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HOUSE BI LL 2221

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hurst, Lanbert, Constantine, O Brien, Rockefeller,
QOgden and Edwar ds

Read first time 02/22/1999. Referred to Cormmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to personal information acquired by nerchants
addi ng a new section to chapter 9.73 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 9.73 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) No nerchant, w thout giving notice to the purchaser, may sell,
trade, or transfer to any third person information which concerns the
purchaser and which is gathered in connection with the sale, rental, or
exchange of tangible personal property to the purchaser at the
merchant’ s pl ace of business. Notice required by this section shall be
made at | east by the prom nent posting of a sign or signs in as many
| ocations as necessary to ensure that they are likely to be seen by

t hose patroni zing the business. The sign shall informa purchaser of
his or her right to make a request under this section and the
merchant’ s obligation to conply with that request. If requested by the
purchaser not to sell, trade, or transfer such information, the
mer chant shall not do so. No nmerchant may sell, trade, or transfer any

information gathered solely as the result of any custonmer paynent by
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personal check, <credit card, or where the nerchant records the
custoner’s driver’s |icense nunber.

(2) This section does not apply to the electronic transfer of
i nformati on necessary to confirma credit or debit transaction when a
pur chaser chooses to use a form of paynent other than cash

(3) For the purposes of this section "nerchant” nmeans any person or
entity engaged in the sale of goods in WAshington state.

(4) Any nerchant offering point of service financial benefits in
return for the provision of personal information shall permt consuners
to remai n anonynous if they have concerns about their privacy.

(5) Any nerchant who violates this sectionis |liable for damages in
an amount determned by the trier of fact payable to the purchaser
whose personal information was sold or otherw se disclosed in violation
of this chapter. In addition, such purchaser may recover reasonable
attorneys’ fees and costs.

~-- END ---
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