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HOUSE BI LL 2370

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lovick, Ballasiotes, O Brien, Kenney, Dunshee,
Tokuda, Reardon, Edwards, Sullivan, Stensen, Kagi, Conway, Kastama and
Scot t

Read first time 01/11/2000. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to a | aw enforcenent study; adding a new section to
chapter 39.34 RCW creating a new section; maki ng an appropriation; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the growth

managenent act, chapter 36. 70A RCW has had a profound effect on |aw
enforcement in counties wth significant urban centers and suburban

grow h in Wshi ngton. | ncorporations and annexations have caused
cities, both small and large, to consider their own nunicipal police
depart nments. Furthernore, the legislature recognizes that cities,

counties, and the Washington state patrol have limted resources to
support and mai ntain necessary public safety services.

In the absence of county-w de |aw enforcenent needs and services
anal ysis, sone |aw enforcenent agencies have devel oped special unit
capabilities that may need coordination with other cities’ |aw
enforcenent agencies and the county sheriff. The legislature also
finds that as a result there nmay be differences in public safety
standards in Washington where there is either duplication of |aw
enforcenent service or an absence of available specialty services
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increasing the possibility of municipal liability and risk, and
i nefficient and/ or unnecessary use of public safety funds. Recogni zing
that coordinated |law enforcenent and basic public safety service
standards on a county-wide basis is in the best interests of the
citizens of Washington, the legislature therefore intends with this act
to authorize a study of | aw enforcenent costs, expenditures, services,
cooperative arrangenents, and service delivery nodels for counties with
a popul ation of over one hundred fifty thousand. This study shall be
known as the regional services study, and its goal is to produce
i npl ement abl e recommendations for cost-effective, collaborative |aw
enf orcenment service delivery partnerships.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 39.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washi ngton associ ation of sheriffs and police chiefs shal
conduct a study of counties with popul ations over one hundred fifty
t housand. The study shall be of the total costs and expenditures for
| aw enforcenent for the county, and cities within the county. The
focus of the study shall include recomendations for |aw enforcenent
jurisdictions, Wshington association of sheriffs and police chiefs
actions, and the legislature. The study shall also:

(a) Research, conpile, and analyze data sufficient to provide a
conprehensive analysis of the costs and total expenditures for |aw
enf or cenent. These costs include but are not |limted to special
services, such as but not imted to: SWAT teans, bonb di sposal units,
air support, marine wunits, hostage negotiation teans, hom cide
investigation units, drug units, canine units, arson investigation
teams, conputer fraud and forensics wunits, donestic violence and
special assault units, and gang and youth violence units. The study
shoul d distinguish where there are duplications and gaps in service
delivery;

(b) Obtain data fromall |ocal governnments on the types of costs
identified in (a) of this subsection. This data will be conpiled and
anal yzed by the agency or organization conm ssioned to conduct the
study for each county; and

(c) Obtain data fromthose counties and | aw enforcenent agencies
where master interlocal agreenments, joint specialty service units, and
ot her cooperative arrangenents have been developed between |aw
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enforcenent agencies to inprove the effectiveness, efficiency, and
ensured quality of specialty | aw enforcenent services.

The Washi ngton association of sheriffs and police chiefs shall
commence the study by June 1, 2000, and conplete the study by January
1, 2001. The final report shall be distributed to the Washington
association of sheriffs and police chiefs, and to the appropriate
standing commttee by January 30, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof three hundred thousand doll ars,
or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated from the
general fund to the Washington association of sheriffs and police
chiefs for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, for the purposes of
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires June 30, 2001.

~-- END ---
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