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HOUSE BI LL 2777

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D. Schmdt, Ronero and Radcliff; by request of
Secretary of State

Read first tinme 01/20/2000. Referred to Conmttee on State Gover nnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to candidates for office; amendi ng RCW 29. 24. 020,
29. 24. 030, 29.24.035, 29.24.040, 29.24.060, and 29.71.020; addi ng a new
section to chapter 29.27 RCW adding a new section to chapter 29.24
RCW repealing RCW 29. 24. 055; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29.27 RCW
to imediately foll ow RCW 29. 27.050 to read as foll ows:

In a year in which the president and vice-president of the United
States are to be elected, the secretary of state shall include in the
certification prepared under RCW29. 27. 050 the nanes of all candi dates
for president and vice-president who, at |east forty-five days but not
nmore than one hundred eighty days before the general election, have
certified a slate of electors to the secretary of state under RCW
29.71.020 and have been nomnated either (1) by a mgjor politica
party, as certified by the appropriate authority under party rules, or
(2) by a mnor party or as independent candi dates under chapter 29.24
RCW Major or mnor political parties or independent presidential
candi dates may substitute a different candi date for vice-president for
t he one whose nanme appears on the party’s certification or nom nating
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petition at |east forty-five days before the election, by certifying
the change to the secretary of state.

Sec. 2. RCW?29.24.020 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any nom nation of a candidate for partisan public office, except
president and vice-president of the United States, by other than a
maj or political party shall only be made either: (1) In a convention
hel d not earlier than the |l ast Saturday in June and not | ater than the
first Saturday in July or during any of the seven days imredi ately
preceding the first day for filing declarations of candidacy as fixed
in accordance with RCW 29.68.080; or (2) as provided by RCW
((29-54-370)) 29.62.180. A mnor political party may hold nore than
one convention but in no case shall any such party nom nate nore than
one candi date for any one partisan public office or position. For the
pur pose of nom nating candi dates for the offices of president and vice-
president, United States senator, or a state-wi de office, a mnor party
or i ndependent candi date hol ding nultiple conventions nmay add together
t he nunber of signatures of different individuals fromeach convention
obt ai ned in support of the candidate or candidates in order to obtain
t he nunber required by RCW29.24.030. For all other offices for which
nom nations are made, signatures of the requisite nunber of registered
voters nust be obtained at a single convention.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 29.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Independent candi dates, or nom nees of a mnor political party,
for president and vice-president nust qualify to appear on the general
el ection ballot in this state by filing the foll ow ng docunents with
the secretary of state, within the tine described in section 1 of this
act:

(a) Nomnating petitions bearing the signatures of at |east two
hundred regi stered voters of this state;

(b) A sworn statenent signed by the candi dates attesting to their
consent to appear on the ballot, and bearing a mailing address and
t el ephone nunber at which the canpai gn may be contacted; and

(c) Docunentation of the slate of presidential electors pledged to
support those candi dates under RCW 29. 71. 020.
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(2) No person may sign nore than one nom nating petition under this
section for a particular election. Petitions my be circulated at a
m nor party convention held under RCW 29.24.020, or may be circul ated
separately fromthe convention, or both. Only one slate of candi dates
may appear on the ballot as nom nees of the same political party.

(3) The petitions nust:

(a) Cearly identify the m nor party, or state that the petitions
support an i ndependent candi dacy;

(b) Nane the candidates for both president and vice-president on
whose behalf the petitions are submtted;

(c) Contain a statenent that the person signing the petition is a
regi stered voter of the state of Washi ngton; and

(d) Have a place for the voter to sign his or her name and to print
his or her name and address.

Sec. 4. RCW?29.24.030 and 1989 ¢ 215 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) To be valid, a convention nust be attended by at | east twenty-
five registered voters.

(2) I'n order to nom nate candidates for the offices of ((prestdent
and—viee-—presi-dent—of theUnitedStates;)) United States senator, or
any state-w de office, a nom nating convention shall obtain and subm t
tothe filing officer the signatures of at | east two hundred regi stered
voters of the state of Washington. In order to nom nate candi dates for
any other office, a nom nating convention shall obtain and submt to
the filing officer the signatures of twenty-five persons who are
registered to vote in the jurisdiction of the office for which the
nom nations are nade.

