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HOUSE BI LL 2387

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cenents, B. Chandl er, Radcl i ff, McMorri s,
G Chandl er, Schindler, Benson, Lanbert and D. Sommers

Read first tinme 01/12/2000. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to safety and health standards for work-rel ated
nmuscul oskel etal disorders; and anmendi ng RCW 49. 17. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW49.17.040 and 1973 ¢ 80 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the
director shall nake, adopt, nodify, and repeal rules and regul ations
governing safety and health standards for conditions of enploynent as
authorized by this chapter after a public hearing in conformance with
the adm ni strative procedure act and the provisions of this chapter.
At least thirty days prior to such public hearing, the director shal
cause public notice of such hearing to be made i n newspapers of general
circulationin this state, of the date, tine, and place of such public
hearing, along with a general description of the subject natter of the
proposed rules and information as to where copies of any rules and
regul ations proposed for adoption may be obtained and wth a
solicitation for recomendations in witing or suggestions for
i nclusion or changes in such rules to be submtted not |ater than five
days prior to such public hearing. Any preexisting rules adopted by
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the departnent of l|abor and industries relating to health and safety
standards in work places subject to the jurisdiction of the departnent
shall remain effective insofar as such rules are not inconsistent with
the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, the
director may not adopt rules governing safety and health standards for
wor k-rel at ed nuscul oskel etal di sorders caused by awkward postures, high
hand force, repetitive notion, repeated inpacts, awkward lifting,
vibration, or simlar physical tasks.

(3) By July 1, 2000, the director shall adopt by rule safety and
heal th standards to reduce enpl oyee exposure to workpl ace hazards that
can__cause or aggravate work-related mnuscul oskeletal disorders,
including hazards caused by awkward postures, high hand force,
repetitive notion, repeated inpacts, awkward lifting, and vibration.

The standards shall apply only to the departnent of |abor and

industries and a state agency, to be designated by the governor, with

an _appoi nted executive. The rule expires four vears after the date of

adoption. The |l eqislature shall not appropriate funds for the purposes

of inmplenenting this subsection.

--- END ---
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