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HOUSE BI LL 2373

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kagi, D. Sommers, Tokuda, Cody, Edwards, Kenney,
Murray, Wolfe, Ogden, Morris, Stensen, Veloria, Schual-Berke, Wod,
Ednonds, Kessler, Regala, Cooper, Scott, Anderson, D ckerson, Santos
and Lovi ck

Read first tinme 01/11/2000. Referred to Conmttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Relating to creating the office of child care and early
educati on; amending RCW 28B. 135. 010, 28B. 135. 030, 28B. 135. 040,
41. 04. 380, 41.04.385, 43.20A. 750, 43.31.504, 74.13.085, 74.13.090,
74.13.0901, 74.13.0902, 74.13.0903, 74.13.095, 74. 14B. 040, 28A. 215.110,
28A. 215.120, 28A.215.130, 28A.215.140, 28A 215.150, 28A 215. 160,
28A. 215.170, 28A.215.180, 28A. 215.190, 28A 215.200, and 43.63A. 066
adding a new section to chapter 41.06 RCW adding a new chapter to
Title 43 RCW creating new sections; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes that:

(a) Child care and early education are an inportant part of the
daily lives of Washington famli es;

(b) The state is involved in many child care and early education
prograns that are adm nistered through at |east five state agenci es;

(c) A nore cohesive and integrated early |earning and youth care
systemwould result in greater efficiencies for the state and greater
accessibility for the famlies that the progranms are i ntended to serve;
and
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(d) An effective systemof governance woul d provi de | eadershi p and
vision lacking in the current fragnented system

(2) The legislature finds that the early years of a child s life
are critical to the child s healthy brain devel opnent and that the
quality of caregiving during the early years can significantly inpact
the child s intellectual and enotional growh and social adjustnent.

(3) It is therefore the purpose of this chapter to establish the
office of child care and early education, the purpose of which is to
coordi nate and consolidate child care and early | earning prograns.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. (1) The office of child care and early
education is created as an executive branch agency. The office is
vested with all powers and duties transferred to it under this chapter
and such ot her powers and duties as may be authorized by | aw

(2) The primary duties of the office are to coordinate and
consolidate child care and early learning prograns in order to
adm ni ster prograns and grant funding as efficiently as possible. The
office’s duties include, but are not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) To admnister child care and early |earning prograns;

(b) To the extent possible under federal and state law, to
st andardi ze fi nanci al audits, oversight visits, performance benchmarks,
and licensing criteria, so that prograns can function in an integrated
fashi on; and

(c) To coordinate state agency efforts to purchase, deliver, and
arrange child care effectively.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. Unless the context clearly requires
otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Adm nistrator” neans the adm nistrator of the office.
(2) "Ofice" neans the office of child care and early education
created in this chapter

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 4. (1) The executive head and appointing
authority of the agency is the admnistrator. The adm ni strator shal
be appoi nted by the governor, with the consent of the senate, and shal
serve at the pleasure of the governor. The adm nistrator shall be paid
a salary to be fixed by the governor in accordance with RCW43. 03. 040.
| f a vacancy occurs in the position while the senate is not in session,
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t he governor shall nake a tenporary appoi ntnent until the next neeting
of the senate.

(2) The adm nistrator may enploy up to seven staff nenbers, who
shall be exenpt from chapter 41.06 RCW and any additional staff
menbers as are necessary to adm nister this chapter. The adm ni strator
may del egate any power or duty vested in himor her by this chapter,
including authority to make final decisions and enter final orders in
heari ngs conduct ed under chapter 34.05 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. It istheintent of the | egislature wherever
possible to place the internal affairs of the office under the control
of the admnistrator in order that the admnistrator may institute
thereinthe flexible, alert, and intelligent managenent of its busi ness
t hat changi ng contenporary circunstances require. Therefore, whenever
the adm nistrator’s authority is not specifically limted by |aw, the
adm nistrator has conplete charge and supervisory powers over the
of fice. The adm ni strator may create such adm ni strative structures as
the adm ni strat or consi ders appropriate, except as otherw se specified
by law. The adm nistrator nmay enpl oy such assi stants and personnel as
necessary for the general admnistration of the office. Thi s
enpl oynent shall be in accordance with the state civil service |aw,
chapter 41.06 RCW except as ot herw se provided.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The adm nistrator may appoi nt such advi sory
commttees or councils as may be required by any federal |egislation as
a condition to the receipt of federal funds by the office. The
adm nistrator may al so appoint state-wide commttees or councils on
such subject matters as are or cone wthin the office’s
responsibilities. The state-w de conmttees and councils shall have
representation from both mjor political parties and shall have
substanti al consuner representation. The commttees or councils shal
be constituted as required by federal |law or as the adm nistrator may
determ ne. The nmenbers of the commttees or councils shall hold office
as follows: One-third to serve one year; one-third to serve two years;
and one-third to serve three years. Upon expiration of the origina
terms, subsequent appointnents shall be for three years except in the
case of a vacancy, in which event appointnment shall be only for the
remai nder of the unexpired term for which the vacancy occurs. No
menber may serve nore than two consecutive terns.
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Menbers of such state advisory conmttees or councils may be paid
their travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. |In furtherance of the policy of the state to
cooperate with the federal governnent in all of the prograns under the
jurisdiction of the office, such rules as may becone necessary to
entitle the state to participate in federal funds may be adopted,
unl ess expressly prohibited by Iaw Any internal reorganization
carried out wunder the terms of this chapter shall neet federal
requi renents that are a necessary condition to state recei pt of federal
funds. Any section or provision of law dealing with the office that
may be susceptible to nore than one construction shall be interpreted
in favor of the construction nost likely to conply with federal |aws
entitling this state to receive federal funds for the various prograns
of the office. |If any law dealing with the office is ruled to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition of
the allocation of federal funds to the state, or to any departnents or
agencies thereof, the conflicting part is declared to be inoperative
solely to the extent of the conflict.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 41.06 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to the exenptions under RCW41.06. 070, the provisions
of this chapter shall not apply in the office of child care and early
education to the adm nistrator and up to seven staff nenbers.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. (1) Al powers, duties, and functions of the
hi gher education coordi nati ng board, the state board for comunity and
techni cal coll eges, the office of financial managenent, the depart nent
of personnel, the departnent of comunity, trade, and economc
devel opnent, the child care coordinating commttee, the departnent of
soci al and heal th services, the departnent of health, the famly policy
council, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the
departnent of |abor and industries, and the Washi ngton council for the
prevention of child abuse and neglect pertaining to child care and
early learning prograns are transferred to the office of child care and
early educati on.