Sec. 5. RCW29.24.035 and 1989 c 215 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

A nom nating petition submtted under this chapter shall clearly
identify the name of the mnor party or independent candidate
convention as it appears on the certificate of nom nation as required
by RCW ((29—24-0306(3))) 29.24.040(3). The petition shall also contain
a statenent that the person signing the petitionis a registered voter
of the state of Washington and shall have a space for the voter to sign
his or her nanme and to print his or her nanme and address. No person
may sign nore than one nom nating petition under this chapter for an
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office for a primary or election, except that a voter may sign both a
petition relating to a nom nating convention under RCW?29. 24. 020 and a
separate nom nating petition for candidates for president and vice-
presi dent under section 3 of this act.

Sec. 6. RCW?29.24.040 and 1989 c 215 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

A certificate evidencing nom nations nmade at a convention nust:

(1) Be in witing;

(2) Contain the nanme of each person nomnated, his or_ her
resi dence, and the office for which he or she is naned((—and—if—the

i . o I e : g I I . oy
Untted—States—a—sworn—stateprent—from—boeth—nhoem-nees—gi-vi-ng—thei+
eonsent—tothe—nomnation));

(3) Identify the mnor political party or the i ndependent candi date
on whose behal f the convention was hel d;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and secretary;

(5) Be acconpanied by a nomnating petition or petitions bearing
the signatures and addresses of registered voters equal in nunber to
that required by RCW 29. 24. 030;

(6) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling the
convention; and

(7) Be submtted to the appropriate filing officer not |ater than
one week followng the adjournnent of the convention at which the

nom nations were nade. |If the nomnations are nmade only for offices
whose jurisdiction is entirely within one county, the certificate and
nom nating petitions nust be filed with the county auditor. |f a m nor

party or i ndependent candi date conventi on nonm nates any candi dates for
of fices whose jurisdiction enconpasses nore than one county, all
nom nati ng petitions and the convention certificates nmust be filed with
the secretary of state.

Sec. 7. RCW?29.24.060 and 1989 c 215 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

Upon the receipt of the certificate of nom nation under RCW
29.24.040 or nomnating petition under section 3 of this act, the
officer with whomit is filed shall check the certificate and canvass
the signatures on the ((accerpanying)) nomnating petitions to
determine if the requirenents of ((REW29-24-030)) this chapter have
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been net. Once the determ nation has been made, the filing officer
shall notify the presiding officer of the convention, the person or
persons submtting the presidential and vice-presidential nom nating
petitions, and any ot her persons requesting the notification, of his or
her decision regarding the sufficiency of the certificate or the
nom nating petitions. Any appeal regarding the filing officer’s
determ nation nust be filed with the superior court of the county in
which the certificate or petitions were filed not later than five days
fromthe date the determ nation is nmade, and shall be heard and finally
di sposed of by the court within five days of the filing. Nom nating
petitions shall not be available for public inspection or copying.

Sec. 8. RCW?29.71.020 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 69 are each anended to read
as follows:

In the year in which a presidential election is held, each mgjor
and each mnor political party ((aﬂd—eaeh—ﬂ+ﬂeF—pe¥+%ke&F—pa%%y—e%
i i . ) that
nom nates candi dates for president and vice-president of the United
States, and each independent slate of candidates for president and
vice-president, shall nomnate presidential electors for this state.
The party ((e+)), convention, or canpaign shall file with the secretary
of state a certificate ((stgred—by—the—presiding—otficer—of—the
eonvention—at—whi-ch—the—presidential—electors—were—<chosen)) listing

the nanes and addresses of the presidential electors. Each
presidential elector shall execute and file wwth the secretary of state
a pledge that, as an elector, he or she will vote for the candi dates
nom nated by that party. The nanes of presidential electors shall not
appear on the ballots. The votes cast for candi dates for president and
vi ce-president of each political party shall be counted for the
candi dates for presidential electors of that political party.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. RCW 29. 24.055 (Presidential electors--
Sel ection at convention) and 1989 c 215 s 6 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 10. This act is necessary for the immedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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