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HOUSE BI LL 2838

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Fortunato, Sullivan, Cairnes, Cenents, Schindler,
Carrell, Campbell, Lanbert and Benson

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to suspension of high-occupancy vehicle | anes
anendi ng RCW 46. 61. 165, 47.52.025, 46.61.165, 47.52.025, 81.104.010,
81.104. 015, 81.104.060, and 81.104.100; creating a new section;
suspendi ng t he effecti veness of RCW81. 100. 010, 81. 100. 020, 81. 100. 030,
81.100. 040, 81.100. 050, 81.100. 060, 81.100.070, 81.100.080, 81.100. 090,
and 81.100.100; repealing RCW 81.100.010, 81.100.020, 81.100.030,
81.100. 040, 81.100. 050, 81.100. 060, 81.100.070, 81.100. 080, 81.100. 090,
and 81. 100. 100; providing contingent effective dates; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The authority of the departnent of
transportation and all |l ocal authorities to establish and enforce high-
occupancy vehicle lanes is suspended until Decenber 1, 2001. As used
in this section "high-occupancy vehicle | ane" nmeans any portion of a
hi ghway, including designated | anes or ranps, reserved or designated
for the exclusive or preferential use of public transportation vehicles
or private notor vehicles carrying no fewer than a specified nunber of
passengers.
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Sec. 2. RCWA46.61.165 and 1999 ¢ 206 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

After Novenber 30, 2001, the state departnent of transportati on and
the local authorities are authorized to reserve all or any portion of
any highway wunder their respective jurisdictions, including any
designated lane or ranp, for the exclusive or preferential use of
public transportation vehicles or private notor vehicles carrying no
fewer than a specified nunber of passengers when such limtation wll
increase the efficient utilization of the highway or will aid in the
conservation of energy resources. Regul ati ons authorizing such
excl usive or preferential use of a highway facility nmay be declared to
be effective at all times or at specified tines of day or on specified
days. Violation of a restriction of highway usage prescribed by the
appropriate authority under this sectionis a traffic infraction.

Sec. 3. RCW47.52.025 and 1974 ex.s. ¢ 133 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In accordance with the restrictions of section 1 of this act
hi ghway aut horities of the state, counties, and i ncorporated cities and
towns, in addition to the specific powers granted in this chapter,
shall also have, and may exercise, relative to limted access
facilities, any and all additional authority, now or hereafter vested
in them relative to highways or streets within their respective
jurisdictions, and may regul ate, restrict, or prohibit the use of such
limted access facilities by various classes of vehicles or traffic.
After Novenber 30, 2001, such highway authorities nmay reserve any
limted access facility or portions thereof, including designated | anes
or ranps for the exclusive or preferential use of public transportation
vehi cles, privately owned buses, or private notor vehicles carrying not
| ess than a specified nunber of passengers when such limtation wll
increase the efficient utilization of the highway facility or wll aid
in the conservation of energy resources. Regulations authorizing such
excl usive or preferential use of a highway facility nmay be declared to
be effective at all tinme or at specified tines of day or on specified
days.

Sec. 4. RCW46.61.165 and 2000 c . . . s 2 (section 2 of this act)
are each anended to read as foll ows:
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After Novenber 30, 2001, the state departnent of transportati on and
the | ocal authorities ((are—autherizedtoe)) may not reserve all or any
portion of any hi ghway under their respective jurisdictions, including
any designated | ane or ranp, for the exclusive or preferential use of
public transportation vehicles or private notor vehicles carrying no
fewer than a specified nunber of passengers ((whenrsueh+Hmtaton—wlH-
. I TIN L . . ¢ he il e I

Sec. 5. RCW47.52.025 and 2000 c . . . s 3 (section 3 of this act)
are each anended to read as foll ows:

