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HOUSE BI LL 2724

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives M el ke, Boldt, Barlean and Canpbel l

Read first tinme 01/19/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to providing for the election of library trustees;
amendi ng RCW 27.12.190, 27.12.010, 27.12.040, 27.12.050, 27.12.130
27.12.420, and 27.12.470; and addi ng new sections to chapter 27.12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW27.12.190 and 1982 ¢ 123 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

The managenent and control of a library shall be vested in a board
of either five or seven trustees, as ((herernafter)) provided in this
section ((previded—-tn—ecities—andtowns)), who are elected to those
positions and serve until their successors have been elected and
gualified and assune office in accordance with RCW 29. 04. 170.

A board of trustees for a city or town library shall consist of
five trustees ((shalHl—beappotntedbythermayor—wththeconsent—ofthe
L eaishati bodv. Les. | iy ' . | I
. i ' . Y hallt . " he I
of—county—comm-sstoners—+n)) who are elected to six-year staggered

terns of office by the voters of the city or town. A board of trustees
for a county library, rural county library district, island library
district, or rural partial-county library district shall consist of
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five trustees who are elected to six-vear staggered terns of office by
the voters of the county or library district. A board of trustees for
aregional library ((éstret—aboeard)) shall consist of either five or

seven trustees ((shalHH—be—appeinted—by—the—joint—action—of—the
Legistativebodi-esconcerned—tnintercounty ruraltHbrarydistriets))

who are elected to six-year staggered terns of office by the voters of
the governnental units that establish and mintain the regional
library. A board of trustees for anintercounty rural library district
shall consist of either five or seven truste

counttes—+neluded+n—a)) who are elected to six-year terns of office by
the voters of the library district. ( (Fhe—FHrst—appoetntrents—Ffor

Alibrary trustee shall not receive a salary or other conpensation
for services as trustee, but necessary expenses actually incurred shal
be paid fromthe library funds.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 27.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) Except for the initial trustees, library trustees shall be
el ected to six-year staggered terns of office at general elections held
i n odd- nunbered years. Trustees shall serve until their successors are
elected and qualified and assune office in accordance with RCW
29.04.170. Vacancies shall occur and be filled as provided in chapter
42.12 RCW

(2) Initial library trustees shall be elected at the sane el ection
at which the proposition is submtted to the voters authorizing the
formation of the library district or at the first general election held
after the library has been created in the case of a county, city, or
town library or a regional library. The election of initial library
district trustees is null and void if the ballot proposition
authorizing the formation of the library district is not approved. A
primary shall not be held to nom nate candi dates as part of the process
for initially electing library trustees. Each candi date shall run for
one of five or seven separate library trustee positions. A special
filing period shall be opened as provided in RCW 29.15.170 and
29.15.180. The person receiving the greatest nunber of votes for each
position shall be elected to that position. The initial library
trustees shall assune office immediately when they are elected and
qualified, but their ternms of office shall be calculated fromthe first
day of January after their election.

(3) Staggering of the ternms of office for the initial library
trustees on a five-nenber board of trustees shall be acconplished as
fol | ows: (a) The two persons who are elected receiving the two

greatest nunbers of votes shall be elected to six-year terns of office
if the election is held in an odd-nunbered year or five-year terns of
office if the election is held in an even-nunbered year; (b) the two
persons who are elected receiving the next two greatest nunbers of
votes shall be elected to four-year terns of office if the electionis
held in an odd-nunbered year or three-year terns of office if the
electionis held in an even-nunbered year; and (c) the other person who
is elected shall be elected to a two-year term of office if the
election is held in an odd-nunbered year or a one-year termof office
if the election is held in an even-nunbered year.

(4) Staggering of the ternms of office for the initial library
trustees on a seven-nenber board of trustees shall be acconplished as
fol | ows: (a) The three persons who are elected receiving the three
greatest nunbers of votes shall be elected to six-year terns of office
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if the election is held in an odd-nunbered year or five-year terns of
office if the election is held in an even-nunbered year; (b) the two
persons who are elected receiving the next two greatest nunbers of
votes shall be elected to four-year ternms of office if the electionis
held in an odd-nunbered year or three-year terns of office if the
election is held in an even-nunbered year; and (c) the other two
persons who are el ected shall be elected to two-year terns of office if
the election is held in an odd-nunbered year or one-year terns of
office if the election is held in an even-nunbered year.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 27.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The board of trustees of a library district may divide the library
district into trustee districts equal to the nunber of nmenbers on the
board of trustees. Each trustee district shall have approximately the
sane popul ation and shall followthe boundaries of precincts. Trustee
districts shall be redrawn as provided in chapter 29.70 RCW

Li brary trustee districts shall be used as foll ows: (1) Only a
regi stered voter who resides in a trustee district may be a candi date
for, or serve as, a trustee of the trustee district; and (2) only
voters of a trustee district nmay vote at a primary to nomnate
candidates for a trustee of the trustee district. Voters of the entire
library district may vote at a general election to elect a person as a
trustee of the trustee district.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 27.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The first election of library trustees for libraries that are in
exi stence as of July 1, 2000, shall take place at the 2001 genera
el ection. Were needed, the 2001 primary shall be used to nom nate
candi dat es. The existing board of library trustees of any library
district may divide the library district into trustee districts for use
inthe first and subsequent election of trustees. Any library created
after July 1, 2000, shall have its initial trustees el ected as provided
in this act.

