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HOUSE BI LL 2802

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Canpbell, Carrell, Benson, Schindler, Cox,
Bol dt, Milliken, Delvin, Koster and Wod

Read first time 01/20/2000. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the free speech rights of judges and judici al
candi dates; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the right of free
speech, especially political speech, as guaranteed under the First
Amendnent to the United States Constitution and Article |, section 5 of
t he Washi ngton state Constitution and that this right extends fully to
judges and judicial candi dates of our state.

The legislature further recognizes that judges and judicial
candi dates may choose to exercise these rights in order to better
informthe public as to their judicial philosophy and to educate the
people on a wi de range of issues inportant to those who have a civic
duty to elect them

The | egi sl ature hereby declares its belief that judges and judici al
candi dates have aright to freely express and i ncorporate their beliefs
and opi nions in any statenment nmade regardi ng any canpai gn or potenti al
canpaign for judicial office or any issue pertaining thereto w thout
| egal or professional retribution, negative consequence, or penalty to
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1 the standing, evaluation, or privilege of the judge or the judicial
2 candi dat e.

~-- END ---
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