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HOUSE BI LL 2699

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dunn, Ogden, MDonald and Stensen

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to Indian adoptions; anending RCW 26. 33.020; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 26.33 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW26.33.020 and 1993 ¢ 81 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "All eged father" nmeans a person whose parent-child relationship
has not been termnated, who is not a presunmed father under chapter
26.26 RCW and who alleges hinself or whom a party alleges to be the
father of the child. 1t includes a person whose narriage to the not her
was termnated nore than three hundred days before the birth of the
child or who was separated fromthe nother nore than three hundred days
before the birth of the child.

(2) "Child" neans a person under eighteen years of age.

(3) "Adoptee" neans a person who is to be adopted or who has been
adopt ed.

(4) "Adoptive parent" neans the person or persons who seek to adopt
or have adopted an adopt ee.
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(5) "Court" nmeans the superior court.

(6) "Departnment"” neans the departnment of social and health
servi ces.

(7) "Agency" means any public or private association, corporation,
or individual licensed or certified by the departnent as a child
pl aci ng agency under chapter 74.15 RCWor as an adoption agency.

(8) "Parent" neans the natural or adoptive nother or father of a
child, including a presuned father under chapter 26.26 RCW It does
not include any person whose parent-child relationship has been
termnated by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

(9) "Legal guardian" neans the departnent, an agency, or a person,
other than a parent or stepparent, appointed by the court to pronote
the child s general welfare, with the authority and duty to nake
deci sions affecting the child s devel opnent.

(10) "@uardian ad litent neans a person, not related to a party to
the action, appointed by the court to represent the best interests of
a party who is under a legal disability.

(11) "Relinquish or relinquishnment" nmeans the voluntary surrender
of custody of a child to the departnent, an agency, or prospective
adoptive parents.

(12) "Individual approved by the court"” or "qualified salaried
court enpl oyee" neans a person who has a naster’s degree in social work
or a related field and one year of experience in social work, or a
bachelor’s degree and two years of experience in social work, and
i ncludes a person not having such qualifications only if the court
makes specific findings of fact that are entered of record establishing
that the person has reasonably equival ent experience.

(13) "Birth parent" nmeans the biological nother or biological or
all eged father of a child, including a presuned father under chapter
26. 26 RCW whet her or not any such person’s parent-child relationship
has been termnated by a court of conpetent jurisdiction. "Birth
parent" does not include a biological nother or biological or alleged
father, including a presuned father under chapter 26.26 RCW if the
parent-child relationship was term nated because of an act for which
t he person was found guilty under chapter 9A 42 or 9A 44 RCW

(14) "Nonidentifying information" includes, but is not limted to,
the following informati on about the birth parents, adoptive parents,
and adopt ee:

(a) Age in years at the tinme of adoption;
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(b) Heritage, including nationality, ethnic background, and race;

(c) Education, including nunber of years of school conpleted at the
time of adoption, but not name or |ocation of school;

(d) General physical appearance, including height, weight, col or of
hair, eyes, and skin, or other information of a sim/lar nature;

(e) Religion;

(f) GCccupation, but not specific titles or places of enploynent;

(g) Talents, hobbies, and special interests;

(h) G rcunstances | eading to the adoption;

(1) Medical and genetic history of birth parents;

(j) First nanes;

(k) Oher children of birth parents by age, sex, and nedical
hi story;

(1) Extended famly of birth parents by age, sex, and nedica
hi story;

(m The fact of the death, and age and cause, if known;

(n) Phot ogr aphs;

(o) Name of agency or individual that facilitated the adoption.

(15) "Indian child" nmeans a child as defined in 25 US. C Sec

1903(4).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 26.33 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall conply with all federal requirenents rel ating
to the adoption of Indian children. The department shall not require
I i censed adopti on agenci es to neet any requi renents or standards beyond
those required by the federal Indian child welfare act, unless
specifically authorized by |aw

~-- END ---
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