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HOUSE BI LL 2656

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kagi, Benson, Cody, Regala, Ednonds, Edwards,
Schual - Ber ke, Murray, Kessler, Conway, Lovick and O Brien

Read first time 01/18/2000. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to addressing health problens that significantly
i ncrease energy needs; adding a new section to chapter 82.16 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that
patients with certain chronic debilitating nedical conditions have a
critical need to live in high tenperature environnents in order to
sustain their functioning and prevent a worsening of health conditions

that are likely life-threatening. Their ability to maintain a
confortabl e body tenperature can directly affect the course of their
illnesses. Tenperature-sensitive patients include those on life-

support equipnment; or who are paraplegic or quadriplegic; wth
scl eroderma, conprom sed i nmune systens; or suffering fromother |ife-
threatening illnesses, including spinal cord injuries, rheumatoid
arthritis and di abetes. Wth inadequate heating, a patient’s internal
organs degenerate with dimnished blood supply ultimately leading to
energent and nore costly health services such as transplants and
dialysis. The financial trauma of the onset or progression of these
serious illnesses, coupled with inordinate heating costs, may require
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these patients to becone dependent on the state for the costs of
meeting nore serious and intractable conditions. Wth the hope of
preventing the onset of nore debilitating conditions and avoiding
hi gher health costs associated with them it is the intent of the
| egi sl ature to encourage power, light, and gas distribution businesses
in this state to offer discounts on heating costs to tenperature-
sensitive patients by providing credits against the taxes inposed by
this chapter for custoner paynent reductions in accordance with the
provi sions of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 82.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Alight and power business or a gas distribution business my
take a credit against the tax inposed by this chapter for custoner
paynment reductions, subject to subsection (2) of this section.

(2) A custonmer must submt an application for a paynent reduction
to the departnent. The application nust contain a signed statenent
froma licensed physician or osteopathic physician who certifies that
the patient is a tenperature-sensitive personwith aqualifyingillness
or condition as provided under subsection (3)(b) of this section
After reviewing the application, the departnent shall transmt an
approved application to the light and power and gas distribution
busi nesses currently servicing the custoner. Upon receipt of an
approved application, a light and power business and gas distribution
busi ness shall begin providing the custonmer with a paynent reduction
and begin taking the credit authorized under subsection (1) of this
section.

(3) For the purposes of this section and unl ess the context clearly
requires otherwi se, the follow ng definitions apply:

(a) "Paynent reduction"” neans a financial dimnution in the anmount
of noney a custonmer nust remt to a light and power business or gas
di stribution business for services which qualify a light and power
busi ness or gas distribution business for atax credit authorized under
subsection (1) of this section. A paynent reduction shall not exceed
fifty percent of the noney owed to a |ight and power business or gas
di stribution business for services.

(b) "Customer" nmeans an individual that requires |light and power
service or gas service and that:

(i) Depends on |ife-support equi pnent;
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(11) Has parapl egia or quadripl egi a;

(1i1) Has scl eroderns;

(tv) Has a life-threatening ill ness;
(v) Has a conprom sed i mmune system

(4) Application for a paynment
formand manner prescribed by the departnent.

or

reduction may only be nmade in the

The departnent may adopt

7 any rules necessary for the effective admnistration of this section.

END ---
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