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HOUSE BI LL 2589

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Buck, Regal a, Stensen, Anderson, Sunp, G Chandler
Penni ngt on, Eri cksen, C enent s, Ei ckneyer, Doum t, Al exander,
Rockefel | er and Dunn

Read first tinme 01/17/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying what projects are eligible for
funding by the salnon recovery funding board; and anending RCW
75.46. 170.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW75.46.170 and 1999 sp.s. ¢ 13 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The ((fsalven—+ecoverytunding})) sal non recovery fundi ng board
shal |l devel op procedures and criteria for allocation of funds for
sal non habitat projects and sal non recovery activities on a state-w de
basis to address the highest priorities for sal non habitat protection
and restoration. To the extent practicable the board shall adopt an
annual allocation of funding. The allocation should address both
protection and restoration of habitat, and shoul d recogni ze t he varyi ng
needs in each area of the state on an equitable basis. The board has
the discretion to partially fund, or to fund in phases, sal non habitat
projects. The board may annual | y establish a maxi numanount of fundi ng
avai | abl e for any individual project, subject to available funding. No
projects required solely as a mtigation or a condition of permtting
are eligible for funding.
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(2)(a) In evaluating, ranking, and awardi ng funds for projects and
activities the board shall give preference to projects that:

(1) Are based upon the limting factors analysis identified under
RCW 75. 46. 070;

(1i) Provide a greater benefit to salnon recovery based upon the
stock status information contained in the departnent of fish and
wldlife salnmnid stock inventory (SASSI), the salnon and steel head
habitat inventory and assessnent project (SSH AP), and any conparabl e
sci ence-based assessnent when avail abl e;

(ti1) WII benefit listed species and other fish species; and

(tv) WII preserve high quality sal nonid habitat.

(b) In evaluating, ranking, and awarding funds for projects and
activities the board shall also give consideration to projects that:

(1) Are the nost cost-effective;

(1i1) Have the greatest matched or in-kind funding; and

(tit) WIIl be inplenented by a sponsor with a successful record of
proj ect inplenentation.

(3) The board may reject, but not add, projects from a habitat
project list submtted by a lead entity for funding.

(4) For fiscal year 2000, the board may authorize the interagency
review team to evaluate, rank, and neke funding decisions for
categories of projects or activities or fromfunding sources provided
for categories of projects or activities. In delegating such authority
t he board shall consider the reviewteanis staff resources, procedures,
and technical capacity to neet the purposes and objectives of this
chapter. The board shall maintain general oversight of the teanis
exerci se of such authority.

(5) The board shall seek the guidance of the technical reviewteam
to ensure that scientific principles and information are incorporated
into the allocation standards and into proposed projects and
activities. If the technical review team determ nes that a habitat
project list conplies with the critical pathways nethodol ogy under RCW
75.46.070, it shall provide substantial weight to the list’s project
priorities when maki ng determ nati ons anong applications for fundi ng of
projects within the area covered by the |ist.

(6) The board shall establish criteria for determ ning when bl ock
grants may be nmade to a lead entity or other recognized regional
recovery entity consistent with one or nore habitat project lists
devel oped for that region. Were a lead entity has been established
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pursuant to RCW 75.46. 060, the board may provide grants to the |ead
entity to assist in carrying out lead entity functions under this
chapter, subject to available funding. The board shall determ ne an
equi tabl e m ni mumanount of funds for each region, and shall distribute
the remai nder of funds on a conpetitive basis.

(7) The board may waive or nodify portions of the allocation
procedures and standards adopted under this section in the award of
grants or loans to conformto |egislative appropriations directing an
alternative award procedure or when the funds to be awarded are from
federal or other sources requiring other allocation procedures or
standards as a condition of the board s receipt of the funds. The
board shall devel op an integrated process to nmanage the all ocation of
funding fromfederal and state sources to mnimze delays in the award
of funding while recognizing the differences in state and | egislative
appropriation timng.

(8) The board nay award a grant or loan to a private | andowner who
has a legal obligation under local, state, or federal law to fund a
salnon recovery project when there is a clear benefit to salnon
recovery. In making its determnation to award the grant or |oan, the
board shall at |east consider the resources of the private |andowner
and the potential harmto salnon recovery if the project is del ayed.
Project sponsors and lead entities nust identify to the board any
project submtted for funding that rnust be perforned under a | egal
obligation, and nust provide justification as to why the project should
receive public funding.

~-- END ---
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