(2)(a) Al reports, docunents, surveys, books, records, files
papers, or witten material in the possession of the higher education
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coordinating board, the state board for community and technical
colleges, the office of financial managenent, the departnment of
per sonnel , the departnment of comunity, trade, and econom c
devel opnent, the child care coordinating commttee, the departnent of
soci al and health services, the departnment of health, the famly policy
council, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the
departnment of |abor and industries, and the Washi ngton council for the
prevention of child abuse and neglect pertaining to the powers,
functions, and duties transferred shall be delivered to the custody of
the office of child care and early education. Al cabinets, furniture,
of fi ce equi prent, notor vehicles, and ot her tangi bl e property enpl oyed
by the higher education coordinating board, the state board for
comunity and technical colleges, the office of financial nanagenent,
t he departnent of personnel, the departnment of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent, the child care coordinating commttee, the
departnment of social and health services, the departnent of health, the
famly policy council, the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction, the departnent of | abor and i ndustries, and t he Washi ngt on
council for the prevention of child abuse and neglect in carrying out
t he powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be made avail abl e
to the office of child care and early education. Al funds, credits,
or other assets held in connection with the powers, functions, and
duties transferred shall be assigned to the office of child care and
early educati on.

(b) Any appropriations nade to the higher education coordinating
board, the state board for cormmunity and technical colleges, the office
of financial managenent, the departnent of personnel, the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the child care coordi nating
commttee, the departnent of social and health services, the departnent
of health, the famly policy council, the office of the superintendent
of public instruction, the departnent of |abor and industries, and the
Washi ngton council for the prevention of child abuse and negl ect for
carrying out the powers, functions, and duties transferred shall, on
the effective date of this section, be transferred and credited to the
office of child care and early education.

(c) \Whenever any question arises as to the transfer of any
personnel, funds, books, docunents, records, papers, files, equipnent,
or other tangi ble property used or held in the exercise of the powers
and the performance of the duties and functions transferred, the
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director of financial managenent shall make a determ nation as to the
proper allocation and certify the sane to the state agenci es concer ned.

(3) Al enployees of the higher education coordinating board, the
state board for comunity and technical colleges, the office of
financi al managenment, the departnent of personnel, the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the child care coordi nating
commttee, the departnent of social and health services, the departnent
of health, the famly policy council, the office of the superintendent
of public instruction, the departnent of |abor and industries, and the
Washi ngton council for the prevention of child abuse and neglect
engaged in perform ng the powers, functions, and duties transferred are
transferred to the jurisdiction of the office of child care and early
education. Al enployees classified under chapter 41.06 RCW the state
civil service law, are assigned to the child care and early education
board to performtheir usual duties upon the sane terns as fornerly,
without any loss of rights, subject to any action that nmay be
appropriate thereafter in accordance with the | aws and rul es governi ng
state civil service.

(4) Al rules and all pendi ng busi ness before the higher education
coordinating board, the state board for community and technical
colleges, the office of financial managenent, the departnment of
per sonnel , the departnment of community, trade, and econom c
devel opnent, the child care coordinating commttee, the departnent of
soci al and health services, the departnment of health, the famly policy
council, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the
departnent of |abor and industries, and the Washi ngton council for the
prevention of child abuse and neglect pertaining to the powers,
functions, and duties transferred shall be continued and acted upon by
the office of child care and early education. All existing contracts
and obligations shall remain in full force and shall be perforned by
the office of child care and early education.

(5) The transfer of the powers, duties, functions, and personnel of
t he hi gher education coordinating board, the state board for conmmunity
and technical colleges, the office of financial managenent, the
departnent of personnel, the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent, the child care coordinating commttee, the
departnment of social and health services, the departnent of health, the
famly policy council, the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction, the departnment of | abor and i ndustries, and t he Washi ngt on
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council for the prevention of child abuse and negl ect shall not affect
the validity of any act perforned before the effective date of this
section.

(6) If apportionnments of budgeted funds are requi red because of the
transfers directed by this section, the director of financial
managenent shall certify the apportionnents to the agencies affected,
the state auditor, and the state treasurer. Each of these shall nake
the appropriate transfer and adjustnments in funds and appropriation
accounts and equi pnent records in accordance with the certification.

(7) Nothing contained in this section may be construed to alter any
exi sting collective bargaining unit or the provisions of any existing
coll ective bargaining agreenment until the agreenment has expired or
until the bargaining unit has been nodified by action of the personnel
board as provided by |aw.

