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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2238

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Comerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Representatives O enments and Conway)

Read first tinme 03/02/1999.

AN ACT Relating to the departnent of |abor and industries’ plans
for inplementing the joint legislative audit and review commttee’s
recomendations for industrial insurance; anmending RCW 51.28.020;
creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) By Septenber 15, 1999, the departnent of
| abor and industries shall develop, in consultation with the workers’
conpensation advisory commttee, a plan for inplenenting the
recommendations contained in the joint legislative audit and review
commttee’'s report on the workers’ conpensation system performance
audi t mandat ed under chapter 330, Laws of 1997. Except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section, the departnment shall report on the plan
by Decenber 1, 1999, to the appropriate commttees of the | egislature,
i ncluding at a m ni num

(a) A review of the recomendations that the departnent has
i npl emented or plans to inplenent, with tinelines for inplenentation;

(b) A review of the recomendations that the departnment does not
plan to inplement, if any, with the reasons for such decisions; and
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(c) Recomendations for legislation that may be required to
i npl enment the recommendati ons.

(2) The departnent shall report by Septenber 15, 1999, on the pl an
for inplenmenting recomendation two of the joint |egislative audit and
review commttee’'s report and section 2 of this act. The report shal
include, at a mninmum an inplenentation tinetable and recomendati ons
for legislation to inplenent the plan.

(3) In conjunction with that part of the report under subsection
(1) of this section regarding the audit’s reconmmendations for
vocational rehabilitation, the departnent shall also include a report
on the study undertaken by the subcomm ttee on vocational services of
t he workers’ conpensation advisory commttee. The report shall include
a plan for inproving the industrial insurance vocational rehabilitation
system and recomendations for legislation, if any.

Sec. 2. RCWH51.28.020 and 1984 ¢ 159 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:
Were a worker is entitled to conpensation under this title he or

she shall file wth the departnment or his or her ((seH—nsuring))
enpl oyer ((s—as—the—case—way—be;)) his or her application for such,

together with the certificate of the physician who attended hi mor her,
and it shall be the duty of the physician to informthe injured worker
of his or her rights under this title and to lend all necessary
assi stance in making this application for conpensation and such proof
of other matters as required by the rules of the departnent w thout
charge to the worker. The departnent shall provide physicians with a
manual whi ch outlines the procedures to be followed in applications for
conpensation involving occupational diseases, and which describes
claimants’ rights and responsibilities related to occupational disease
claims. |f application for conpensation is made to ((aseH—insuring))
an enployer, he or she shall forthwith send a copy thereof to the
depart nent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 2 of this act takes effect January
1, 2001.

~-- END ---
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