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HOUSE BI LL 2664

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Al exander, Cody, Parlette, Huff, Reardon, Benson
Bol dt and Pfl ug

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to adm nistrative costs of nmental health services;
and anendi ng RCW 71. 24. 035.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW71.24.035 and 1999 ¢ 10 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent is designated as the state nental health
authority.

(2) The secretary may provide for public, client, and |icensed
service provider participation in developing the state nental health
program

(3) The secretary shall provide for participationin devel oping the
state nental health program for children and other underserved
popul ations, by including representatives on any comm ttee established
to provide oversight to the state nental health program

(4) The secretary shall be designated as the county authority if a
county fails to neet state mninmum standards or refuses to exercise
responsibilities under RCW 71. 24. 045.

(5) The secretary shall
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(a) Develop a biennial state nental health program that
i ncor porat es county bi enni al needs assessnents and county nental health
service plans and state services for nentally ill adults and children.
The secretary nay al so develop a six-year state nental health plan;

(b) Assure that any county comunity nmental heal t h programprovides
access to treatnent for the county’s residents in the foll ow ng order
of priority: (i) The acutely nentally ill; (ii) chronically nentally
i1l adults and severely enotionally disturbed children; and (iii) the
seriously disturbed. Such prograns shall provide:

(A) Qutpatient services;

(B) Energency care services for twenty-four hours per day;

(C) Day treatnent for mentally ill persons which includes training
in basic living and social skills, supported work, vocational
rehabilitation, and day activities. Such services may include
t herapeutic treatment. |In the case of a child, day treatnent includes
age-appropriate basic living and social skills, educational and
prevocati onal services, day activities, and therapeutic treatnent;

(D) Screening for patients being considered for adm ssion to state
mental health facilities to determ ne the appropri ateness of adm ssi on;

(E) Enpl oynent services, which may include supported enpl oynent,
transitional work, placenent in conpetitive enploynent, and ot her work-
related services, that result in nmentally ill persons becom ng engaged
i n neani ngful and gainful full or part-tine work. O her sources of
funding such as the division of vocational rehabilitation may be
utilized by the secretary to maxim ze federal funding and provide for
i ntegration of services;

(F) Consultation and education services; and

(G Community support services;

(c) Devel op and adopt rules establishing state m ni num standards
for the delivery of nental health services pursuant to RCW 71. 24. 037
i ncluding, but not limted to:

(1) Licensed service providers;

(11) Regional support networks; and

(1i1) Residential and i npatient services, evaluation and treatnent
services and facilities under chapter 71.05 RCW resource managenent
services, and community support services;

(d) Assure that the special needs of mnorities, the elderly,
di sabled, children, and |owinconme persons are nmet wthin the
priorities established in this section;
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(e) Establish a standard contract or contracts, consistent with
state m ni nrum standards, which shall be used by the counties;

(f) Establish, ((te—the—extent—possible—astandardized—auditing
aut-hoertties)) by contract, a definition of admnistrative expenditures
applicable to the counties and regional support net wor ks.
Adm nistrative expenditures for contracted nental health services by
counties and regional support networks in relation to total contracted
nental health expenditures shall not exceed twenty percent;

(g) Establish a single audit nethodology applicable to the
counties, regional support networks, and |licensed service providers to
mnimze admnistrative costs;

((€¢))) (h) Develop and nmaintain an informati on systemto be used
by the state, counties, and regional support networks that includes a
tracking nethod which allows the departnent and regional support
networks to identify mental health clients’ participationin any nental

health service or public program on an immediate basis. The
i nformati on systemshall not include individual patient’s case history
files. Confidentiality of client information and records shall be

mai nt ai ned as provided in this chapter and in RCW71. 05. 390, 71.05. 400,
71.05.410, 71.05.420, 71.05.430, and 71.05. 440;

(()y)) (i) License service providers who neet state m ninum
st andar ds;

(()) () Certify regional support networks that neet state
m ni mum st andar ds;

((6))) (k) Periodically inspect certified regional support
networks and |icensed service providers at reasonable tines and in a
reasonabl e manner;

((Hr)) () Fix fees to be paid by evaluation and treatnent centers
to the secretary for the required inspections;

(()) (M Mnitor and audit counties, regional support networks,
and |licensed service providers as needed to assure conpliance wth
contractual agreenents authorized by this chapter; and

((6M)) (n) Adopt such rules as are necessary to inplement the
departnent’s responsibilities under this chapter

(6) The secretary shall use avail able resources only for regional
support networKks.

(7) Each certified regional support network and |icensed service
provider shall file with the secretary, on request, such data,
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statistics, schedules, and information as the secretary reasonably
requires. A certified regional support network or |icensed service
provi der which, wthout good cause, fails to furnish any data,
statistics, schedules, or informati on as requested, or files fraudul ent

reports thereof, may have its certification or |icense revoked or
suspended.