Sec. 10. RCW 28B. 135.010 and 1999 ¢ 375 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
Two Washi ngton accounts for student child care in higher education

are established. The ((higher—eduecatieon—coordinating—board—and—the
stateboardfoer—communty—andtechnical—colHeges)) office of child care

and early education shall adm nister the prograns. Through these
prograns the ((beards)) office may award on a conpetitive basis child
care grants to state institutions of higher education to encourage
prograns to address the need for high quality, accessible, and
affordable child care for students at higher education institutions.
The wuniversity or college admnistration and student governnent

association, or its equivalent, of each institution receiving the award
shal | contribute financial support in an amount equal to the child care
grant received by the institution.

Sec. 11. RCW 28B. 135.030 and 1999 ¢ 375 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((higher—education—coordinating—beard)) office of child care
and early education shall admnister the program for four-year
institutions of higher education((—7Fhe—stateboardftor—communtty—and
technical—eolegesshall—admnistertheprogran)) and for community and
techni cal coll eges. The ((hgher—education—coordinatingboard—andthe
state—boardfor—community—andtechncal—colHeges—shall—have)) office

has the foll owi ng powers and duties in adm ni stering each program
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(1) To adopt rules necessary to carry out the program

(2) To establish one or nore review conmttees to assist in the
eval uation of proposals for funding. The review conmttee shall
include but not be l|limted to individuals from the WAshington
association for the education of young children, the child care
coordinating commttee, and the child care resource and referral
net wor k;

(3) To establish each biennium specific guidelines for submtting
grant proposals consistent with the overall goals of the program
During the 1999-2001 bi enniumthe guidelines shall be consistent with
the foll owm ng desired outconmes of increasing access to child care for
students, addressing the demand for infant and toddl er care, providing
affordabl e child care alternatives, creating nore cooperative preschool
prograns, creating nodels that can be replicated at other institutions,
creating a partnership between university or college adm nistrations
and student government, or its equival ent and i ncreasing efficiency and
i nnovation at canpus child care centers;

(4) To establish guidelines for an allocation system based on
factors that include but are not |limted to: The anmpunt of noney
available in the trust fund; characteristics of the institutions
i ncluding the size of the faculty and student body; and the nunber of
child care grants received,

(5 To solicit grant proposals and provide information to the
institutions of higher education about the program and

(6) To establishreporting, eval uation, accountability, nonitoring,
and di ssem nation requirenents for the recipients of the grants.

Sec. 12. RCW 28B. 135.040 and 1999 ¢ 375 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
Two accounts for student child care in higher education are

established in the custody of the state treasurer. Moneys in the
accounts may be spent only for the purposes of RCW 28B. 135.010.
D sbursenments from ((enre—ef)) the accounts shall be on the
aut horization of the ((higher—education—coordinating—board—and
the—statebeardfor—ecomunityandtechnical—ecolleges)) office of child

care and early education. The accounts are subject to the allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is required
for disbursenents.
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Sec. 13. RCWA41.04.380 and 1993 ¢ 194 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

When suitabl e space is determ ned to be avail abl e, either agencies
or organizations of state enployees may contract wth one or nore
providers to operate child care facilities.

Subj ect to the approval of the ((di+eetor—oeffitnancial—anagerent))
adm nistrator of the office of child care and early education, suitable
space for child care centers may be provided to organi zations of state
enpl oyees w thout charge or at reduced charge for rent or services
solely for the purpose of reducing enployee child care costs.

Sec. 14. RCW41.04.385 and 1993 ¢ 194 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that (1) denographic, econom c, and soci al
trends underlie a critical and increasing demand for child care in the
state of Washington; (2) working parents and their children benefit
when the enpl oyees’ child care needs have been resol ved; (3) the state
of Washi ngt on shoul d serve as a nodel enpl oyer by creating a supportive
at nosphere, to the extent feasible, in which its enployees may neet
their child care needs; and (4) the state of Washington should
encour age t he devel opnent of partnershi ps between st ate agencies, state
enpl oyees, state enpl oyee | abor organi zati ons, and private enployers to
expand the availability of affordable quality child care. The
| egislature finds further that resolving enployee child care concerns
not only benefits the enpl oyees and their children, but may benefit the
enpl oyer by reducing absenteeism increasing enployee productivity,
i nprovi ng noral e, and enhancing the enployer’s position in recruiting
and retaining enployees. Therefore, the legislature declares that it
is the policy of the state of Washington to assist state enpl oyees by
creating a supportive atnosphere in which they may neet their child
care needs. Policies and procedures for state agencies to address
enpl oyee child care needs will be the responsibility of the ((éreetor
of—personnel)) administrator of the office of child care and early
education in consultation with the child care coordinating commttee,
as provided in RCW 74.13.090 and state enployee representatives as
provi ded under RCW 41. 06. 140.

Sec. 15. RCW 43. 20A. 750 and 1997 ¢ 367 s 16 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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(1) The departnment of social and health services shall help
famlies and workers in rural natural resources inpact areas nake the
transition through economc difficulties and shall provide services to
assi st workers to gain marketable skills. The departnent, as a nenber
of the agency rural community assistance task force and, where
appropriate, under an interagency agreenent with the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c developnent, shall provide grants
t hrough the office of the secretary for services to the unenployed in
rural natural resources inpact areas and to di slocated sal non fishing
workers as defined in RCW 43.63A.021 who live in urban areas of
qual i fying rural natural resource inpact counties, including providing
direct or referral services, establishing and operating service
delivery prograns, and coordinating delivery prograns and delivery of
servi ces. These grants may be awarded for famly support centers,
reenpl oynent centers, or other |ocal service agencies.

