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HOUSE BI LL 2239

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Buck and Wod

Read first time 02/23/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to stormwat er control grant prograns; anmendi ng RCW
90. 78. 005, 90.78.010, and 90. 78.020; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.78.005 and 1996 ¢ 285 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that the increasing popul ati on and conti nued
devel opnment throughout the state have increased the need for storm
water control. Stormwater inpacts have resulted in increased public
health risks related to drinking water and agricultural and seafood
products; increased disruption of economc activity, transportation
facilities, and other public and private |l and and facilities due to the
| ack of adequate flood control neasures; adverse affects on state fish
popul ati ons and wat er shed hydrol ogy; and contam nation of sedinents.

In addition, current storm water control and managenent efforts
related to transportation projects |ack necessary coordination on a
wat er shed, regi onal, and state-w de basis; have i nadequat e fundi ng; and
fail to maxim ze use of avail abl e resources.

More stringent regulatory requirenents have increased the costs
that state and |ocal governnents nust incur to deal with significant
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sources of pollution such as storm water. The costs estimated to
properly maintain and construct storm water facilities far exceed
avai |l abl e revenues.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to establish a
programto devel op a state-w de coordi nati on nechanismfor the funding
of state, county, and city highway and roadway-related storm water
managenent and control projects that wll facilitate the conpletion of
the state’s nost urgently needed stormwater projects in the nost cost-
effective manner. Unexpended annual utility fee paynents that are not
collected by virtue of defaulting in preparing a plan nust be used in
the storm water grant program as defined in RCW 90.78.010 and
90. 78. 020.

Sec. 2. RCW90.78.010 and 1996 ¢ 285 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent of transportation, in cooperation wth the
transportation inprovenent board, the departnent of ecology, cities,
towns, counties, environnmental organizations, business organizations,
Indian tribes, and port districts, shall develop a storm water
managenent fundi ng and i npl enment ati on programto address state, county,
and city highway and roadway-rel ated stormwater control problens. As
part of the program the departnment may provide grants and nmay rate and
rank local transportation inprovenent projects to facilitate the
construction of the highest priority state and local storm water
managenent proj ects based on cost-effectiveness and contri bution toward
inproved water quality, mtigating the inpacts of altered stream
hydrol ogy, inproved salnonid habitat, and reduced flooding in a
wat er shed.

The program shall address, but is not limted to, the follow ng
objectives: (1) Geater state-w de coordination of the construction of
stormwater treatnment facilities; (2) encouraging nultijurisdictional
projects; (3) developing priorities and approaches for inplenenting
activities within watersheds; (4) nethods to enhance, preserve, and
restore salnonid habitat; (5) identification and prioritization of
storm water retrofit prograns; (({5))) (6) evaluating nethods to
determ ne cost benefits of proposed projects; ((£6))) (7) identifying
ways to facilitate the sharing of technical resources; ((A)) (8)
devel opi ng nmet hods for nonitoring and eval uating activities carried out
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under the program and ((8))) (9) identifying potential funding
sources for continuation of the program

Sec. 3. RCW90.78.020 and 1996 ¢ 285 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent of transportation may provide grants and may rate
and rank |l ocal transportation i nprovenent projects to inplenent state,
county, and city highway and roadway-related storm water contro
measures. Cities, towns, counties, port districts, Indian tribes, and
the departnent of transportation are eligible to receive grants, on a
mat chi ng basi s. A commttee consisting of two representatives each
from the departnent of transportation, wth one as chair, the
departnent of ecology, cities, and counties, and one representative
each from the departnent of ecology, the departnent of fish and
wildlife, an environnmental organization, and a business organi zati on,
shal | oversee the grant program The commttee may add representatives
of other agencies, organizations, or interest groups to serve as
menbers of the conmttee or in an advisory capacity. I n devel opi ng
project criteria, the commttee shall identify the nost urgent state,
county, and city hi ghway and roadway-rel at ed st or mwat er managenent and
control problens; develop nethods for applying priorities across
wat er sheds; gi ve added wei ght to projects based on | ocal contribution,
mul tijurisdictional involvenent, and whether the project is a priority
for alocal stormwater utility; and determ ne the benefits of, and, if
appropriate, provide incentives for off-site placenent of storm water
facilities and out-of-kind mtigation for stormwater inpacts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires July 1, 2003.

~-- END ---
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