( (Fh—accordance—wth—therestrietions—of——seetion—lt—ofthisaety))
Hi ghway aut horities of the state, counties, and i ncorporated cities and
towns, in addition to the specific powers granted in this chapter,
shall also have, and may exercise, relative to limted access
facilities, any and all additional authority, now or hereafter vested
in them relative to highways or streets within their respective
jurisdictions, and may regul ate, restrict, or prohibit the use of such
limted access facilities by various classes of vehicles or traffic.
However, after Novenber 30, 2001, such highway authorities may not

reserve any limted access facility or portions thereof, including
designated lanes or ranps for the exclusive or preferential use of
public transportation vehicles, privately owed buses, or private notor
vehi cl es carrying not | ess than a specified nunber of passengers ((when

b Lt gt e he effici i zati C + he hial

tHres—ef—day—or—on—specifed—days) ).

Sec. 6. RCW81.104.010 and 1992 c 101 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

I ncreasing congestion on Washington’s roadways <calls for
identification and inplenentation of high-capacity transportation
systemal ternatives. The | egislature believes that | ocal jurisdictions

p. 3 HB 2838



0 N O O A WDN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

shoul d coordi nate and be responsi ble for high-capacity transportation
policy devel opnent, program planning, and inplenentation. The state
shoul d assi st by working with | ocal agencies on issues involving rights
of way, partially financing projects neeting established state criteria

( (i dina_devel opnen N

ane-syster ), authorizing local jurisdictions to finance high-capacity
transportation systens through voter-approved tax options, and
provi di ng techni cal assistance and information.

Sec. 7. RCWS81.104.015 and 1999 ¢ 202 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "High-capacity transportation systent neans a systemof public
transportation services wthin an wurbanized region operating
principally on exclusive rights of way, and t he supporting services and
facilities necessary to inplenent such a system including interim
express services ((and-high—eceupancy—vehieletanes)), which taken as
a whol e, provides a substantially higher |evel of passenger capacity,
speed, and service frequency than traditional public transportation
systens operating principally in general purpose roadways.

(2) "Rail fixed guideway system neans a |ight, heavy, or rapid
rail system nonorail, inclined plane, funicular, trolley, or other
fixed rail guideway conponent of a high-capacity transportati on system
that is not regulated by the Federal Railroad Admi nistration, or its
successor. "Rail fixed guideway systeni’ does not nean elevators,
nmovi ng si dewal ks or stairs, and vehicl es suspended fromaerial cables,
unl ess they are an integral conponent of a station served by a rai
fi xed gui deway system

(3) "Regional transit systeni neans a high-capacity transportation
system under the jurisdiction of one or nore transit agencies except
where a regional transit authority created under chapter 81.112 RCW
exi sts, in which case "regional transit systent nmeans the hi gh-capacity
transportation system under the jurisdiction of a regional transit
authority.

(4) "Transit agency" neans city-owned transit systens, county
transportation authorities, netropolitan nunicipal corporations, and
public transportation benefit areas.
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Sec. 8. RCWS81.104.060 and 1991 c 318 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The state’s planning role in high-capacity transportation
devel opnment as one el enent of a nmultinodal transportation systemshoul d
facilitate cooperative state and | ocal planning efforts.

(2) The departnment of transportation may serve as a contractor for
hi gh-capacity transportation system and project design, admnister
construction, and assi st agencies authorized to provide service in the
acqui sition, preservation, and joint use of rights of way.

(3) The departnent and local jurisdictions shall continue to
cooperate with respect to the devel opnent of ((high—ececupaney—vehiecle
Fanes—andrelatedfaciHitiesy)) associ at ed roadways, transfer stations,
peopl e nover systens devel oped either by the public or private sector,
and other rel ated projects.

(4) The departnment in cooperation with local jurisdictions shal
develop policies which enhance the developnent of high-speed
i nterregional systens by both the private and the public sector. These
policies may address joint use of rights of way, identification and
preservation of transportation corridors, and joint devel opment of
stations and other facilities.

