 64 RCW creating a new section; repealing RCW46. 68. 260; prescri bing
penal ties; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the nunber of
traffic crashes resulting in serious or fatal injuries on Washi ngton
roadways is unacceptably high. The vast mmjority of these crashes
result from dangerous driving behavior, often occurring when traffic
infractions and traffic crimes are commtted. It is the intent of the
| egislature to increase fines in order to deter the behavior |eading to
traffic infractions and crinmes, thus reducing the injuries and deaths
that result from traffic crashes. It is further intended that the
i ncreased portion of fines identified in this act wll be used solely
to fund prograns to reduce traffic crashes and reduce the severity of
injuries fromthose crashes and for other traffic safety purposes as
outlined in this act.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.59 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The traffic safety inprovenment account is created in the state
treasury. The purpose of this account is to inprove traffic safety by
funding prograns through the Washington traffic safety conm ssion
particularly those directed by this chapter. The bicycle and
pedestrian safety account and the inpaired driving safety account are
abol i shed as separate accounts and are nerged into the traffic safety
i nprovenent account. All receipts fromadditional penalties collected
under RCW 46.63.110(7) or section 5 of this act, fifty percent of the
penalties collected under RCW 46.61.527(3), and all receipts as
directed by RCW 46.68.041(2) nust be deposited into this account
Expenditures from the account may be used only by the WAshington
traffic safety comm ssion to fund traffic safety inprovenent projects.
Funded projects should include, but not be limted to support for
community traffic safety task forces, state match required by the
Washington traffic safety commssion to qualify for federal highway
safety grants, the drug recognition expert program traffic safety
public informati on and educati on efforts, support for |local comunities
inplenmenting traffic safety | aws passed by the | egi sl ature, bicycle and
pedestrian safety efforts, and other prograns consistent with this
chapter. Only the director of the traffic safety comm ssion or the
director’s designee may authorize expenditures fromthe account. The
account i s subject to allotnent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but
no appropriationis required for expenditures until July 1, 2001, after
whi ch date noneys in the account may be spent only after appropriation.
Any expenditures before July 1, 2001, are subject to review by the
transportation conmmttees of the |egislature.

Sec. 3. RCW43.59.150 and 1999 ¢ 372 s 9 and 1999 c 351 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

((£2r)) The Washington state traffic safety comm ssion shal
establish a program for inproving bicycle and pedestrian safety, and
shal | cooperate with the stakehol ders and i ndependent representatives
to form an advisory commttee to develop prograns and create public
private partnershi ps which pronote bicycle and pedestrian safety. The
traffic safety conmm ssion shall periodically report and nake
recommendations to the ((legistative)) transportation commttees of the
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| egislature on the progress of the bicycle and pedestrian safety
conmm ttee.
((£2)—Thebi I I I . : . . I
b I I I . I . :
proegrans—) )

Sec. 4. RCWA46.63.110 and 1997 ¢ 331 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A person found to have commtted a traffic infraction shall be
assessed a nonetary penalty. No penalty may exceed two hundred and
fifty dollars for each offense unless authorized by this chapter or
title.

(2) The suprenme court shall prescribe by rule a schedule of
nmonet ary penalties for designated traffic infractions. This rule shal
al so specify the conditions under which local courts nay exercise
di scretion in assessing fines and penalties for traffic infractions.
The |l egislature respectfully requests the suprene court to adjust this
schedul e every two years for inflation.

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to
respond to a notice of traffic infraction except where the infraction
relates to parking as defined by |ocal |aw, ordinance, regulation, or
resolution or failure to pay a nonetary penalty inposed pursuant to
this chapter. A local |egislative body may set a nonetary penalty not
to exceed twenty-five dollars for failure to respond to a notice of
traffic infraction relating to parking as defined by local |[aw,
ordi nance, regulation, or resolution. The local court, whether a
muni ci pal , police, or district court, shall inpose the nonetary penalty
set by the local |egislative body.

(4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46. 70 RCWwhi ch are
civil in nature and penalties which may be assessed for violations of
chapter 46.44 RCWrelating to size, weight, and | oad of notor vehicles
are not subject to the limtation on the anount of nonetary penalties
whi ch may be inposed pursuant to this chapter

(5) Whenever a nonetary penalty is inposed by a court under this
chapter it is imedi ately payable. If the person is unable to pay at
that time the court may, in its discretion, grant an extension of the
period in which the penalty may be paid. If the penalty is not paid on
or before the tinme established for paynent the court shall notify the
departnent of the failure to pay the penalty, and the departnent shal
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suspend the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege until the
penalty has been paid and the penalty provided in subsection (3) of
this section has been paid.

(6) In addition to any other penalties inposed under this section
and not subject to the [imtation of subsection (1) of this section, a
person found to have commtted a traffic infraction shall be assessed
a fee of five dollars per infraction. Under no circunstances shal
this fee be reduced or waived. Revenue from this fee shall be
forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the energency nedi cal
services and trauma care systemtrust account under RCW 70. 168. 040.

(7) In addition to any other penalties inposed under this section
and not subject to the [imtation of subsection (1) of this section, a
person found to have commtted a traffic infraction other than of RCW
46. 61.440 or 46.61.527 will be assessed an additional penalty of ten
dollars. The court may not reduce, waive, or suspend the additional
penalty under any circunstances. Revenue fromthe additional penalty
nust be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the traffic
safety inprovenent account under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 46.64 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to any other penalties inposed for conviction of a
violation of this title that is a m sdeneanor, gross m sdeneanor, or
felony or on a person found to be an habitual offender under chapter
46.65 RCW the court nust inpose an additional penalty of fifty
dollars. The court may not reduce, waive, or suspend the additional
penal ty under any circunstances. Revenue fromthe additional penalty
must be forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the traffic
safety inprovenent account under section 2 of this act.

Sec. 6. RCWA46.68.041 and 1998 ¢ 212 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the
departnment shall forward all funds accruing under the provisions of
chapter 46.20 RCWtogether with a proper identifying, detailed report
to the state treasurer who shall deposit such noneys to the credit of
t he hi ghway safety fund.

(2) Sixty-three percent of each fee collected by the departnent
under RCW 46.20.311 (1)(b)(ii), (2)(b)(ii), and (3)(b) shall be
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deposited in the ((+rpatred—drving)) traffic safety

account.

i nprovenent

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 7. RCW 46.68. 260 (Inpaired driving safety

account) and 1998 c 212 s 2 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act takes effect July 1,

~-- END ---

2000.
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