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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2454

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Representatives Ednonds, Parlette, Cody, Kenney, Radcliff, Kagi,
Edwards, Lantz, Hatfield, Ogden, Conway, Veloria, Lovick, Kessler,
O Brien, Regala, MDonald, Carlson, Tokuda, Cooper, Van Luven
Ruder man, Murray, Schual - Berke, Scott, Stensen, Keiser, Santos, Pflug,
Rockefell er, Whod and Mintire)

Read first tine 01/28/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to famly caregiver long-termcare information and
support services; anmending RCW 74.41.020, 74.41.030, 74.41.050, and
74.41.070; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.41.020 and 1987 ¢ 409 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is the intent of the legislature to provide ((fer—beth)) a
conprehensive program of long-term care information and support,
including in-hone and out-of-hone respite care services ((whiech—are
provi-dedby—a+range—of—serviceproviders)), for famly and ot her unpaid

caregivers who provide the daily services required when caring for
adults wth functional disabilities. The ((respite—ecare)) famly
caregiver long-termcare information and support services shall

(1) Provide information, relief, and support to famly or other
unpai d caregi vers of ((disabled)) adults with functional disabilities;

(2) Encourage famly and ot her nonpaid individuals to provide care
for ((eisabled)) adults wth functional disabilities at home, and thus
offer a viable alternative to ((+nsti+tutienaltzatioen)) placenent in a
|l ong-termcare facility;
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(3) Ensure that respite care is made generally available on a
sliding-fee basis to eligible participants in the programaccording to
priorities established by the departnent;

(4) Be provided in the least restrictive setting available
consistent with the individually assessed needs of the ((funet+oenaltty
eisabled)) adults with functional disabilities; ((and))

(5) Include services appropriate to the needs of persons caring for
individuals with denenting illnesses; and

(6) Provide unpaid fam |y and ot her unpaid caregivers with services
that enable themto make inforned decisions about current and future
care plans, solve day-to-day caregiving problens, |earn essential
caregiving skills, and locate services that nmay strengthen their
capacity to provide care.

Sec. 2. RCW74.41.030 and 1987 c 409 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly indicates otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Famly caregiver long-term care information and support
services" neans providing long-term care information and support
services to unpaid famly and other unpaid caregivers of adults wth
functional disabilities, including but not limted to providing: (a)
| nf ormati on about avail able public and private | ong-term care support
services; (b) assistance in gaining access to an array of appropriate
long-term care famly caregiver services; (c) pronotion and
i npl enmentation of support groups; (d) caregiver training to assist the
nonpai d caregivers in nmaking decisions and solving challenges relating
to their caregiving roles; (e) respite care services; and (f)
addi tional supportive |long-termcare services that may include but not
be limted to translating/interpreter servi ces, specialized
transportation, coordination of health care services, help purchasing
needed supplies, durable goods, or equipnent, and other fornms of
informati on and support necessary to maintain the unpaid caregivVing
activity.

(2) "Respite care services" neans relief care for famlies or other
caregivers of ((éisabled)) adults wth functional disabilities,
eligibility for which shall be determ ned by the departnent by rule.
The services provide tenporary care or supervision of ((disabled))
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adults with functional disabilities in substitution for the caregiver.
The termincludes ((seetal)) adult day ((eare)) services.

((2)) (3) "Eligible participant for famly caregiver |ong-term
care information and support services" neans an adult (({&))) who needs
substantially continuous care or supervision by reason of his or her
functional disability((;—anrd—(b)r—who—is—assessed—as—requi+ring
. . . L . . I I : . . vt I
communt-ty—suppoert—servi-ces—ineludi-ngrespite—<care)) and may be at risk

of placenent into a long-termcare facility.

(4) "Eligible participant for respite care services" neans an adul t
who needs substantially continuous care or supervision by reason of his
or her functional disability and is also assessed as requiring
placenent into a long-termcare facility in the absence of an unpaid
famly or other unpaid caregiver.

((£3))) (5) "Unpaid caregiver" means a spouse, relative, or friend
who has primary responsibility for the care of ((a—unetionaly
di-sabled—-adult-)) an adult with a functional disability and who does
not receive financial conpensation for the care((;—and-whois—assessed

bei ek ofblaci I i aibl .. . I
care—factHHty—+f—respitecare+snot—avattable)). To be eligible for
respite care and for famly caregiver support services, the caregiver
is considered the client.

((£4)— . . L - I . I
it

5))) (6) "((Seetal)) Adult day ((eare)) services" neans nonnedi ca
services to persons who live wth their famlies, cannot be left
unsupervi sed, and are at risk of being placed in a twenty-four-hour
care facility if their famlies do not receive sone relief from
constant care.

((66))) (7) "Departnment” nmeans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

Sec. 3. RCW74.41.050 and 1989 c 427 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall contract with area agenci es on agi ng or other
appropriate agencies to conduct ((resprte—care—projeets)) famly
caregiver long-termcare informati on and support services to the extent
of avail abl e funding. The responsibilities of the agencies shall
include but not be limted to: (1) Admnistering a programof famly
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caregiver long-term care information and support services; and (2)
negotiating rates of paynment, admnistering sliding-fee scales to
enabl e eligible participants to participate in paying for respite care,
and arranging for respite care information, training, and other support

services. ((Rates—ef—payrent—torespttecare—servieceprovtders—shatb-

provi-ders—for—thesamretevel—of—servieer)) In evaluating the need for

respite services, consideration shall be given to the nental and
physical ability of the caregiver to perform necessary caregiver
functions.

Sec. 4. RCW 74.41. 070 and 1998 ¢ 245 s 151 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The area agenci es on _aging adm ni stering ((frespirte—careprograns))
famly caregiver long-termcare infornmation and support services shal

mai ntain data which indicates demand for ((fresprte—care,—and—which
and—out—of—honeovernrght—ecarederand)) fam |y caregiver long-termcare

i nformati on and support services.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2000, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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