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HOUSE BI LL 2272

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Linville and Lanbert

Read first time 03/16/1999. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

AN ACT Rel ating to wat ercourse mai nt enance; addi ng a new section to
chapter 75.20 RCW creating new sections; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The |legislature recognizes the
i nportance of long-term habitat productivity and diversity for fish,
and for the protection of water quality and quantity to neet the needs
of people and fish. The legislature also recognizes the inportance of
mai nt ai ni ng and enhancing fish habitats necessary to sustain healthy
fish popul ations. The legislature additionally recognizes that inpacts
from upstream and upland storm water run-off that is inadequately
controlled can significantly affect fish habitat and water quality and
quantity. One inpact is an increased deposit of sedinent in
wat ercourses in agricultural lands. Such inpacts increase the need for
dr ai nage nai nt enance.

(2) The legislature finds that: (a) Watercourse nmaintenance
activities can be conducted in a manner that is beneficial to fish
habitat and fish propagation; and (b) the state |acks a clear policy
relating to watercourse nmaintenance activities, especially what
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differentiates an entirely artificial watercourse from a natural
wat er cour se that has been altered by man.

(3) The |l egi sl ature therefore decl ares that wat er course nmai nt enance
activities shall be regulated in the |east burdensone manner that is
consistent with the state’s fish managenent objectives and the federal
endanger ed speci es act.

(4) It istheintent of the | egislature to authorize the departnent
of fish and wldlife to adopt rules applicable to watercourse
mai nt enance activities under chapter 75.20 RCW

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall adopt rules applicable to watercourse
mai nt enance activities. The departnment shall adopt these rules in
cooperation with the affected communities and other interested parties.

(2) The departnent shall devel op rules for watercourse maintenance
activities that will use, divert, obstruct, or change the natural flow
or bed of any of the salt or fresh waters of the state. Rules shal
include criteria for differentiation of wholly artificial watercourses
fromnatural watercourses that have been altered by man. Follow ng the
adoption of the rules, the departnent shall update and distribute the
irrigation and fish panphlet describing the nethods of watercourse
mai nt enance activities that are approved under the rules. The panphl et
serves as the hydraulic project approval for any project that is
conducted solely for watercourse nmai ntenance and that is conducted as
described in the panphlet. No further hydraulic project approval is
required for such a project.

(3) Nothing in this section prohibits the departnent fromrequiring
a hydraulic project approval for those parts of hydraulic projects that
are not specifically described in the panphlet.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. (1) As a first step in the rule-nmaking
process required under section 2 of this act, the departnent of fish
and wldlife shall conduct a pilot project in at |east one
representative and willing drainage district in cooperation with the
conservation comm ssion, |local farners, and other interested parties.
The purpose of the pilot project is to develop interimguidelines to
serve as a nodel for application state-wide. The pilot will focus on
nat ural watercourses that have been substantially altered by man in
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previous times and are comonly referred to as drainage ditches.
Managenment practices wll be devel oped that provide for occasiona
mai nt enance to renove build up of silt and noxi ous weeds, such as reed
canary grass, in a manner that does not decrease, and where possible
i ncreases, fish habitat and water quality in these watercourses. The
growi ng of shade trees on one side of drainage ditches as a neans of
di scouragi ng growm h of reed canary grass while providing i nproved fish
and wildlife benefits shall be considered. The project shall also
include an investigation, in cooperation with the departnment of
ecol ogy, of the adequacy of stormwater prograns for upland urbani zed
land that may drain into the project area. Any local jurisdictions
wi th i nadequate stormwater prograns will be notified accordingly. The
departnment of fish and wldlife shall submt a report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2000, concerning the pilot project created
in this section.

(2) The pilot project shall be conpleted by June 30, 2000, and the
rul es shall be adopted by March 31, 2001. The updated panphl et shal
be published within two nonths of adoption of the rules.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 4. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year ending June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
fish and wildlife for the purposes of funding the pilot project created
in section 3 of this act, rul e devel opnment work under this act, and the
report to the | egislature.

~-- END ---
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