(2) The services provided through the grants may include, but need
not be limted to: Credit counseling; social services including
mari tal counseling; psychot herapy or psychol ogi cal counseling; nortgage
forecl osures and utilities problens counseling; drug and al cohol abuse
servi ces; medi cal services; and residential heating and food
acqui sition.

(3) Funding for these services shall be coordinated through the

agency rural comrunity assistance task force which will establish a
fund to provide child care assistance, nortgage assistance, and
counseling which cannot be net through current prograns. No funds

shall be used for additional full-time equivalents for adm nistering
this section.

(4)(a) Gants for famly support centers are intended to provide
support to famlies by responding to needs identified by the famlies
and communities served by the centers. Services provided by famly
support centers may include parenting education, child devel opnent
assessnents, health and nutrition education, counsel i ng, and
information and referral services. Such services may be provided
directly by the center or through referral to other agencies
participating in the interagency team

(b) The departnment shall consult with the office of child care and
early education and the council on child abuse or neglect regarding
grants for famly support centers.

(5) "Rural natural resources inpact area" neans:

HB 2373 p. 10
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(a) A nonnetropolitan county, as defined by the 1990 decennia
census, that neets three of the five criteria set forth in subsection
(6) of this section;

(b) A nonnetropolitan county with a popul ation of |less than forty
thousand in the 1990 decennial census, that neets two of the five
criteria as set forth in subsection (6) of this section; or

(c) A nonurbani zed area, as defined by the 1990 decenni al census,
that is located in a netropolitan county that neets three of the five
criteria set forth in subsection (6) of this section

(6) For the purposes of designating rural natural resources inpact
areas, the following criteria shall be considered:

(a) A lunber and wood products enploynent |ocation quotient at or
above the state average;

(b) A commercial salnon fishing enploynent | ocation quotient at or
above the state average;

(c) Projected or actual direct |unber and wood products job | osses
of one hundred positions or nore;

(d) Projected or actual direct comrercial salnon fishing job | osses
of one hundred positions or nore; and

(e) An unenploynent rate twenty percent or nore above the state
average. The counties that neet these criteria shall be determ ned by
the enpl oynent security departnment for the nost recent year for which
data is avail able. For the purposes of adm nistration of prograns
under this chapter, the United States post office five-digit zip code
delivery areas wll be wused to determne residence status for
eligibility purposes. For the purpose of this definition, a zip code
delivery area of which any part is ten mles or nore froman urbani zed
area i s consi dered nonurbanized. A zip code totally surrounded by zip
codes qualifying as nonurbanized under this definition is also
consi der ed nonur bani zed. The office of financial managenent shall make
available a zip code listing of the areas to all agencies and
organi zati ons providing services under this chapter.

Sec. 16. RCW 43.31.504 and 1993 c¢c 280 s 45 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
The child care facility fund conmttee is established within the

( ( bustness—asststance—center—ofthe departrent—eofcormuntty—trade—and
economc—developrent)) office of child care and early education. The

commttee shall adm nister the child care facility fund, with revi ew by

p. 11 HB 2373



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W NDNDNDNDDNDDNDDNDNMNDNMNDNPEPRPPPPPEPERP PR PEPPE
N PO O 00 NO Ol D WNPEFP O OO0LM~NO O P~ wWwDNPEL O

33
34
35
36
37
38

the ((dtreetor—of—ecommuntty—trade—and—economc—developrent))

adm nistrator of the office.

(1) The commttee shall have five nenbers. The ((€i+reetor—of
communi-ty—trade—and—economc—developrent)) admnistrator of the
of fice shall appoint the nenbers, who shall include:

(a) Two persons experienced in investnent finance and having skills
in providing capital to new businesses, in starting and operating
busi nesses, and providi ng professional services to small or expandi ng
busi nesses;

(b) One person representing a philanthropic organization wth
experience in evaluating funding requests;

(c) One child care services expert; and

(d) One early chil dhood devel opnent expert.

I n maki ng these appoi ntnents, the ((éi+eetor)) adm nistrator shal
give careful consideration to ensure that the various geographic
regions of the state are represented and that nenbers will be avail abl e
for nmeetings and are conmtted to working cooperatively to address
child care needs in Washi ngton state.

(2) The commttee shall elect officers fromanong its nmenbership
and shall adopt policies and procedures specifying the |engths of
terms, nethods for filling vacancies, and other matters necessary to
t he ongoi ng functioning of the commttee.

(3) Commttee nenbers shall serve w thout conpensation, but may
request reinbursenent for travel expenses as provided in RCW43. 03. 050
and 43. 03. 060.

(4) Commttee nmenbers shall not be liable to the state, to the
child care facility fund, or to any other person as a result of their
activities, whether mnisterial or discretionary, as nenbers except for
willful dishonesty or intentional violation of the Iaw The
f } )) office of
child care and early education may purchase liability insurance for
menbers and may i ndemify these persons agai nst the clains of others.

