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HOUSE BI LL 2524

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Boldt, Melke, MMrris, Pennington, G Chandler
D. Sommers and Dunn

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2000. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to comrunity-based services for persons wth
devel opnental disabilities; amending RCW 71A 12.010, 71A 12.120,
71A. 14. 030, 71A. 14.040, 71A 14.050, 71A 14.060, 71A 14.070, 71A 14.080,
and 71A.14.090; and adding a new section to chapter 71A. 14 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 71A 12.010 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

It is declared to be the policy of the state to authorize the
secretary to develop and coordinate state services for persons wth
devel opmental disabilities; to encourage research and staff training
for state and | ocal personnel working with persons with devel opnental
disabilities; and to cooperate with comunities to ((enceurage—the
estabH-shrent—and—developrent—of)) establish and devel op services to
persons with devel opmental disabilities through locally adm nistered
and locally controlled prograns.

The conpl exities of devel opnental disabilities require the services
of many state departnents as well as those of the community. Services
shoul d be pl anned and provided as a part of a continuum A pattern of
facilities and services should be established, within appropriations
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desi gnated for this purpose, whichis sufficiently conplete to neet the
needs of each person with a devel opnental disability regardl ess of age
or degree of handicap, and at each stage of the person’s devel opnent.

Sec. 2. RCW71A 12.120 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 212 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The governor may take whatever action is necessary to enable
the state to participate in the manner set forth in this title in any
prograns provided by any federal |law and to designate state agencies
authorized to admnister within this state the several federal acts
provi di ng federal noneys to assist in providing services and training
at the state or local |evel for persons with devel opnental disabilities
and for persons who work with persons with devel opnental disabilities.

(2) Designated state agencies may apply for and accept and di sburse
federal grants, matching funds, or other funds or gifts or donations
from any source available for use by the state or by |ocal governnent

or association of retarded citizens to provide nore adequate services
for and habilitation of persons with devel opnental disabilities.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 71A. 14 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that |ocal communities can best adm nister
funding for comunity-based services to persons wth devel opnental
disabilities. The legislature finds that county governnents and
associations for retarded citizens are the entities best qualified to
adm ni ster these |ocal funds and services. The |egislature declares
its intent that all appropriations for comunity-based services shal
be adm nistered by either the local county governnment or | ocal
association of retarded citizens, under contract with the secretary.
Such contracts shall be executed pursuant to the provisions of RCW
71A.14. 030 and 71A. 14. 040.

Sec. 4. RCW 71A. 14.030 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 303 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Pursuant to RCW71A. 14. 040 the secretary shall work with the county
governing authorities ((and)), developnental disability boards, and
associations of retarded citizens, who apply for state funds to

coordi nate and provide | ocal services for persons with devel opnent al
disabilities and their famlies. The secretary ((+s—autherized—teo
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promutgate)) shall adopt rules establishing the eligibility of each
county ((and)), the devel opnental disability board, and association of
retarded citizens for state funds to be used ((foer—the—werk—of—the
board—n—~coordinrattng—and—providing)) to coordinate and provide
services to persons with devel opnental disabilities and their famlies.
In developing these rules, the secretary shall give weight to the
efficiency of the proposal as denonstrated through mnimzed
adm nistrative costs and maxim zed nunbers of persons served. The
secretary shall give weight to the effectiveness of the proposal as
denonstrated by outcone neasures. In the case of county governing
authorities and devel opnental disability boards, an application for
state funds shall be nade by the board with the approval of the county
governing authority, or by the county governing authority on behal f of
t he board. In the case of associations of retarded citizens, an
application for state funds shall be nmade by the | ocal association with
the approval of its board.

Sec. 5. RCW71A 14.040 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 304 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary shall review the applications from the county
governing authority and associ ation of retarded citizens made under RCW
71A.14.030. The secretary ((#ay)) shall approve an application if it
nmeets the requirenents of this chapter and the rul es ((proemtgated))
adopt ed by the secretary. The anpunt of the contract shall be the sane
as the funding admnistered by the secretary for conmmunity-based
services to persons with developnental disabilities in each county
during fiscal years 2000 and 2001. The secretary shall ((prorugate))
adopt rules to assist in determning the ((ampunt—of—the—grant))

distribution of any funding increase or decrease appropriated to the
departnment in subsequent fiscal years. |In ((prerulgating)) adopting
the rules, the secretary shall consider the population of the area
served, the needs of the area, and the ability of the community to
provi de funds for the devel opnental disability programprovided inthis
title.

Sec. 6. RCW 71A.14.050 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnment may require by rule that in order to be eligible for
state funds, the county ((and)), the devel opnmental disability board,
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and the association of retarded citizens shall provide the foll ow ng

indirect services to the comunity:

(1) Serve as an informational and referral agency within the
comunity for persons wth developnental disabilities and their
famlies;

(2) Coordinate all l|ocal services for persons with devel opnenta
disabilities and their famlies to insure the maxi mum utilization of
all avail abl e servi ces;

(3) Prepare conprehensive plans for present and future devel opnent
of services and for reasonabl e progress toward the coordi nati on of al
| ocal services to persons with devel opnental disabilities.

Sec. 7. RCW 71A.14.060 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 306 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary by rule may authorize the county ((and)), the
devel opmental disability board, and the association of retarded

citizens to provide any service for persons wth devel opnental

disabilities that the departnent is authorized to provide, except for
operating residential habilitation centers under chapter 71A. 20 RCW

Sec. 8. RCW 71A. 14. 070 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 307 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
In order for the devel opnental disability board or association of

retarded citizens to plan, coordinate, and provide required services

for persons with devel opnental disabilities, the county governing
authority and the board or association of retarded citizens shall be
eligible to obtain such confidential information frompublic or private
school s and the departnent as is necessary to acconplish the purposes
of this chapter. Such information shall be kept in accordance wth
state law and rules ((prorulgated)) adopted by the secretary under
chapter 34.05 RCWto permt the use of the information to coordinate
and plan services. Al persons permtted to have access to or to use
such information shall sign an oath of confidentiality, substantially
as follows:

"As a condition of obtaining information from (fill in facility,
agency, or person) I, . . . . . ., agree not to divulge, publish, or
ot herwi se make known to wunauthorized persons or the public any
information obtained in the course of using such confidential
i nformati on, where release of such information nmay possibly make the
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person who received such services identifiable. | recogni ze that
unaut hori zed release of confidential information may subject nme to
civil liability under state |law. "

Sec. 9. RCW71A 14.080 and 1988 ¢ 176 s 308 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county governing authority ((and)), the devel opnenta
disability board created under RCW 71A. 14.020, and associations of
retarded citizens are authorized to receive and spend funds received

from the state under this chapter, or any federal funds received
t hrough any state agency, or any gifts or donations received by it for
the benefit of persons with devel opnental disabilities.

Sec. 10. RCW71A 14.090 and 1988 c 176 s 309 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

RCW 71A.12. 120 authorizes |ocal governnments and associations of
retarded citizens to participate in federal prograns for persons with
devel opnental disabilities.

~-- END ---
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