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H 4393. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2610

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Dickerson, Ogden, MMorris, Doumt, Cenents,
Tokuda, D. Somrers, H. Sommers, Al exander, Kenney, Haigh and O Brien)

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to residential services for children; creating a
new section; and nmaking an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. (1) The Washington institute for public
policy shall conduct a study of the types of residential services
provided to certain children in the care of the departnent of soci al
and health services. The review shall include residential services
provided to children served by the children’s admnistration of the
departnment of social and health services.

(2) The study shall determine, for the total children served in

residential settings through the children’s admnistration: The
nunbers and percentages of children served in each type of residenti al
setting, including but not limted to foster care, group care,
institutional care, relative placenent, and transitional 1living

services for older teens, and the expenditures and unit cost for each
type of residential setting.

(3) The study shall describe: The established criteria and process
for placenent decisions and the actual process for these decisions,
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including the extent to which the best interests of the child are
consi der ed.

(4) The study shall include a review of best practices in other
states for residential placenent decision making, including total
expenditures and unit costs, and distribution data as described in
subsection (2) of this section. The study also shall review best
practices pronoted by national organizations with expertise in this
area of public policy.

(5) The study shall recommend changes to the current established
criteria and actual processes of residential decision making as
described in subsection (3) of this section, based on the review of
best practices in other states, and practices pronoted by nationa
organi zations with expertise in this area of public policy.

(6) The study shall determ ne the total expenditures and unit costs
of residential placenment services and the percentage distribution for
each in Washington state as conpared to the states selected for their
best practices. The study shall review current fundi ng nethodol ogi es
for residential placenent services and make reconmendati ons for changes
i f appropriate.

(7) The study shall determ ne the total expenditures and unit costs
of prevention services in Washington state as conpared to the states
selected for their best practices. The study shall review current
fundi ng net hodol ogi es for prevention services and make recommendati ons
for changes if appropriate.

(8) The Washington institute for public policy shall report the
results of the study to the appropriate standing conmmttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2001.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. The sumof one hundred seventy-five thousand
dol lars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated from
the general fund to the Washington institute for public policy for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, to carry out the purposes of this
act .

~-- END ---
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