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HOUSE BI LL 2246

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Thomas and Dunshee

Read first tine 02/ 25/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Fi nance.

AN ACT Relating to |lodging tax advisory commttees; and anmendi ng
RCW 67. 28. 1817.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW67.28.1817 and 1998 ¢ 35 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Before proposing inposition of a newtax under this chapter, an
increase in the rate of a tax inposed under this chapter, repeal of an
exenption froma tax i nposed under this chapter, or a change in the use
of revenue received under this chapter, a municipality with a
popul ation of five thousand or nore shall establish a |odging tax
advisory commttee wunder this section. A lodging tax advisory
commttee shall consist of at least five nenbers, appointed by the
| egi sl ative body of the municipality, unless the nmunicipality has a
charter providing for a different appoi ntnent authority. The conmttee
menbership shall ((+nelude)) consist of the followng: (a) At |east
two nenbers who are representatives of businesses required to coll ect
tax under this chapter; ((and)) (b) at l|east two nenbers who are
persons involved in activities authorized to be funded by revenue
received under this chapter; and (c) one nenber who is an elected
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official of the municipality who shall serve as chair. Persons who are
eligible for appoi ntment under (a) of this subsection are not eligible
for appointnent under (b) of this subsection. ((Persens—who—are

tor—appoetntrent—under—(a)y—oef—this—subseetion-)) Or gani zati ons
representing businesses required to collect tax under this chapter
organi zations involved in activities authorized to be funded by revenue
received under this chapter, and |ocal agencies involved in tourism
pronotion may submt recomendations for nmenbership on the conmmttee.
The nunber of nmenbers who are representatives of businesses requiredto
collect tax under this chapter shall equal the nunber of nenbers who
are involved in activities authorized to be funded by revenue received
under this chapter. ((Gre—+enrber—shall—bean—-electedoffHiecial—ofthe
mn-epatty—who—shalHl——serve—as—echat+r—of thecommttee—)) An advisory
commttee for a county may include one nonvoting nenber who is an
elected official of a city or town in the county. An advi sory
commttee for a city or town may i nclude one nonvoting nenber who i s an
el ected official of the county in which the city or town is |ocated.
The appointing authority shall review the nenbership of the advisory
comm ttee annual ly and nmake changes as appropri ate.

(2) Any nunicipality that proposes inposition of a tax under this
chapter, an increase in the rate of a tax inposed under this chapter
repeal of an exenption from a tax inposed under this chapter, or a
change in the use of revenue received under this chapter shall submt
the proposal to the lodging tax advisory conmttee for review and
comment. The subm ssion shall occur at |east forty-five days before
final action on or passage of the proposal by the municipality. The
advisory conmttee shall submt coments on the proposal in a tinely
manner through generally applicable public coment procedures. The
comments shall include an analysis of the extent to which the proposal
wi |l accommodate activities for tourists or increase tourism and the
extent to which the proposal will affect the long-termstability of the
fund created under RCW67.28.1815. Failure of the advisory committee
to submt comments before final action on or passage of the proposal
shall not prevent the municipality from acting on the proposal. A
muni cipality is not required to submt an anmended proposal to an
advi sory conmmttee under this section.

(3) If amunicipality with a population of |ess than five thousand
establishes a | odging tax advisory commttee, then the conmttee shal

HB 2246 p. 2



1 be composed according to subsection (1) of this section and shall

2 follow the procedures according to subsection (2) of this section.

--- END ---
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