Sec. 9. RCW81.104.100 and 1992 c 101 s 23 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

To assure devel opnent of an effective high-capacity transportation
system | ocal authorities shall followthe foll ow ng planni ng process:

(1) Regional, multinodal transportation planning is the ongoing
urban transportation pl anning process conducted in each urbani zed area

by its regional transportation planning organization. During this
process, regional transportation goals are identified, travel patterns
are analyzed, and future land use and travel are projected. The

process provides a conprehensive view of the region’s transportation
needs but does not select specified nodes to serve those needs. The
process shall identify a priority corridor or corridors for further
study of high-capacity transportation facilities if it is deened
feasi ble by local officials.

(2) Hi gh-capacity transportation system planning is the detailed
eval uation of a range of high-capacity transportation system opti ons,
i ncl udi ng: Do nothing, low capital, and ranges of higher capita
facilities. To the extent possible this evaluation shall take into
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account the urban mass transportation adm nistration’s requirenments
identified in subsection (3) of this section.

Hi gh-capacity transportation system planning shall proceed as
fol |l ows:

(a) Organi zation and managenent. The responsible local transit
agency or agencies shall define roles for various |ocal agencies,
revi ew background information, provide for public involvenent, and
devel op a detailed work plan for the system pl anni ng process.

(b) Devel opnent of options. Options to be studied shall be
devel oped to ensure an appropriate range of technol ogies and service
policies can be eval uated. A do-nothing option and a |low capita

option that maxi m zes the current system shall be devel oped. Several
hi gher capital options that consider a range of capital expenditures
for several candidate technol ogies shall be devel oped.

(c) Analysis nethods. The local transit agency shall devel op
reports describing the analysis and assunptions for the estimation of
capital costs, operating and maintenance costs, nethods for travel
forecasting, a financial plan and an eval uati on net hodol ogy.

(d) The system plan submtted to the voters pursuant to RCW
81.104. 140 shall address, but is not l[imted to the foll ow ng issues:

(1) | dentification of | evel and types of hi gh-capacity
transportation services to be provided;

(11) ((Aplan—eot—high-ececupancey—vehicletanestobeeconstruected:-

H++))) ldentification of route alignnents and station |ocations
with sufficient specificity to permt calculation of costs, ridership,
and system i npacts;

((H~)y)) (ii) Performance characteristics of technologies in the
system pl an;

((&w)) (iv) Patronage forecasts;

((&)1)) (v) A financing plan describing: Phasing of investnents;
capital and operating costs and expected revenues; cost-effectiveness
represented by a total cost per systemrider and new rider estinmate;
estimated ridership and the cost of service for each individual high-
capacity line; and identification of the operating revenue to operating
expense ratio((+—

he fi . I hall £ eald Y . I I
. ¢ | hi ol . . bt I
. | il hi-chefacitities)):
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((&+))) (wvi) Description of the relationship between the high-
capacity transportation system plan and adopted | and use pl ans;

((6w++)r)) (vii) An assessnment of social, econom c, and
envi ronnental inpacts; and

((6-9)) (viii) Mbility characteristics of the system presented,
including but not limted to: Qualitative description of system
servi ce philosophy and i npacts; qualitative systemreliability; travel
ti me and nunber of transfers between selected residential, enploynent,
and activity centers; and systemand activity center node splits.

(3) High-capacity transportation project planning is the detailed
identification of alignnents, station |ocations, equi pment and syst ens,
construction schedules, environnmental effects, and costs. Hi gh-
capacity transportation project planning shall proceed as follows: The
| ocal transit agency shall analyze and produce information needed for

the preparation of environnmental inpact statenents. The i npact
statenents shall address the inpact that devel opnent of such a system
will have on abutting or nearby property owners. The process of
identification of alignments and station |ocations shall include
notification of affected property owners by normal |egal publication.
At m ni mum such notification shall include notice on the sanme day for
at | east three weeks in at | east two newspapers of general circulation
in the county where such project is proposed. Special notice of

heari ngs by the conspi cuous posting of notice, in a manner designed to
attract public attention, in the vicinity of areas identified for
station locations or transfer sites shall also be provided.