Sec. 17. RCW74.13.085 and 1989 c 381 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

It shall be the policy of the state of Washington to:

(1) Recognize the famly as the nost inportant social and econom c
unit of society and support the central role parents play in child
rearing. All parents are encouraged to care for and nurture their
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children through the traditional nethods of parental care at hone.
However, there has been a dramatic increase in participation of wonen
in the workforce which has made the availability of quality, affordable
child care a critical concern for the state and its citizens. There
are not enough child care services and facilities to neet the needs of
wor ki ng parents, the costs of care are often beyond the resources of
wor ki ng parents, and child care facilities are not | ocated conveniently
to work places and neighborhoods. Parents are encouraged to
participate fully in the effort to inprove the quality of child care
servi ces.

(2) Pronpte a variety of culturally and devel opnental | y appropri ate
child care settings and services of the highest possible quality in
accordance with the basic principle of continuity of care. These
settings shall include, but not be limted to, famly day care hones,
m ni -centers, centers and school s.

(3) Pronote the growth, developnent and safety of children by
working with comunity groups including providers and parents to
establish standards for quality service, training of <child care
providers, fair and equitable nonitoring, and salary |levels
commensurate wth provider responsibilities and support services.

(4) Pronote equal access to quality, affordable, socio-economcally
integrated child care for all children and famlies.

(5) Facilitate broad conmmunity and private sector involvenent in
the provision of quality child care services to foster economc
devel opnent and assist industry through the office of child care and
early education.

Sec. 18. RCW 74.13.090 and 1995 ¢ 399 s 204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) ((Fhere—+s—establshed—a—-childecare—coordinatingecommtteeteo
provide)) The office of child care and early education shall facilitate
coordi nati on and commruni cati on between state agencies responsible for
child care and early childhood education services. The office shal
establish a child care coordinating commttee ((shalH—be)) conposed of
not |ess than seventeen nor nore than thirty-three nmenbers who shal
i ncl ude:

(a) One representative each from the departnment of social and
health services, the departnment of community, trade, and economc
devel opnment, the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
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and any ot her agency having responsibility for regulation, provision,
or funding of child care services in the state;

(b) One representative fromthe departnent of | abor and i ndustri es;

(c) One representative fromthe departnent of revenue;

(d) One representative fromthe enpl oynent security departnent;

(e) One representative fromthe departnent of personnel;

(f) One representative fromthe departnent of health;

(g) At | east one representative of famly hone child care providers
and one representative of center care providers;

(h) At least one representative of early childhood devel opnent
experts;

(1) At least one representative of school districts and teachers
involved in the provision of child care and preschool prograns;

(Jj) At |least one parent education specialist;

(k) At |least one representative of resource and referral prograns;

(I') One pediatric or other health professional;

(m At | east one representative of college or university child care
provi ders;

(n) At |east one representative of a citizen group concerned with
child care;

(o) At |east one representative of a |abor organization;

(p) At |east one representative of a head start - early chil dhood
educati on assi stance program agency,

(q) At |east one enployer who provides child care assistance to
enpl oyees;

(r) Parents of children receiving, or in need of, child care, half
of whomshall be parents needi ng or receiving subsidized child care and
hal f of whom shall be parents who are able to pay for child care.

The naned state agencies shall select their representative to the
child care coordinating commttee. The ((departrwent—oet—soctal—and
health-serviees)) office of child care and early education shall sel ect
t he remai ni ng nenbers, considering recommendations fromlists submtted
by professional associations and other interest groups until such tine
as the commttee adopts a nenber sel ection process. The ((departrent))
office shall use any federal funds which may becone available to
acconplish the purposes of RCW 74. 13.085 through 74. 13. 095.

The commttee shall elect officers from anong its nenbership and
shal | adopt policies and procedures specifying the | engths of terns,
met hods for filling vacancies, and other matters necessary to the
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ongoi ng functioning of the commttee. The ((seeretary—of——soctal—and
health-servieces)) adm nistrator of the office shall appoint a tenporary

chair until the commttee has adopted policies and elected a chair
accordi ngly. Child care coordinating conmttee nenbers shall be
rei nbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

(2) To the extent possible within avail able funds, the child care
coordi nating commttee shall

(a) Serve as an advisory coordinator for all state agencies
responsi ble for early childhood or child care prograns for the purpose
of i nproving communi cation and interagency coordination;

(b) Annually review state prograns and nake recommendations to the
agencies and the legislature which will maximze funding and pronote
furtherance of the policies set forth in RCW74.13.085. Reports shall
be provided to all appropriate commttees of the legislature by
Decenber 1st of each year. At a mnimumthe commttee shall:

(i) Review and propose changes to the child care subsidy systemin
its Decenber 1989 report;

(1i1) Review alternative nodels for child care service systens, in
the context of the policies set forth in RCW74.13.085, and recomend
to the legislature a new child care service structure; and

(1i1) Reviewoptions and nake recommendati ons on the feasibility of
establishing an allocation for day care facilities when constructing
state buil di ngs;

(c¢) Review ((departrent—oef—soctal—and-health-—serviees)) child care
and early education office admnistration of the child care expansion
grant program described in RCW 74. 13. 095;

(d) Reviewrules regarding child care facilities and services for
the purpose of identifying those which unnecessarily obstruct the
avai lability and affordability of child care in the state;

(e) Advise and assist the office of <child care policy in
i npl enenting his or her duties under RCW 74. 13. 0903;

(f) Performother functions to inprove the quantity and quality of
child care in the state, including conpliance with existing and future
prerequisites for federal funding; and

(g) Advise and assi st the ((departrent—of—personnel)) officeinits
responsibility for establishing policies and procedures that provide
for the devel opnent of quality child care prograns for state enpl oyees.
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Sec. 19. RCW 74.13.0901 and 1989 ¢ 381 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The child care partnership is established as a subconmttee of the
child care coordinating committee to increase enpl oyer assistance and
i nvol venent in child care, and to foster cooperation between busi ness
and governnent to inprove the availability, quality, and affordability
of child care services in the state.