(8 The secretary may suspend, revoke, limt, or restrict a
certification or license, or refuse to grant a certification or |icense
for failure to conform to: (a) The law, (b) applicable rules and

regul ations; (c) applicable standards; or (d) state m ni num st andards.

(9) The superior court may restrain any regi onal support network or
service provider fromoperating without certification or a |license or
any other violation of this section. The court may also review,
pursuant to procedures contained in chapter 34.05 RCW any denial
suspension, limtation, restriction, or revocation of certification or
license, and grant other relief required to enforce the provisions of
this chapter.

(10) Upon petition by the secretary, and after hearing held upon
reasonable notice to the facility, the superior court may issue a
warrant to an officer or enployee of the secretary authorizing himor
her to enter at reasonable tines, and exam ne the records, books, and
accounts of any regional support network or service provider refusing
to consent to inspection or exam nation by the authority.

(11) Notwi thstanding the exi stence or pursuit of any other renedy,
the secretary may file an action for an injunction or other process
agai nst any person or governnental unit to restrain or prevent the
establ i shment, conduct, or operation of a regional support network or
service provider without certification or a license under this chapter.

(12) The standards for certification of evaluation and treatnent
facilities shall include standards relating to naintenance of good
physi cal and nental health and other services to be afforded persons
pursuant to this chapter and chapters 71.05 and 71.34 RCW and shall
ot herwi se assure the effectuation of the purposes of these chapters.

(13)(a) The departnent, in consultation with affected parties,
shall establish a distribution fornmula that reflects county needs
assessnents based on the nunber of persons who are acutely nentally
ill, chronically nentally ill, severely enotionally disturbed children,
and seriously disturbed. The fornmula shall take into consideration the
i npact on counties of denographic factors in counties which result in
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concentrations of priority populations as set forth in subsection
(5 (b) of this section. These factors shall include the popul ation
concentrations resulting from commtnents under chapters 71.05 and
71.34 RCWto state psychiatric hospitals, as well as concentration in
urban areas, at border crossings at state boundaries, and other
significant denographi c and workl oad factors.

(b) The fornmula shall also include a projection of the funding
allocations that wll result for each county, which specifies
al l ocations according to priority popul ations, including the allocation
for services to children and ot her underserved popul ati ons.

(14) The secretary shall assume all duties assigned to the
nonpartici pati ng counties under chapters 71.05, 71.34, and 71.24 RCW
Such responsibilities shall include those which would have been

assigned to the nonparticipating counties under regional support
net wor ks.

The regi onal support networks, or the secretary’s assunption of al
responsi bilities under chapters 71.05, 71.34, and 71.24 RCW shall be
included in all state and federal plans affecting the state nental
heal th programincluding at |east those required by this chapter, the
medi caid program and P.L. 99-660. Not hing in these plans shall be
inconsistent wwth the intent and requirenents of this chapter.

(15) The secretary shall:

(a) Disburse funds for the regional support networks within sixty
days of approval of the biennial contract. The departnent nust either
approve or reject the biennial contract within sixty days of receipt.

(b) Enter into biennial contracts with regional support networks.
The contracts shall be consistent with available resources. No
contract shall be approved that does not include progress toward
meeting the goals of this chapter by taking responsibility for: (i)
Short-term commtnents; (ii) residential care; and (iii) energency
response systens.

(c) Allocate one hundred percent of available resources to the
regi onal support networks in accordance with subsection (13) of this
section.

(d) Notify regional support networks of their allocation of
avail abl e resources at |least sixty days prior to the start of a new
bi enni al contract period.

(e) Deny funding allocations to regional support networks based
solely upon formal findings of nonconpliance with the terns of the
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regi onal support network’s contract with the departnent. Witten
notice and at |least thirty days for corrective action nust precede any
such action. In such cases, regional support networks shall have ful
rights to appeal under chapter 34.05 RCW

(f) ldentify in its departnental biennial operating and capita
budget requests the funds requested by regional support networks to
i npl enment their responsibilities under this chapter.

(16) The departnent, in cooperation with the state congressional
del egation, shall actively seek waivers of federal requirenents and
such nodifications of federal regulations as are necessary to allow
federal nedicaid rei nbursenent for services provided by free-standing
eval uation and treatnent facilities certified under chapter 71. 05 RCW
The departnment shall periodically report its efforts to the health care
and corrections commttee of the senate and the human services
commttee of the house of representatives.

(17) The secretary shall establish a task force to exam ne the
recruitnent, training, and conpensation of qualified nmental health
professionals in the community, which shall include the advantages and
di sadvant ages of establishing a training acadeny, |oan forgiveness
program or educational stipends offered in exchange for comm tnents of
enpl oynent in nental health.

~-- END ---
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