In order to increase the |ikelihood of future federal funding, the
proj ect planning processes shall follow the urban nmass transportation
adm ni stration’s requirenents as described in "Procedures and Techni cal
Met hods for Transit Project Planning”, published by the United States
departnment of transportation, urban mass transportati on adm ni strati on,
Sept enber 1986, or the nost recent edition. Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to preclude detailed evaluation of nore than one
corridor in the planning process.

The departnment of transportation shall provide system and project
pl anni ng review and nonitoring in cooperation with the expert review
panel identified in RCW 81.104. 110. In addition, the local transit
agency shall maintain a continuous public invol venent programand seek
i nvol venent of other governnent agencies.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. The effectiveness of following acts or
parts of acts are each suspended until Decenber 1, 2001

(1) RCW81.100.010 (Purpose) and 1990 c 43 s 12;

(2) RCW81.100.020 (Definitions) and 1990 c 43 s 13;

(3) RCW81.100.030 (Enployer tax) and 1991 ¢ 363 s 153 & 1990 c 43
s 14;

(4) RCW81.100.040 (Adoption of goals) and 1990 c 43 s 15;

(5 RCW81.100.050 (Survey of tax use) and 1990 c 43 s 16;

(6) RCW 81.100.060 (Excise tax) and 1998 c¢ 321 s 34 (Referendum
Bill No. 49), 1992 c 194 s 12, 1991 c 363 s 154, & 1990 c 43 s 17;

(7) RCW81.100.070 (H gh occupancy vehicle account) and 1991 sp.s.
c 13 ss 105, 119 & 1990 c 43 s 18;

(8) RCW81.100.080 (Use of funds) and 1990 ¢ 43 s 19;

(9) RCWB81.100.090 (Interlocal agreenents) and 1990 ¢ 43 s 20; and

(10) RCW 81.100.100 (Urban public transportation system and 1990
c 43 s 21.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. The follow ng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW81.100.010 (Purpose) and 1990 c 43 s 12;

(2) RCW81.100.020 (Definitions) and 1990 c 43 s 13;

(3) RCW81.100.030 (Enployer tax) and 1991 ¢ 363 s 153 & 1990 c 43
s 14;

(4) RCW81.100.040 (Adoption of goals) and 1990 c 43 s 15;

(5) RCW81.100.050 (Survey of tax use) and 1990 c 43 s 16;

(6) RCW 81.100.060 (Excise tax) and 1998 c 321 s 34 (Referendum
Bill No. 49), 1992 c 194 s 12, 1991 c 363 s 154, & 1990 c 43 s 17;

(7) RCWB81.100.070 (H gh occupancy vehicle account) and 1991 sp.s.
c 13 ss 105, 119 & 1990 c 43 s 18;

(8) RCW81.100.080 (Use of funds) and 1990 c 43 s 19;

(9) RCWB81.100.090 (Interlocal agreenents) and 1990 ¢ 43 s 20; and

(10) RCW 81.100.100 (Urban public transportation system and 1990
c 43 s 21.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. (1) Sections 4, 5 and 11 of this act take
effect Decenber 1, 2001, only if the final report of the panel on
transportati on convened under 1998 c¢ 348 s 202(8), due by Decenber 1,
2000, recommends abolition of high-occupancy vehicle | anes.
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(2) | f the panel recommends continuation of the high-occupancy
vehicle | ane system sections 4, 5, and 11 of this act are null and
voi d, and the statutes suspended by section 10 of this act are restored
to full effectiveness as of Decenber 1, 2001.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 13. There being a state of enmergency wth
regard to transportation services, sections 1 through 3 and 6 through
10 of this act are necessary for the immediate preservation of the
public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state governnent and
its existing public institutions, and take effect immedi ately.

~-- END ---
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