(1) The partnership shall have nine nenbers who nmay be drawn from
the nenbership of the child care coordinating commttee. The

( ( seeretary—of—the—department—eof——soctal—and—health——services))

adm nistrator of the office of child care and early education shal

appoi nt the partnership nenbers, who shall incl ude:

(a) At |east two nenbers representing |abor organi zations;

(b) At least one nenber representing each of the follow ng:
Busi nesses with one through fifty enpl oyees, businesses with fifty-one
through two hundred enployees, and businesses with nore than two
hundred enpl oyees; and

(c) At least one representative of local child care resource and
referral organi zations.

(2) The partnership shall follow the sanme policies and procedures
adopted by the child care coordinating commttee, and nenbers shall be
reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

(3) To the extent possible within available funds, the partnership
shal | :

(a) Review and propose statutory and adm nistrative changes to
encour age enpl oyer involvenent in child care and partnershi ps between
enpl oyers and the public sector to increase the quantity, quality, and
affordability of child care services and facilities in this state;

(b) Review public and private child care prograns with the purpose
of enhanci ng communi cati ons and coordi nati on anong business, | abor
public agencies, and child care providers in order to encourage
enpl oyers to develop and inplenment child care services for their
enpl oyees;

(c) Evaluate alternative enployer-assisted child care service
systens, in the context of the policies set forth in RCW74.13. 085, and
recommend to the legislature and | ocal governnents ways to encourage
and enhance enployer-assisted child care services in the state,
i ncluding statutory and adm ni strative changes;
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(d) Evaluate the inpact of workplace personnel practices and
policies, including flexible wrk schedules, on the ability of parents
to access or provide care for their children, and nake recommendati ons
to enployers and the legislature in this regard;

(e) Study the liability insurance issues related to the provision
of enployer-assisted child care and report the findings and
recomendations to the |legislature; and

(f) Advise and assist the enployer liaisonin the inplenentation of
its duties under RCW 74.13. 0902.

Al findings and recomendations of the partnership to the
| egi slature shall be incorporated into the annual report of the child
care coordinating commttee required under RCW 74. 13. 090.

Sec. 20. RCW 74.13.0902 and 1989 c¢c 381 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

An enpl oyer |iaison position is established in the ((departrent—of
soctal—and—health—serviecestobe—colocatedatthebustness—assistanee
eenter—establ-shedunderROAN43-31-083)) office of child care and early
education. The enployer liaison shall, within appropriated funds:

(1) Staff and assist the <child care partnership in the
i npl ementation of its duties under RCW 74. 13. 0901;

(2) Provide technical assistance to enployers regarding child care
services, working with and through local resource and referral
or gani zati ons whenever possible. Such technical assistance shall
i nclude at a m ni num

(a) Assessing the child care needs of enployees and prospective
enpl oyees;

(b) Reviewing options available to enployers interested in
i ncreasing access to child care for their enpl oyees;

(c) Developing techniques to permt snmall businesses to increase
access to child care for their enpl oyees;

(d) Reviewng nethods of evaluating the inpact of child care
activities on enployers; and

(e) Preparing, collecting, and distributing current information for
enpl oyers on options for increasing involvenent in child care; and

(3) Provide assistance to local child care resource and referral
organi zations to increase their capacity to provide quality technica
assi stance to enployers in their community.

p. 17 HB 2373
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Sec. 21. RCW 74.13.0903 and 1997 c 58 s 404 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The office of child care policy is established to operate under the
authority of the ((departrent—of—soctal—and-healthservieces)) office of
child care and early education. The duties and responsibilities of the
office include, but are not |imted to, the followng, wthin
appropriated funds:

(1) Staff and assist the child care coordinating conmttee in the
i npl enentation of its duties under RCW 74. 13. 090;

(2) Work in conjunction with the state-w de child care resource and
referral network as well as | ocal governnents, nonprofit organizations,
busi nesses, and comrunity child care advocates to create |ocal child
care resource and referral organizations. These organi zations nmay
carry out needs assessnents, resource devel opnent, provider training,
techni cal assistance, and parent information and training;

(3) Actively seek public and private noney for distribution as
grants to the state-wide child care resource and referral network and
to existing or potential local child care resource and referral
or gani zat i ons;

(4) Adopt rules regarding the application for and distribution of
grants to local child care resource and referral organizations. The
rules shall, at a mnimum require an applicant to submt a plan for
achieving the foll ow ng objectives:

(a) Provide parents with informati on about child care resources,
i ncluding | ocation of services and subsi di es;

(b) Carry out <child care provider recruitment and training
prograns, including training under RCW 74. 25. 040;

(c) Ofer support services, such as parent and provider sem nars,
toy-lending libraries, and substitute banks;

(d) Provide information for businesses regarding child care supply
and demand;

(e) Advocate for increased public and private sector resources
devoted to child care;

(f) Provide technical assistance to enployers regardi ng enpl oyee
child care services; and

(g) Serve recipients of tenporary assi stance for needy famlies and
wor ki ng parents with inconmes at or below household incones of one
hundred seventy-five percent of the federal poverty line;
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(5) Provide staff support and technical assistance to the state-
wide child care resource and referral network and local child care
resource and referral organizations;

(6) Maintain a state-wide child care licensing data bank and work
with departnent of social and health services licensors to provide
information to local child care resource and referral organi zations
about licensed child care providers in the state;

(7) Through the state-wi de child care resource and referral network
and | ocal resource and referral organi zations, conpil e data about | ocal
child care needs and availability for future planning and devel opnent;

(8) Coordinate with the state-wi de child care resource and referral
network and |ocal child care resource and referral organizations for
the provision of training and technical assistance to child care
provi ders; and

(9) Collect and assenble information regarding the availability of
i nsurance and of federal and other child care funding to assist state
and | ocal agencies, businesses, and other child care providers in
offering child care services.

