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HOUSE BI LL 2705

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dunn, Veloria, Boldt, Melke and Del vin

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to public dissem nation of information regarding
persons convicted of a crine; adding a new section to chapter 72.09
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the citizens of
this state are usually unaware of the presence of crimnals, and
crimnal activity, within their communities and nei ghborhoods. As a
consequence, lawabiding citizens are frequently unable to take
effective neasures to protect thenselves. Crimnals have no right to
keep their identities hidden from the public, making |aw abiding
citizens uninformed, unaware, unprotected, and vulnerable to further
harm Far too often, crimnals engage in repeat offenses within the
very community in which they conmtted previous of fenses and within the
very comunity in which they currently reside. Because of the | ack of
accessibility to information regarding crimmnals, and crimnal
activity, citizens of the state needlessly suffer the many harnfu
effects of crinme, including injury to their person and property, |oss
of life, financial |oss, increased anxiety, and |oss of a sense of
wel | - bei ng.
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Sinple protective neasures by responsible individuals wll

frequently thwart crimnal activity. However, a lack of pertinent
know edge effectively hinders citizens fromtaking | awful, w se, crimne-
preventative actions. The |awabiding public nust have the basic

i nformati on necessary to protect their lives, their property, and the
ability to engage in the pursuit of happiness. The internet is one of

the nost rapid and effective neans of communicating information
avai l abl e today. A large percentage of the population in now online,

and it appears likely that the internet will be increasingly utilized
as a neans of receiving inportant information. The Il egislature
therefore concludes that it is in the best interest of the public
health, safety, and welfare that information regarding violent

crimnals and crimnal activity should be posted on the internet and
t hereby nade available to the public at |arge.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 72.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Regarding a defendant who has been convicted of a violent
of fense as defined in RCW9.94A. 030 in any trial court of this state,
t he departnent shall post the information required by this section on
the internet within thirty days of conviction, regardl ess of whether an
appeal may occur. Regarding a defendant who has been convicted of a
violent offense as defined in RCW 9.94A.030 in any trial court of
another state or in any trial court of the federal governnent, the
departnent shall post the information required by this section on the
i nternet, regardl ess of whet her an appeal may occur, within thirty days
after the information has been received by the departnent from the
other state or the federal governnment. The departnment shall post the
foll ow ng information:

(a) The name of the defendant, and any aliases used by the
def endant ;

(b) The address of the defendant at the tine the defendant was
arrested, and the current address of the defendant;

(c) The court before which the defendant was tried, and the nane of
t he presiding judge;

(d) The offense for which the defendant was convicted, and the
sentence i nposed on the defendant by the trial court;

(e) The defendant’s age, height, weight, and other descriptive
data, such as a tattoo or other distinguishing marks;
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(f) A copy of the defendant’s nug shots, and a photograph of the
def endant taken at the tine of sentencing if not incarcerated, or upon
rel ease if incarcerated;

(g) Wether the defendant was incarcerated and for how | ong, the
anticipated rel ease date, the actual release date, and whether the
def endant served his or her conpl ete sentence or was rel eased early for
any reason and what that reason was; and

(h) Alist of all previous felonies for which the defendant has
been convicted and the disposition of each conviction.

(2) For the purposes of this section, unless the context clearly
requires otherw se, "convicted" nmeans that the defendant has been found
guilty of a violent offense in any trial court of this state, in any
trial court of another state, or in any trial court of the federa
government, and is the event that triggers the departnent’s nmandate to
post the legislatively directed data onto the internet, regardl ess of
whet her an appeal nmay occur.

~-- END ---
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