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HOUSE BI LL 2752

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Haigh, Quall, Stensen, Keiser, Talcott, Fortunato,
Lovi ck, Morris and Ogden

Read first tine 01/19/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to creating a small schools pilot project; adding
a new chapter to Title 28A RCW naki ng an appropriation; and providi ng
an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The |legislature recognizes that a | arge and
grow ng body of research supports the prem se that all students |learn
nmore, perform better, and exhibit nore responsible and respectful
behavi or in schools where they are known personally and as i ndividual s
by the adults in the school.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definition in this section applies
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

"Personal i zed school” means a school with each of the follow ng
characteristics:

(1) The school enrolls no nore than two hundred seventy-five
students if it is an elenentary school, or no nore than four hundred
forty students if it is a mddle, junior high, or high school wth
three or four grade |evels;
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(2) Every teacher at the school works with every student assigned
to his or her classroomfor a mninmumof tw consecutive years;

(3) The school develops and inplenents a plan for high | evels of
parental involvenent in which parents are directly engaged in
supporting their child s learning and in which parents play a
significant role in school governance;

(4) The school develops a governance plan which involves an
adm ni strator, teachers, parents and other community nmenbers, and, if
it is a secondary school, the students; and

(5) The school devel ops a phil osophy and m ssion which focuses on
the personalization of |earning and academ ¢ and personal success for
each student. The school enbodies its philosophy and mssion in its
daily operations and activities.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. A personalized schools research and
devel opnent program is established to study the extent to which
personal i zed schools can result in increased academ c and persona
achi evenent for students in public schools. The programis intended to
determne the capacity of personalized schools to pronote higher
academ c achi evenent, as neasured by performance on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, and personal achievenent, as neasured
by retention and graduation rates, student behavior, student, parent,
and teacher satisfaction, and other relevant data. The | egislature
intends for this pilot programto operate five full school years, to
i nclude evaluation of personalized schools, and to publish and
di ssem nate the results of the project’s research and findings for the
benefit of the entire state.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shal | devel op a process for school districts to apply for grant fundi ng
to participate in the personalized schools research and devel opnent
program School districts may apply on behal f of existing school s that
intend to neet the program requirenents or on behalf of proposed new
schools to be created in order to neet the programrequirenents. In
order to be eligible to participate in the program a school nust have
its own |eadership, staff, and governance, but may share a common
school building with another school in the district. The school -
Wi t hi n-a-school nodel programand the acadenm ¢ house nodel program may
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not be enpl oyed by schools participating in the programestablished by
this chapter.

(2) The superintendent shall appoint a selection commttee to
review applications and, to the extent funding is provided for this
program select upto fifty schools to participate fromanong qualified
applicants. The selection commttee shall include one nenber of the
superintendent’s office, two teachers from schools in a district not
applying for a grant under the program one adm nistrator froma school
district which has not applied for a grant under the program one
representative from an institution of higher education, and two
addi ti onal nenbers.

(3) The selection conmttee shall attenpt to select approximately
equal nunbers of schools enrolling el enentary school students, m ddle
or junior high school students, and high school students. The
sel ection commttee shall make every possible effort to award grants to
at least nine schools in each of the three categories of school
El ementary, mddle or junior high, and high school. The sel ection
commttee shall al so endeavor to bal ance grants anong school s serving
urban, suburban, and rural comunities and to achieve geographic
bal ance in grant awards to include all regions of the state.

(4) The selection commttee shall determne the grant award
reci pients by Decenmber 10, 2000, and inform all applicants of its
deci sions by Decenber 18, 2000.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. (1) Applications for grants under this
chapter nust be submtted to the superintendent by Novenber 1, 2000.

