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HOUSE BI LL 2357

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives D ckerson, Stensen, Huff, Gonbosky, denents,
Kenney, Conway, Hurst, Van Luven and Ednonds

Read first tine 01/11/2000. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to establishing a cancer task force; creating new
sections; providing an expiration date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Over 200,000 nmen in the United States were diagnosed wth
prostate cancer during the |ast year, and approximately forty-two
t housand Anerican nen died due to this disease;

(2) Wth an estimated nine mllion Anerican nen currently afflicted
with this di sease, prostate cancer can be considered a serious epidemc
in the United States deserving i medi ate public health attention; and

(3) Significantly nore research is needed to determ ne the causes
and nost effective treatnents for prostate cancer.

The legislature further finds that greater public awareness about
cancer prevention, strengtheni ng cancer support networks, and fostering
t he devel opnent conmmunity cancer prevention resources are an inportant
part of the legislature’s goal of cancer prevention and the overal
i nprovenent of our state’s public health.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) There is established the prostate cancer
task force to consist of seventeen nenbers selected as foll ows:

(a) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one selected from
each of the caucuses;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate, one selected from each of the
caucuses;

(c) Two nenbers representing |local public health officers;

(d) One nenber who is a physician and is a board certified
oncol ogi st;

(e) One nenber who is a physician and is a board certified
urol ogi st ;

(f) Four nmenmbers who are prostate cancer patients or survivors;

(g) One nenber who is a prostate cancer researcher; and

(h) Four cancer advocates, no | ess than one of whom nust represent
the group nost at risk of prostate cancer

(2) The secretary of the departnent of health shall appoint all
nonl egi sl ati ve nenbers of the task force within thirty days fromthe
effective date of this act. The secretary shall consider obtaining a
geogr aphi cal distribution and bal ance throughout the state.

(3) Staffing shall be provided by the departnent of health.

(4) Menbers of the task force shall serve w thout renuneration

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The task force shall:

(1) Conduct a survey and produce a resource guide of public and
private community resources that assist persons with prostrate cancer
and their famlies;

(2) ldentify resources in Washington state that are devoted to
conducting prostate cancer research, detection, and treatnent;

(3) Conduct a national survey of prograns, education and training
resources, and research and assi stance that could serve as a nodel for
Washi ngton st at e;

(4) Develop a state-wide strategy for targeting information,
assi stance, and direct care to groups that are nost at risk of prostate
cancer, and determne the roles that |ocal and state governnent,
institutions of higher education, and the private sector should play to
decrease the inci dence of prostate cancer, increase the quality of life
for patients and survivors of prostate cancer, and foster the search
for a cure;
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(5) Ildentify areas of the state that are nost in need of cancer
i nformati on and assi stance;

(6) Determne gaps in research, detection, and treatnent of
prostate cancer in Washi ngton state;

(7) ldentify the salient nonnedical supportive needs of prostate
cancer patients and survivors and their famlies; and

(8) Provide a witten report to the governor, the house of
representatives health care conmttee, and the senate conmttee on
heal th and | ong-termcare by Decenber 12, 2000, presenting the findings
and recomrendati ons of the task force.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires July 1, 2001.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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