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HOUSE BI LL 2638

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual -Berke, Cody, Reardon, Dickerson, M/ oscia,
Kagi, Tokuda, Edwards, Kenney, O Brien, Kessler, Lantz, Santos, Haigh,
Qgden, Lovick, Constantine, Keiser, Mirray, Mlintire, Ruderman,
Rockefell er, Stensen and Anderson

Read first tine 01/18/2000. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to the establishnment of the kids get care pil ot
project; creating new sections; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Pronoting the good health of children is a
paranmount interest of the state of Washington. Children with poor
health are less likely to grow into productive adults. They are |ess
able to function well in school. And, if they develop health probl ens
that are often preventable, they are very expensive to care for and
educat e. The vast mjority of children in Washington state are
eligible for some health i nsurance, but many are difficult to enroll in
t hese i nsurance prograns because of many barriers. Uninsured children
are less likely to have a usual source of care and get the preventive
care needed to prevent serious illness. Al so, many insured chil dren do
not receive the preventive services they need. It is the intent of the
| egi slature to make all children eligible for preventive services and
ensure they have appropriate preventive services. It is the further
intent of the legislature to identify children who are w thout access
to health care, devel op systens to inprove their access to preventive
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servi ces, and exam ne ways to ensure that these children have access to
acute and chronic care services.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The kids get care pilot project is
established in the departnent of health. The secretary of the
departnment shall

(1) Appoint a director of the kids get care pilot program The
director shall coordinate wth the health care authority and the
departnment of social and health services to develop admnistrative
procedures and coordi nated fundi ng nmechanisns to carry out the intent
of this program These agencies shall cooperate with the director to
develop a program that 1is clear, straightforward and easily
understandable to the fam lies and providers invol ved,

(2) ldentify five counties in different congressional districts in
which to establish pilot projects;

(3) Develop a sinmple, uniformeligibility system that builds as
much as possible on existing technology to enroll children in all
public prograns and identify children who are not eligible for any
ot her health coverage or insurance. The eligibility system shall be
available to all cooperating providers who care for children, social
servi ce agencies, and outreach organi zations interested in enrolling
children in health insurance;

(4) ldentify providers in the pilot counties who are interested in
caring for children and are willing to participate in this program
The goal shall be to find a nedical honme for all of the children in
t hese communi ti es and devel op a systemto ensure that children needing
a nedi cal hone are referred to and accepted by participating providers;

(5) Develop funding for this pilot programfromprivate sources and
by maxi m zing public sources already appropriated. The funding shal
be used to support staff devel opi ng and adm ni stering this program and
to pay for the preventive services provided to the children who are not
ot herwi se covered by existing private or public insurance;

(6) Devel op a schedul e of preventive services to which all children
shoul d have access. This schedul e of preventive benefits shall be used
to establish the basic services that the program wll subsidize as
outlined in subsection (7) of this section;

(7) Establish a sliding scale so that the preventive services
funded under this program are partially subsidized for |ower incone
famlies but remain affordable;

HB 2638 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23

24
25
26
27

(8) Coordinate the pilot projects with | ocal health departnents to
ensure that popul ation-based information and outreach is used to
maxi m ze the efficiency of the outreach, enrollnment, and delivery of
preventive services;

(9) Devel op outreach progranms in all pilot sites that enphasi ze the
public health nmessages of good health habits, appropriate screening,
effective services, and the availability of these preventive services;

(10) Coordinate this outreach with | ocal health departnents, soci al
service providers, health care providers, school s, religious
institutions, and other interested parties in the comunities; and

(11) Devel op a systemto neasure the inpact of this programon the
health of the children in the pilot communities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The kids get care account is created in the
custody of the state treasurer. Al receipts fromprivate sources nust
be deposited in the account. Expenditures fromthe account nay be used
only to support the purposes of the kids get care project established
by section 2 of this act. Only the secretary of the departnent of
health or the secretary’ s designee may aut hori ze expenditures fromthe
account. The account is subject to allotnent procedures under chapter
43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The secretary of the departnent of health
shall report to the governor and the legislature on the effectiveness
of the kids get care project by Decenber 2001

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sum of fifty thousand dollars, or as
much t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated fromthe general fund
to the departnent of health for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
to carry out the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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