Sec. 22. RCW74.13.095 and 1988 ¢ 213 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The |l egislature recogni zes that a severe shortage of child care
exists to the detrinment of all famlies and enpl oyers throughout the
state. Many workers are unable to enter or remain in the work force
due to a shortage of child care resources. The high costs of starting
a child care business create a barrier to the creation of new slots,
especially for children with special needs.

(2) Achild care expansion grant fund is created in the custody of

the ((seeretary—ef—thedepartrment—of——seoetal—and—health—serviees))

adm ni strator of the office of child care and early education. Gants

shal | be awarded on a one-tine only basis to persons, organi zations, or
school s needi ng assistance to start a child care center or mni-center
as defined by the departnent by rule, or to existing licensed child
care providers, including famly home providers, for the purpose of
making capital inprovenments in order to accomodate handi capped
children as defined under chapter 72.40 RCW sick children, or infant
care, or children needing night tinme care. No grant nmay exceed ten
t housand dollars. Start-up costs shall not include operational costs
after the first three nonths of business.

p. 19 HB 2373



N o 0ok W0ODN R

(oe]

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(3) Child care expansion grants shall be awarded on the basis of
need for the proposed services in the conmunity, w thin appropriated
funds.

(4) The ((departwent)) office of child care and early education
shal |l adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW setting forth criteria,
application procedures, and nethods to assure conpliance with the
pur poses described in this section.

Sec. 23. RCW 74.14B. 040 and 1987 c¢ 503 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((departrent)) office of child care and early education shall,
within funds appropriated for this purpose, provide therapeutic day
care and day treatnent to children who have been abused or negl ected
and neet programeligibility criteria.

Sec. 24. RCW 28A. 215.110 and 1999 ¢ 350 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28A.215. 100 through 28A. 215. 200 and
28A. 215. 900 t hrough 28A. 215. 908.

(1) "Advisory commttee" neans the advisory conmttee under RCW
28A. 215. 140.
economc—developrent—)) "Ofice" neans the office of child care and
early education established in chapter 43.-- RCW(sections 1 through 7
of this act).

(3) "Eligible child" nmeans a child not eligible for kindergarten
whose famly inconme is at or below one hundred ten percent of the
federal poverty |evel, as published annually by the federal departnent
of health and human services, and includes a child whose famly is
eligible for public assistance, and who is not a participant in a
federal or state program providing conprehensive services and may
i ncl ude chil dren who are eligi ble under rul es adopted by t he depart nment
i f the nunber of such children equals not nore than ten percent of the
total enrollment in the early childhood program Priority for
enrol l ment shall be given to children fromfamlies with the |owest
income or to eligible children fromfamlies with nmultiple needs.

(4) "Approved prograns" nmeans those state-supported education and
speci al assi stance prograns which are recogni zed by the departnent of
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community, trade, and econom c devel opnent as neeting the m ninmum
program rules adopted by the departnent to qualify under RCW
28A. 215. 100 t hr ough 28A. 215. 200 and 28A. 215. 900 t hr ough 28A. 215. 908 and
are designated as eligible for funding by the departnment under RCW
28A. 215. 160 and 28A. 215. 180.

(5) "Conprehensive" neans an assi stance programthat focuses on the
needs of the child and includes education, health, and famly support
servi ces.

(6) "Famly support services" neans providing opportunities for
parents to:

(a) Actively participate intheir child s early chil dhood program

(b) Increase their know edge of child devel opnment and parenting
skills;

(c) Further their education and training;

(d) Increase their ability to use needed services in the community;

(e) Increase their self-reliance.

Sec. 25. RCW 28A. 215. 120 and 1994 ¢ 166 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

of fice shall adm nister a state-supported early chil dhood educati on and

assi stance program to assist eligible children with educational,
social, health, nutritional, and cultural devel opnent to enhance their
opportunity for success in the commopn school system Eligible children
shall be admtted to approved early chil dhood prograns to the extent
that the | egislature provides funds, and additional eligible children
may be admtted to the extent that grants and contributions from
community sources provide sufficient funds for a programequivalent to
t hat supported by state funds.

Sec. 26. RCW 28A. 215. 130 and 1994 ¢ 166 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Approved early childhood prograns shall receive state-funded
support through the ((departrent)) office. Public or private
nonsectarian organi zations, including, but not |limted to school

districts, educational service districts, community and technical
col | eges, local governnments, or nonprofit organi zations, are eligible
to participate as providers of the state early childhood program
Funds appropriated for the state programshall be used to continue to
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operate existing prograns or to establish new or expanded early
chi | dhood progranms, and shall not be used to supplant federally
supported head start prograns. Funds obtai ned by providers through
voluntary grants or contributions from individuals, agencies,
corporations, or organizations may be used to expand or enhance
preschool prograns so |long as program standards established by the
((departrent)) office are mai ntai ned, but shall not be used to suppl ant
federally supported head start prograns or state-supported early
chil dhood prograns. Persons applying to conduct the early chil dhood
programshall identify targeted groups and the nunber of children to be
served, program conponents, the qualifications of instructional and
special staff, the source and anount of grants or contributions from
sources other than state funds, facilities and equi pnent support, and
transportati on and personal care arrangenents.