(2) Each application on behalf of an existing school nust include:

(a) A description of howthe school currently satisfies all of the
conditions set forth in the definition of a personalized school, as
provided in section 2 of this act, or a description of how the school
plans to satisfy those conditions by Septenber 1, 2001;

(b) A statenent of the applicant school’s understanding of the
val ue of personalization in education;

(c) A letter from the applying school district affirmng the
comm tment of the board of directors of the district and the district
superintendent to maintain the applicant school as a personalized
school, as defined in section 2 of this act, for the entire five-year
duration of this research and devel opnent program if the school is
selected to receive a grant to participate in the progranm and
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(d) Aletter fromthe applicant school’s principal articulating his
or her conmmtnent to the personalized schools research and devel opnent
program

(3) Each application on behalf of a proposed school to be created
for purposes of the personalized schools program nust include:

(a) A description of how the proposed school will satisfy all the
conditions set forth in the definition of a personalized school, as
defined in section 2 of this act;

(b) A statenent of the understanding of the applicant for the
proposed school regarding the value of personalization in education;

(c) A letter from the applying school district affirmng the
comm tment of the board of directors of the district and the district
superintendent to maintain the proposed school as a personalized
school, as defined in section 2 of this act, for the entire five-year
duration of this research and devel opnment program if the application
for a proposed school is selected to receive a grant to participate in
t he program and

(d) A letter from the individual who would becone the proposed
school’s principal articulating his or her commtnent to the
personal i zed school s research and devel opnent program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The superintendent shall award start-up
grants for sel ected schools by January 15, 2001. Subject to avail abl e
fundi ng, each personalized school shall receive a thirty-five thousand
dol lar start-up grant.

(a) Up to fifteen thousand dollars of the start-up grant may be
used for facilities.

(b) The remai nder of the start-up grant nust be expended for needs
directly related to teaching and | earning, with a focus on professional
devel opnent. This may not include purchase of material or curricula,
unl ess such materials or curricula are necessary for the conduct of
pr of essi onal devel opnent activities.

(2) Subject to available funding, by July 1, 2001, the
superintendent shall award each personalized school a grant of twenty-
five thousand dollars for the first year of operation of the
personal i zed school. Subject to available funding, by July 1, 2002,
the superintendent shall award each personalized school a grant of
fifteen thousand dollars for the second year of operation of the
personal i zed school. Subject to available funding, by July 1, 2003,

HB 2752 p. 4



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

36
37

the superintendent shall award each personalized school a grant of
eight thousand dollars for the third year of operation of the
personal i zed school

(3) Schools selected to participate in the personalized schools
programshal | begin planning activities in January 2001 and shall begin
their first year of operation wthin the personalized school programin
Sept enber 2001. Participating schools shall continue to operate as
personal i zed schools at |east through the end of the 2005-06 schoo
year. Al funds awarded for personalized schools under this chapter
must be under the control of the personalized school and nmay be spent
according to the school’s discretion, subject to the requirenents of
all other applicable | aws.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shal |l devel op an assessnment system for personalized schools. The
assessnment system nust include the Washi ngton assessnent of student
| earni ng, information concerning student behavior, datarelatingto the
perceptions that students, parents, and educators have about
personal i zed schools, and other information that may be relevant to
determ ning the effectiveness of personalized schools. Up to thirty
t housand dol | ars of the appropriation provided for this programin the
2001 fiscal year may be used for devel opnent of the assessnent system
created pursuant to this section.

(2) The superintendent shall designate a program staff menber
wi thin the agency to manage the assessnent devel opnent activities and
to provide technical assistance to personalized schools. Subject to
avai | abl e funding, the designated staff nenber shall al so organize an
annual institute for representatives of each personalized school to
gai n addi tional professional devel opnent and provide opportunities to
| earn fromthe experiences of other personalized schools.

(3) The superintendent nmay require personalized schools to coll ect
and report information the superintendent deens necessary for an
adequate evaluation of the personalized schools pilot program The
superintendent shall conpile and anal yze i nformati on on the results and
ef fectiveness of the personalized school pilot programand report its
findings to the legislature and to the public annually.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. The superintendent nmay adopt rul es necessary
to inplenment this chapter.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 10. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28A RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 8 of this act expire
Decenber 31, 2006.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 12. The sum of one million eight hundred
thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated from the general fund to the superintendent of public
instruction for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

~-- END ---
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