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HOUSE BI LL 2581

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schindler, Talcott, Koster, M el ke, Lanbert, Crouse
and Thomas

Read first tine 01/17/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to the certification of specialists program addi ng
a new section to chapter 28A 410 RCW adding a new section to chapter
28A. 400 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Washington is honme to many of the nation’s
nost successful math, science, and technol ogy experts. It is the
intent of the legislature to attract career professionals fromdiverse
backgrounds into the teaching profession and prevent teacher shortages
by maki ng teacher certification avail able to persons with baccal aureate
degrees and relevant work experience or sufficient know edge of the
subject area to be taught. The intent of the legislature in
establishing the certification of specialists program is to allow
eligible persons to enter the classroom under the guidance and
supervi sion of a school district and to qualify for continuing teacher
certification upon satisfactory conpletion of three years of full-tine
t eachi ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) The certification of specialists programis established.

(2) At the request of a local school district or private school
the state board of education shall issue a one-year provisional
teaching certificate to individuals with at l|least five years’ work
experience in math, science, technology, foreign |anguage, or other
area of need identified by a local district or private school, under
the foll ow ng conditions:

(a) The application contains docunentation of education and work
experience including at | east five years of work experience in the area
in which certification is being considered;

(b) The candidate holds a bachelor’s degree froma nationally or
regionally accredited postsecondary institution;

(c) The candidate neets the age and character requirenents
establ i shed by the state board of education for all certificated school
staff, including conmpliance wth the background check through the
Washi ngton state patrol crimnal investigation systemand the federal
bureau of investigation as required under RCW 28A.410.010; and

(d) The candi date has conpleted the training programoffered by the
| ocal district or private school.

(3) A local school district or private school seeking to hire a
teacher under the certification of specialists program shall devel op
and file a plan for a training program with the state board of
educati on.

(a) The school district training program nust require that the
teacher candidate pass a basic skills test selected by the school
district and any subject matter test required of all teacher candi dates
in the subject area.

(b) The school district training programnust provide the teacher
candidate wth direct classroom experience supported by skilled
teachers and include but not be [imted to the foll ow ng conponents:

(1) A training program prior to the tinme the candi date assunes
responsibility for a classroom The content and formal instruction may
include classroom safety and nmanagenent, pedagogy, and state
requirenents relating to child abuse reporting;

(i1) A period of at |east eighteen weeks of continued supervision
of the teacher candidate, who nmay be assigned full-time classroom
duties. During this period, the teacher candi date nust be critiqued at
| east once per nonth and nust be observed fornmally and eval uated at
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| east tw ce. No nore than two nonths may pass wthout a fornmal
observation of the teacher candi date;

(iii1) A teacher specialist certified under this program shall
continue in a formal mentorship for the first tw years after a
certificate is awarded. The nentorship nust include observations of
the teacher specialist by the nentor teacher and observations by the
teacher specialist of the nentor teacher in his or her own classroom

(4) An individual enployed under this program shall be certified
for one year and approved for subsequent one-year renewal s upon request
of the local school district.

(5) A teacher specialist who successfully conpletes three contract
years under the provisions of this section shall be awarded a regul ar
continuing certificate subject to certificate renewal requirenents.

(6) A candidate pursuing certification through the certification of
specialists program shall be placed on the local district salary
schedul e for the rank corresponding to the degree held by the teacher.
The candidate shall also receive one year of credit on the salary
schedule for every three years of docunented work in the speciality
ar ea.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 400
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) A local district may hire individuals as part-tinme specialists
to teach in public schools.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "part-time specialist" neans
an individual who has expertise in areas such as math, science,
technol ogy, foreign |anguage, or other area of need identified by a
| ocal district or private school.

(3) Part-tinme specialists nust neet the age and character
requi renents established by the state board of education for all
certificated school staff, including conpliance with the background
check t hrough t he Washi ngton state patrol crimnal investigation system
and the federal bureau of investigation as required under RCW
28A. 410. 010.

(4) Local or private school boards nmay contract with part-tine
specialists for part-time services on an hourly, daily, or other
periodic basis as best neets the needs of the board. A part-tine
specialist shall not fill a position that wll result in the
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di spl acenent of a qualified teacher with a regular certificate who is
al ready enployed in the district or private school.

(5 An orientation and nentorship program nust be devel oped and
i npl enented for part-time specialists by the | ocal school board, which
may include classroom safety and nmnagenent, pedagogy, and state
requirenents relating to child abuse reporting.

(6) Local school boards shall follow RCW 28A 400.285 when
contracting with part-tinme specialists.

~-- END ---
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