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HOUSE BI LL 2662

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Haigh, Quall, Talcott, Keiser, Rockefeller and
Sant os

Read first tine 01/18/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to gathering and nmai ntaining teacher education and
experience information; creating a newsection; providing an expiration
date; and declaring an emnergency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that teacher
experience and education information is gathered and nmai ntained on a
district-by-district basis. This information is inportant for many
reasons, particularly for funding and conpensati on determ nati ons and
certification and recertification. However, gathering and mai ntai ni ng
this information in the district in which the teacher is currently
| ocated results in duplication of records, additional adm nistrative
expenses, and redundancy in audit efforts, and also results in errors
from teachers changing districts or limted staff resources. The
| egislature intends to explore the feasibility of a central repository
for teacher education and experience information.

(2) The |l egi slative evaluation and accountability programcommttee
shall convene a work group to explore the feasibility of a centra
repository for teacher educati on and experience i nformati on and to nmake
recommendati ons for establishing a central repository. The feasibility
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study shall analyze the costs and benefits of a central repository
including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Whether increased accuracy is likely;

(b) Whet her school districts can save adm nistrative and training
costs;

(c) Wiether teachers will benefit;

(d) Whether a central repository allows for innovative use of the
internet and other information technol ogy;

(e) Whether inproved nmethods could be used to better ensure data
reliability and integrity; and

(f) Whether audits can be done nore efficiently.

(3) The feasibility study shall also estimate the cost of a central
repository and estimate the savings a central repository would generate
conpared to the current nethods of gathering and maintaining this
i nformati on.

(4) The work group shall include the office of the superintendent
of public instruction, the office of the state auditor, the departnent
of information services, and a representative from each of the
follow ng: Teachers, alarge school district, a small school district,
educational service districts, school adm nistrators, and others at the
di scretion of the legislative evaluation and accountability program
comm ttee.

(5) Staffing for the work group shall be provided by the
| egi sl ative accountability and evaluation program conmttee wth
assistance fromthe state agencies on the work group.

(6) The feasibility study and recommendati ons shall be provided to
the education and fiscal conmttees of the | egislature by Decenber 15,
2000.

(7) This section expires Decenber 31, 2000.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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