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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2798

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By House Conmmttee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Representatives Lanbert, Canpbell, Cody, Parlette, Kagi, Benson and
Hai gh)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to legibility of prescriptions; anmending RCW
69. 41. 120; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 69. 41. 010; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that we have one of
the finest health care systens in the world and excel |l ent professionals
to deliver that care. However, there are incidents of nedical errors
that are avoi dable and serious m stakes that are preventable. Dr ug
orders that are illegibly witten or are anbi guous or confusing are
factors in nmedical m stakes. The |legislature further finds that over
t he past seven years the American nmedi cal associ ation has urged doctors
toinprove the legibility of handwitten orders for nedications. Every
year approximately one hundred thousand deaths nationally are
attributed to msfilled or illegible prescriptions. The institute for
saf e nmedi cation practices’ data shows that about twenty-five percent of
medi cal errors result frommstakes in witing the prescription.

It is the intent of the legislature to pronote nedical safety as a
top priority for all citizens of our state by requiring that
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prescriptions be clearly witten so that they can be read and
under st ood.

Sec. 2. RCW69.41.010 and 1998 ¢ 222 s 1 and 1998 ¢ 70 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter, the followng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se:

(1) "Admnister” neans the direct application of a |egend drug
whet her by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other neans, to the
body of a patient or research subject by:

(a) A practitioner; or

(b) The patient or research subject at the direction of the
practitioner.

(2) "Deliver" or "delivery" neans the actual, constructive, or
attenpted transfer fromone person to another of a | egend drug, whether
or not there is an agency relationship.

(3) "Departnent” neans the departnent of health.

(4) "D spense” neans the interpretation of a prescription or order
for a legend drug and, pursuant to that prescription or order, the
proper selection, neasuring, conpounding, |abeling, or packaging
necessary to prepare that prescription or order for delivery.

(5) "Dispenser” neans a practitioner who di spenses.

(6) "Distribute" neans to deliver other than by adm nistering or
di spensing a | egend drug.

(7) "Distributor” neans a person who distributes.

(8) "Drug" neans:

(a) Substances recognized as drugs in the official United States
phar macopoei a, of ficial honeopat hi ¢ phar nacopoei a of the United States,
or official national formulary, or any supplenent to any of them

(b) Substances intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mtigation,
treatnent, or prevention of disease in man or aninmals;

(c) Substances (other than food, mnerals or vitamns) intended to
affect the structure or any function of the body of man or animals; and

(d) Substances intended for use as a conponent of any article
specified in clause (a), (b), or (c) of this subsection. It does not
i ncl ude devices or their conponents, parts, or accessories.

(9) "Electronic conmmunication of prescription information" neans
the conmmunication of prescription information by conputer, or the
transm ssion of an exact visual imge of a prescription by facsimle,
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or other electronic neans for original prescription information or
prescriptionrefill information for a |l egend drug between an aut hori zed
practitioner and a pharmacy or the transfer of prescription information
for a legend drug from one pharmacy to anot her pharnacy.

(10) "Legend drugs" neans any drugs which are required by state | aw
or regulation of the state board of pharmacy to be dispensed on
prescription only or are restricted to use by practitioners only.

(11) "Legible prescription” neans a prescription or nedication
order issued by a practitioner that is capable of being read and

understood by the pharnmacist filling the prescription or the nurse or

other practitioner inplenenting the nedication order.

(12) "Medication assistance" neans assistance rendered by a
nonpractitioner to an individual residing in a conmunity-based setting
specified in RCW 69.41.085 to facilitate the individual’'s self-
adm nistration of a |l egend drug or controlled substance. It includes
rem ndi ng or coaching the individual, handing the nedi cation contai ner
to the individual, opening the individual’ s nedication container, using
an enabler, or placing the nedication in the individual’s hand, and
such ot her neans of nedi cati on assi stance as defined by rul e adopt ed by
t he departnent. The nonpractitioner may help in the preparation of
| egend drugs or controll ed substances for self-admnistration where a
practitioner has determned, in consultation wth the individual or the
individual’s representative, that such nedication assistance is
necessary and appropriate. Medi cation assistance shall not include
assistance wth intravenous nedi cations or injectable nedications.

((x21)) (13) "Person" nmeans i ndividual, corporation, government or
governnental subdivision or agency, business trust, estate, trust,
partnership or association, or any other legal entity.

((£3))) (14) "Practitioner" neans:

(a) A physician under chapter 18.71 RCW an osteopathic physician
or an osteopathic physician and surgeon under chapter 18.57 RCW a
dentist under chapter 18.32 RCW a podiatric physician and surgeon
under chapter 18.22 RCW a veterinarian under chapter 18.92 RCW a
regi stered nurse, advanced registered nurse practitioner, or |icensed
practical nurse under chapter 18.79 RCW an optonetrist under chapter
18.53 RCWwho is certified by the optonetry board under RCW 18. 53. 010,
an osteopathic physician assistant wunder chapter 18.57A RCW a
physi ci an assi stant under chapter 18.71A RCW a naturopath licensed
under chapter 18.36A RCW or a pharmaci st under chapter 18.64 RCW
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(b) A pharmacy, hospital, or other institution I|icensed,
regi stered, or otherwise permtted to distribute, dispense, conduct
research with respect to, or to admnister a |l egend drug in the course
of professional practice or research in this state; and

(c) A physician licensed to practice nedicine and surgery or a
physician |icensed to practice osteopathic nmedicine and surgery in any
state, or province of Canada, which shares a comon border with the
state of Washi ngt on.

((4)y)) (15) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the
secretary’s designee.

Sec. 3. RCW69.41.120 and 1990 ¢ 218 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Every drug prescription shall contain an instruction on whether or
not a therapeutically equival ent generic drug may be substitutedinits
pl ace, wunless substitution is permtted under a prior-consent
aut hori zati on.

If a witten prescription is involved, the prescription nust be
| egi ble and the formshall have two signature |ines at opposite ends on
the bottom of the form Under the line at the right side shall be
clearly printed the words "Dl SPENSE AS WRI TTEN'. Under the line at the
|l eft side shall be clearly printed the words "SUBSTI TUTI ON PERM TTED".
The practitioner shall communicate the instructions to the pharnmaci st
by signing the appropriate I|ine. No prescription shall be valid
wi thout the signature of the practitioner on one of these lines. In
the case of a prescription issued by a practitioner in another state
that uses a one-line prescription form or variation thereof, the
phar maci st may substitute a therapeutically equivalent generic drug
unl ess otherwi se instructed by the practitioner through the use of the
words "di spense as witten", words of simlar nmeaning, or sonme other
i ndi cati on.

If an oral prescription is involved, the practitioner or the
practitioner’s agent shall instruct the pharmaci st as to whether or not
a therapeutically equivalent generic drug nmay be substituted in its
pl ace. The pharmaci st shall note the instructions on the file copy of
the prescription.
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1 The pharmaci st shall note the manufacturer of the drug di spensed on
2 the file copy of a witten or oral prescription.

~-- END ---
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