Sec. 27. RCW 28A. 215.140 and 1988 ¢ 174 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((departrent)) office shall establish an advisory conmttee
conposed of interested parents and representatives fromthe state board
of education, the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
the division of children and famly services within the departnent of
soci al and health services, early childhood education and devel opnent
staff preparation progranms, the head start prograns, school districts,
and such ot her communi ty and busi ness organi zati ons as deened necessary
by the ((departwent)) office to assist with the establishment of the
preschool program and advise the ((departrent)) office on matters
regardi ng the on-going pronotion and operation of the program

Sec. 28. RCW 28A. 215.150 and 1994 c 166 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((departrwent)) office shall adopt rul es under chapter 34. 05 RCW
for the adm nistration of the early chil dhood program Approved early
chi | dhood prograns shall conduct needs assessnents of their service
area, identify any targeted groups of children, to include but not be
limted to children of seasonal and mgrant farmwrkers and native
Anmeri can popul ations living either on or off reservation, and provide
to the ((departrent)) office a service delivery plan, to the extent
practicable, that addresses these targeted popul ati ons.
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The ((departwent)) office in developing rules for the early
chi | dhood programshall consult with the advisory commttee, and shal

consider such factors as coordination with existing head start and
other early childhood prograns, the preparation necessary for
instructors, qualifications of instructors, adequate space and
equi pnent, and special transportation needs. The rules shal
specifically require the early childhood prograns to provide for
parental involvenent in participation with their child s program in
| ocal programpolicy decisions, in devel opnent and revision of service
delivery systens, and in parent education and training.

Sec. 29. RCW 28A. 215.160 and 1994 c 166 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((departwent)) office shall review applications frompublic or
private nonsectarian organi zations for state funding of early chil dhood
educati on and assistance prograns and award funds as determ ned by
((departrent)) office rules and based on |ocal comunity needs and
denonstrated capacity to provi de services.

Sec. 30. RCW28A.215.170 and 1995 ¢ 335 s 501 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((departrent)) office shall annually report to the governor and
the l egislature on the findings of the | ongitudinal study undertaken to
exam ne and nonitor the effectiveness of early chil dhood educati onal
and assistance services for eligible children to neasure, anong ot her
el enents, if possible, howthe average | evel of performance of children
conpleting this programconpare to the average | evel of performance of
all state students in their grade level, and to the average |evel of
performance of those eligible students who did not have access to this
program  The evaluation system shall exam ne how the percentage of
t hese chil dren needi ng access to speci al education or renedi al prograns
conpares to the overall percentage of children needing such services
and conpares to the percentage of eligible students who did not have
access to this program needi ng such servi ces.

Sec. 31. RCW28A 215.180 and 1994 c¢ 166 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

For the purposes of RCW 28A. 215.100 through 28A 215.200 and
28A. 215. 900 t hrough 28A.215.908, the ((departrent)) office may award
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stat e support under RCW28A. 215. 100 t hrough 28A. 215. 160 to i ncrease t he
nunbers of eligible children assisted by the federal or state-supported
early childhood progranms in this state. Priority shall be given to
t hose geographi cal areas which include a high percentage of famlies
qual i fying under the "eligible child" criteria. The overall program
funding | evel shall be based on an average grant per child consistent
with state appropriations made for program costs: PROVI DED, That
prograns addressing special needs of selected groups or comunities

shall be recognized in the ((departrent-s)) office’ s rules.

Sec. 32. RCW28A. 215.190 and 1985 ¢ 418 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((departrent)) office from funds appropriated for the
adm ni stration of the program under chapter 418, Laws of 1985 shal
rei mburse the expenses of the advisory commttee.

Sec. 33. RCW28A. 215.200 and 1994 c¢ 166 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((depart+went)) office may solicit gifts, grants, conveyances,
bequests and devises for the use or benefit of the early childhood
state education and assi stance program established by RCW 28A. 215. 100
t hrough 28A.215.200 and 28A 215.900 through 28A. 215.908. The
departnent shall actively solicit support from business and industry
and fromthe federal governnent for the state early chil dhood educati on
and assi stance program and shall assist |ocal prograns in devel opi ng
partnerships with the community for eligible children.

Sec. 34. RCW 43. 63A. 066 and 1993 ¢ 280 s 58 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

office of child care and early education shall have primry
responsibility for providing child abuse and neglect prevention
training to preschool age children participating in the federal head
start programor the early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program
establ i shed under RCW 28A. 215. 010 t hrough 28A. 215. 200 and 28A. 215. 900
t hrough 28A. 215. 908.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 35. This act does not affect any existing right
acquired or liability or obligation incurred under the sections anended
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or repealed in this act or under any rule or order adopted under those
sections, nor does it affect any proceeding instituted under those
secti ons.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 36. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 37. If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenments that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of
this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and with
respect to the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not
affect the operation of the remainder of this act inits application to
t he agenci es concerned. Rul es adopted under this act nust neet federal
requi renents that are a necessary condition to the recei pt of federal
funds by the state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 38. This act takes effect July 1, 2001.

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 309. | f specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 2000, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act
is null and void.

~-- END ---
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