Sec. 5. RCW27.12.010 and 1994 ¢ 198 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different

meani ng:
(1) "Governnental unit" neans any county, city, town, rural county
library district, intercounty rural library district, rural partial-

county library district, or island library district;

(2) "Legislative body" neans the body authorized to determ ne the
anount of taxes to be levied in a governnental unit; in rural county
library districts, in intercounty rural library districts, and in
island library districts, the legislative body shall be the board of
library trustees of the district;

(3) "Library" neans a free public library supported in whole or in
part with noney derived fromtaxation

(4) "Library district" nmeans a rural county library district,

intercounty rural library district, rural partial-county library
district, or island library district;
(5) "Regional library" neans a free public |ibrary naintai ned by

two or nore counties or other governmental units as provided in RCW
27.12. 080;

((65))) (6) "Rural county library district" neans a ((H-brary
servihAg)) nunicipal corporation organized to provide library services
to all the unincorporated area of a county ((net—ineluded—wthin—the
area—of—+necorporated—eities—andtowns—PROADBED—Fhat) ), but any city
or town with a popul ation of one hundred thousand or less at the tine
of annexation may ((be—tneluded—therein)) annex into a rural county
library district as provided in RCW27.12. 360 through 27.12. 390;

((66)Y)) (7) "Intercounty rural library district" neans a mnuni ci pal
corporation organi zed to provide |ibrary service for all unincorporated
areas ((eutstde—of—+necorporated—ecities—andtowns)) within two or nore
counti es((+—PROWBED—Fhat)), but any city or town with a popul ation
of one hundred thousand or less at the tine of annexation may ((be
tHnreluded—theretn)) annex into an intercounty rural library district as
provided in RCW27.12. 360 through 27.12. 390;

((A)) (8) "Island library district" nmeans a nuni ci pal corporation
organi zed to provide library service for all wunincorporated areas
( (eutsi-de—of—neorporated—eities—and—towns)) on a single island only,
and not all of the unincorporated area of the county, in counties
conposed entirely of islands and having a population of |ess than
twenty-five thousand at the tinme the island library district was
creat ed( (—PROM-BED—Fhat) ), but any city or town with a popul ati on of
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one hundred thousand or less at the time of annexation may ((be
+netudedtheretn)) annex into anisland library district as provided in
RCW 27.12. 360 t hrough 27.12.390; and

((8))) (9) "Rural partial-county library district" neans a
muni ci pal corporation organized to provide library service for a
portion of the unincorporated area of a county((-)), but any city or
town |located in the sane county as a rural partial-county library
district may annex to the district if the city or town has a popul ati on
of one hundred thousand or less at the tinme of annexation.

Sec. 6. RCW27.12.040 and 1990 ¢ 259 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The procedure for the establishnment of a rural county library
district shall be as follows:

(1) Petitions signed by at |east ten percent of the registered
voters of the unincorporated area of a county who voted in the |ast
general election, ((eutstde—of—the—area—of—inecorporated—eities—and
tewns;)) asking that the question, "Shall a rural county library
district be established?” be submtted to a vote of the ((peeple))
regi stered voters residing in the unincorporated area of the county,
shall be filed with the county | egislative authority.

(2) The county | egislative authority, after having determ ned t hat
the petitions were signed by the requisite nunber of regi stered voters,
shal |l place the proposition for the establishnment of a rural county
library district on the ballot for the vote of the ((peeple))
regi stered voters of the unincorporated area of the county, ((eutstde
rhreorporated—eities—and—toewns:)) at the next succeeding general or
speci al el ection.

(3) If amjority of those voting on the proposition vote in favor
of the establishnment of the rural county library district, the county
| egi slative authority shall forthwith declare it established.

The initial trustees shall be elected as provided in section 2 of
this act.

Sec. 7. RCW 27.12.050 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 195 s 5 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

( ( AHter—the—board—of—county—conm-sstoners—has—declared—a—rural

iy ' ) blished i hall ) I I :

H-brary—trustees—and—provide)) Funds for the establishnent and
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mai nt enance of library service for the district shall be provided by
making a tax levy on the property in the district of not nore than
fifty cents per thousand dollars of assessed val ue per year sufficient

for the library service ((as—shownr—to—be—required—by—the—budget

trustees)), and by making a tax |l evy in such further anount as shall be
aut horized pursuant to RCW 27.12.222 or 84.52.052 or 84.52.056.
((Sueh)) The board of trustees shall determne the levy or levies and
certify the levy or levies to the county legislative authority. Levies
shall be a part of the general tax roll and shall be collected as a
part of the general taxes against the property in the district.

