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HOUSE BI LL 2476

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Kagi, D ckerson, Hurst, Cox, Carrell,
Boldt, D. Somrers, Mulliken, Esser, Stensen, MDonald, Rudernman,
Edwar ds, Kei ser and Rockefeller

Read first time 01/13/2000. Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to investigating sudden unexpl ained deaths of
children; and anmendi ng RCW 43. 103. 100 and 68. 50. 104.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.103.100 and 1991 c 176 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The council shall research and devel op an appropriate training
conponent on the subject of sudden, unexplained child death, including
but not limted to sudden infant death syndrone. The training
conponent shall include, at a m ni nrum

((2»)) (a) Medical information on sudden, unexpl ai ned child death
for first responders, including awareness and sensitivity in dealing
wth famlies and child care providers, and the inportance of
forensically conpetent death scene investigation

((2)) (b) Information on conmunity resources and support groups
available to assist famlies who have lost a child to sudden,
unexpl ai ned deat h, including sudden infant death syndrone; and
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64})) L_L The value of tinmely comunication between the county
coroner or nedical examner and the public health departnment, when a
sudden, wunexpl ained child death occurs, in order to achieve a better
understanding of such deaths, and connecting famlies to various
community and public health support systens to enhance recovery from
grief.

(2) The council shall work with volunteer groups with expertise in
t he area of sudden, unexplained child death, including but not limted

to the SIDS ((Nerthwest—Regional—Center—at—Childrens—Hospital—the
Washi-ngten—~chapter—ofthenati+oenal—SHBS) ) foundation((5)) of WAshi ngt on

and t he Washi ngton associ ati on of county of ficials.

(3) Basic training for death investigators offered by the

Washi ngton association of coroners and nedical examners and the
crimnal justice training comm ssion shall include a nodule which
specifically addresses the investigations of the sudden unexpl ai ned
deaths of children under the age of three. The training nodul e shal
include a scene investigation protocol endorsed or devel oped by the
council. Asimlar training curriculumshall be required for city and
county law enforcenent officers and energency nedical personnel
certified by the departnent of health as part of their basic training
through the crimnal justice training conm ssion or the departnent of
health energency nedical training certification program

(4) Each county shall use a protocol that has been endorsed or
devel oped by the council for scene investigations of the sudden
unexpl ai ned deaths of children under the age of three. The council nmay
utilize guidelines from the center for disease control and other
appropriate resources.

(5) The council shall develop a protocol for autopsies of children
under the age of three whose deaths are sudden and unexpl ained. This
protocol shall be used by pathologists who are not certified by the
Anerican board of pathology in forensic pathology, and who are
provi di ng _aut opsy services to coroners and nedi cal exam ners.
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Sec. 2. RCW 68.50. 104 and 1983 1st ex.s. c¢c 16 s 14 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The cost of autopsy shall be borne by the county in which the
autopsy i s perforned, except when requested by the departnent of |abor
and industries, in which case, the departnent shall bear the cost of
such aut opsy( (3 i

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, when the

county bears the cost of an autopsy, it shall be reinbursed fromthe
death investigations((=)) account, established by RCW 43.79. 445, as
fol | ows:

((2)) (a) Up to forty percent of the cost of contracting for the
services of a pathol ogist to performan autopsy; and

((21)) (b) Up to twenty-five percent of the salary of pathol ogists
who are primarily engaged in perform ng autopsies and are ((&a))) (i)
county coroners or county nedi cal exam ners, or (({b))) (ii) enpl oyees
of a county coroner or county nedi cal exam ner.

Payments from the account shall be nade pursuant to biennial
appropriation: PROVIDED, That no county may reduce funds appropri ated
for this purpose bel ow 1983 budgeted | evels.

(3) When the county bears the cost of an autopsy of a child under
the age of three whose death was sudden and unexpl ained, the county
shall not be reinbursed pursuant to this section unless the death scene
investigation and the autopsy have been conducted pursuant to section
1 (4) and (5) of this act, and the autopsy has been done at a facility
designed for the performance of autopsies.

~-- END ---
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