Sec. 8. RCW27.12.130 and 1959 ¢ 133 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(( ¥ Ly f ol low I bl : . |
iy ¥ . het I : .. E o .

¢ | chall i oint . I of £ :

the—distriet—+n-accordancewthROW27412-190-)) The initial board of
trustees for an intercounty library district shall be elected as
provided in section 2 of this act. The board of trustees shall appoint
a librarian for the district.

Sec. 9. RCW27.12.420 and 1982 ¢ 123 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The initial board of trustees for an island library district shall be

elected as provided in section 2 of this act. The board of trustees
shal | appoint a librarian for the district.
Funds for the establishnent and mai ntenance of the |library service

of the district shall be provided by ((the—board—oef——county

comm-sstoners—by)) neans of an annual tax |levy on the property in the
district of not nore than fifty cents per thousand dollars of assessed

val ue per year. The tax |evy shall be based on a budget to be conpiled
by the board of trustees of the island library district who shall
determ ne the tax rate necessary and certify their determnation to the

( (board—of—county—comm-sstoners)) county legislative authority.
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Excess | evies authorized pursuant to RCW27.12. 222, 84.52.052, or
84.52. 056 shall be at arate determ ned by the board of trustees of the

island library district and certified to the ((board—of——county

eomm-ssioners)) county legislative authority.

Sec. 10. RCW 27.12.470 and 1999 c 153 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Arural partial-county library district nmay be created in a portion
of the unincorporated area of a county as provided in this section if
arural county library district, intercounty rural library district, or
island library district has not been created in the county.

The procedure to create a rural partial-county library district is
initiated by the filing of petitions wth the county auditor proposing
the creation of the district that have been signed by at |east ten
percent of the registered voters residing in the area proposed to be
included in the rural partial-county library district. The county
auditor shall review the petitions and certify the sufficiency or
insufficiency of the signatures to the county |l egislative authority.

If the petitions are certified as having sufficient valid
signatures, the county legislative authority shall hold a public
hearing on the proposed rural partial-county library district, may
adj ust the boundaries of the proposed district, and nmay cause a ball ot
proposition to be submtted to the voters of the proposed rural
partial -county library district authorizing its creation if the county
| egislative authority finds that the creation of the rural partial-
county library district isinthe public interest. A subsequent public
hearing shall be held if additional territory is added to the proposed
rural partial-county library district by action of the county
| egi sl ative authority.

The rural partial-county library district shall be created if the
bal | ot proposition authorizing the creation of the district is approved
by a sinple majority vote of the voters voting on the proposition
(( ¥ I : . : I I ol iy
' . I | eaishati hori hall . I o
iy : I ¥ . ded I Py )

The initial trustees shall be elected as provided in section 2 of this
act.

Except as provided in this section, a rural partial-county library
district is subject to all the provisions of |aw applicable to a rural
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county library district and shall have all the powers, duties, and
authorities of a rural county library district, including, but not
limted to, the authority to inpose property taxes, incur debt, and
annex a city or towm with a population of |ess than one hundred
thousand at the tinme of the annexation that is located in the sane
county as the rural partial-county library district.

Adj acent uni ncorporated territory in the county nmay be annexed to
arural partial-county library district in the sane manner as territory
is annexed to a water-sewer district, except that an annexation is not
subject to potential review by a boundary revi ew board.

If, at the tinme of creation, a rural partial-county Ilibrary
di strict has an assessed valuation of less than fifty mllion dollars,
it may provide library services only by contracting for the services
through an interlocal agreement with an adjacent library district, or

an adjacent city or town that nmaintains its own library. If the
assessed valuation of the rural partial-county library district
subsequently reaches fifty mllion dollars as a result of annexation or

appreciation, the fifty mllion dollar limtation shall not apply.

| f a ball ot proposition is approved creating a rural county library
district in the county, every rural partial-county library district in
that county shall be dissolved and its assets and liabilities
transferred to the rural county library district. Were a rura
partial -county library district has annexed a city or town, the voters
of the city or town shall be allowed to vote on the proposed creation
of a rural county library district and, if created, the rural county
library district shall include each city and town that was annexed to
the rural partial-county library district.

Nothing in this section authorizes the consolidation of a rura
partial -county library district wth any rural county |library district;
island library district; city, county, or regional library; intercounty
library district; or other rural partial-county library district,
unl ess, in addition to any other requirenents inposed by statute, the
boards of all library districts involved approve the consolidation.

~-- END ---
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